
 

 

 

 

 

DESIGN CHALLENGE: COSTUME DESIGN  
 

This challenge has been put together by the National Skills Academy and the Royal 
Opera House. Tips have been added by the judges as to what they will be looking for in 
your submission.  

For the Costume Design Challenge we would like you to:  

a) Produce a sketchbook that shows initial and final sketches that communicate 
initial costume design ideas for three characters from Puccini’s Tosca.  

b) Construct a costume that could be worn by one of the characters in a scene in 
Tosca. Explain why you have chosen this scene and how your costume relates 
to the character and the scene. You may chose to construct a full-size garment 
or a quarter size garment on a model.   

Submit your initial ideas, notes and illustrations in a sketchbook as well as the 
quarter or full-size version of the finished design. 

Begin by thinking about clothing, using the questions below. Make a list of the answers 
and ideas that emerge – these will serve as guidelines when designing costumes for 
the opera Tosca.. 
 

• Why do we wear clothes? (e.g. for protection, modesty, as a fashion statement, for 
a particular occasion) 

 

• What do clothes say about us? 
 - who we are (e.g. uniform, gender, status, wealth, occupation, age)    

- where we are (e.g. inside, outside, in the city, in a desert) 
 

• What can costumes tell us about characters and plot? (e.g. time of day, season, 
period in history, emotional state of the character) 

 

• Think about how your material choices could react under stage lighting and 
remember that your costumes will be on a large stage.  

 
Points to Remember 
 

• Costume provides clues to character and plot 
• Try to avoid obvious clichés and caricatures 
• We don’t just want to see a finished product – we want to understand your 



thinking behind the decisions you made. You need to ensure that you provide 
strong supporting evidence explaining and demonstrating how you developed 
and created your work.   

 

Use TV and DVDs to discuss use of costume in all kinds of drama productions from TV 
soaps set in the present, to period drama. 

 

 


