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WOOLF WORKS

Wayne McGregor
11, 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 26 May at 7.30pm / 23 May at 12 noon

Royal Ballet Resident Choreographer Wayne McGregor presents a new full-length ballet based
on the life and work of the legendary modernist writer Virginia Woolf. This is McGregor’s first
full-length production for The Royal Ballet and sees him reunited with acclaimed British
composer Max Richter (Infra and Sum), who has created a specially commissioned score
incorporating electronic and live music. Former Royal Ballet Principal Alessandra Ferri returns

as Guest Artist to lead the cast.

Wayne McGregor's cutting edge choreography has won widespread acclaim for collaborative

works that often extend far beyond the familiar boundaries of ballet.

Eschewing traditional narrative, McGregor responds to the fluid, free association of

Virginia Woolf’s language and interior world, combining themes from her landmark novels,
including Mrs Dalloway, Orlando and The Waves, with elements of her letters, essays and diaries.
Woolf Works expresses the heart of an artistic life driven to discover a freer, uniquely modern

realism.

Woolf Works is generously supported by David Hancock, Randa Khoury, Linda and Philip Harley,

Victoria Robey and an anonymous donor.

Concept, Choreography and Direction Wayne McGregor

Music Max Richter

Designs Wayne McGregor, Cigué, We Not I
Costume Design Moritz Junge

Lighting Design Lucy Carter

Film Design Ravi Deepres

Sound Design Chris Ekers

Dramaturg Uzma Hameed

Conducted by Koen Kessels with the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House

CASTING
TBC
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INSIGHTS: WOOLF WORKS

15 April at 7.30pm
Clore Studio Upstairs
Wayne McGregor rehearses his first full-length work for The Royal Ballet.

AFTERNOON OF A FAUN /IN THE NIGHT /

SONG OF THE EARTH
Jerome Robbins / Jerome Robbins / Kenneth MacMillan

29 May, 1, 4 June at 7.30pm / 30 May at 12.30pm
The Royal Ballet presents a triple bill from two renowned choreographers of the 20th century.

Afternoon of a Faun is a modern classic created by Jerome Robbins early in his career, and has
become one of his most enduring ballets. It is a portrait of two ballet dancers in a practice studio
who are as absorbed by their reflections in the mirror as they are attracted to each other. With a
truth and poignancy characteristic of his greatest works, Robbins was inspired by the dancers in
the rehearsal studio around him. The ballet features debuts from Principal dancers

Federico Bonelli and Vadim Muntagirov and First Soloist Melissa Hamilton.

Choreographed later in his career, Jerome Robbins’s I the Night depicts varying shades of
romantic love with elegant designs by Anthony Dowell. Three sumptuous pas de deux, each
choreographed to a different nocturne by Chopin, depict three very different kinds of
relationship. The result is a beautiful and complex portrait of love’s twists and turns. Principal
dancers Marianela Nuiiez, Rupert Pennefather, Thiago Soares and First Soloist

Valeri Hristov will make their role debuts in this ballet.

Concluding this triple bill is Kenneth MacMillan’s Song of the Earth, an exploration of love, loss
and renewal set to Mahler’s Das Lied von der Erde. It is recognized as MacMillan's arrival into full
maturity as a choreographer and was instantly acclaimed. Its earthbound, non-classical
movements morph seamlessly into modernist curves in a work of breath-taking beauty and

power.

Afternoon of a Faun is generously supported by The Fonteyn Circle.
In the Night is generously supported by Richard and Delia Baker and Lindsay and Sarah Tomlinson.
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AFTERNOON OF A FAUN

Choreography Jerome Robbins
Music Claude Debussy

Set design Jean Rosenthal
Costume designs Irene Sharaff

IN THE NIGHT

Choreography Jerome Robbins
Music Fryderyk Chopin
Designs Anthony Dowell
Staging Christine Redpath
SONG OF THE EARTH

Choreography Kenneth MacMillan
Music Gustav Mahler
Designs Nicholas Georgiadis
Lighting design John B Read

Conducted by Barry Wordsworth with the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House

CASTING

AFTERNOON OF A FAUN

29 May / 4 June Federico Bonelli*, Sarah Lamb

30 May (mat) / 1 June Vadim Muntagirov*, Melissa Hamilton*

IN THE NIGHT

29 May / 4 June Emma Maguire, Zenaida Yanowsky, Marianela Nufiez*,
Alexander Campbell, Nehemiah Kish, Thiago Soares*

30 May (mat) / 1 June Sarah Lamb, Hikaru Kobayashi, Roberta Marquez,
Federico Bonelli, Valeri Hristov*, Rupert Pennefather*

SONG OF THE EARTH

29 May/ 4 June Lauren Cuthbertson*, Rupert Pennefather, Edward Watson

30 May (mat) Laura Morera, Nehemiah Kish, Steven McRae

1 June Marianela Nuiiez, Carlos Acosta, Thiago Soares

*Role debut
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INSIGHTS: THE ROYAL BALLET IN CLASS
17 April at 10.30am, Clore Studio Upstairs
2 June, 10.30am Clore Studio Upstairs

Dancers of The Royal Ballet warm up in morning class ahead of their day of rehearsals.

INSIGHTS: IN CONVERSATION WITH SARAH LAMB
6 May at 7.30pm, Clore Studio Upstairs

Sarah Lamb discusses her career and rise to Principal dancer with The Royal Ballet.

CUBANIA

Carlos Acosta
27,28, 29, 31 July, 1 August at 7.30pm / 2 August at Spm

Carlos Acosta returns with his exciting mixed programme of dance, inspired by his homeland,
featuring works from leading Cuban artists accompanied by a live Cuban house band. The show
reunites him with Alexander Varona, Ballet Nacional de Cuba Principal Veronica Corveas,
Miguel Altunaga (Rambert), Royal Ballet Principal Zenaida Yanowsky, and the acclaimed
Danza Contemporanea de Cuba, to create a diverse programme of modern dance. The evening
finishes with Acosta's exuberant Tocororro Suite, a semi-autobiographical piece set in the streets of

Havana.

ORQUESTA BUENA VISTA SOCIAL CLUB
30 July at 7.30pm

The Orquesta Buena Vista Social Club visit the Royal Opera House as part of their worldwide
farewell tour after 16 years of thrilling global audiences. Made famous through Wim Wenders’s
1999 documentary film of the same name, the group grew out of the release of the Grammy
Award-winning album Buena Vista Social Club. As part of The Adios Tour, this special appearance
at the Royal Opera House offers audiences a final chance to see the group, which includes a

number of its original members.
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LINBURY STUDIO THEATRE

SPRING CELEBRATION: A SHOWCASE OF BRITISH

DANCE TRAINING
7 March at 7.30pm

The Royal Ballet School, English National Ballet School, Central School of Ballet and
Elmhurst School for Dance come together for a celebration and unique insight into world-class
British ballet training. The showcase includes an onstage masterclass for students from all four
schools led by Patrick Armand, Associate Director of San Francisco Ballet School and a former
Principal of London Festival Ballet (now English National Ballet) and Boston Ballet. This is
followed by a range of contemporary and classical works performed by students of each school in
a sparkling demonstration of the full range of their skills. The evening will close with new
choreography for all the schools by Mikaela Povey, former dancer with Birmingham Royal

Ballet and Rambert, with a specially commissioned new score by Philip Feeney.

LINBURY STUDIO THEATRE

NORTHERN BALLET: THE ARCHITECT /
MIXED PROGRAMME

12, 13, 14 May at 7.45pm / 14 May at 2pm

The award-winning and highly acclaimed Northern Ballet returns to the Linbury Studio Theatre
after its sell-out run in 2014 with a new mixed programme including the London debut of

Kenneth Tindall’s The Architect.

Following its well-received premiere in 2014, The Architect is based on the story of Adam and Eve.
Premier Dancer with Northern Ballet and a rising choreographic star, Kenneth Tindall was
nominated for Best Young Choreographer at the 2014 Taglioni European Ballet Awards and has

created work alongside Nick Mauss at Frieze London.

Further works in the programme include Christopher Hampson’s Perpetuum Mobile set to
Bach’s Violin Concerto in E Major, and Argentinian choreographer Demis Volpi’s award-

winning Little Monsters.
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LINBURY STUDIO THEATRE

NORTHERN BALLET: THE ELVES AND THE SHOEMAKER

16 May at 1pm, 3pm and 5pm

Northern Ballet presents a new children's ballet from its award-winning series Short Ballets for
Small People. The Elves and the Shoemaker is the perfect introduction for a new generation to the
magic of ballet with trampolining elves, magical dancing shoes and a heart-warming story.
Choreographed by the Company's ballet master Daniel de Andrade, The Elves and the Shoemaker
is based on the famous Brothers Grimm fairy tale and set to an original score by composer

Philip Feeney, performed live.

INSIGHTS: TAKING THE ROYAL BALLET ON TOUR
18 May at 7.30pm, Clore Studio Upstairs

The Royal Ballet reveals the joys, challenges and memorable highlights of being on tour.

LINBURY STUDIO THEATRE

SPRINGBOARD

BALLET CENTRAL 1 June at 7.45pm
VERVE 2 June at 7.45pm
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