
 
 

        
Director’s Visions 
 
As a designer, you will be working and collaborating with the director of the piece. 
The director will have a strong feeling of how they want to stage the piece and the 
themes that they want to focus on. Choose one of the five Director’s Visions below 
which will help to focus your design ideas: 
 
Option 1 
Verdi was adamant that La traviata was “un soggetto dell’epoca” – or, a subject for 
our time. I want to be true to that wish and direct a production that feels that it is a 
subject for us in 2016. How can we remain faithful to the essence of the opera, but 
set it in a way that feels wholly contemporary? 
 
Option 2  
Given that Verdi saw his production as “un soggetto dell’epoca”, I want to explore 
that time – the time in which it was written. I want to bring to the stage the Paris of 
the 1850s in all its glamour and decadence. Let us be drawn into a world that is as 
daringly forbidden by polite society as it is alluring. 
  
Option 3 
I would like to direct a production of La traviata that is aimed specifically at 
teenagers. As such, a key theme I wish to explore is the tension between parent and 
child. Parents aren’t always right. Germont judges Violetta unfairly. Despite having 
made choices that society doesn’t approve of, Violetta ultimately proves to be noble 
and true in love. How could this be represented in such a way that it best resonates 
with teenagers today? What are the sorts of lifestyle choices that a modern teenager 
might make that parents may find unacceptable? How could these be portrayed 
through design? 
  
Option 4 
Violetta’s illness is made known to us from the outset. We know that she is going to 
die. This is one of the things that make the tragedy of the story so poignant. I want 
her impending death to be strongly evident in the design of the production, ever 
growing as the opera moves towards its inevitable conclusion. 
 
Option 5 
I see Violetta as a kind of Miley Cyrus character – very much of her time and largely 
misunderstood by the older generation. I want my production to start off in an 
environment of rock star chic, with her party being the ultimate A-list celebrity 
gathering. They then move on to something far more rustic, before she ends up 
dying in an impoverished state of destitution. 


