
                                                                              
 

The Design Challenge is generously supported by the Paul Hamlyn Education Fund 
 
DESIGN CHALLENGE: COSTUME DESIGN    

 
Royal Opera House 

Covent Garden 
London 

WC2E 9DD 
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Dear Designer,  
 
We are very much looking forward to working with you as a Costume Designer for the Royal 
Opera House. The production you will be working on is the ballet The Sleeping Beauty. You will 
choose a Director’s Vision which will focus and inform your design choices.  
 
We will need to see concrete knowledge of ballet as an art form and The Sleeping Beauty and 
demonstrate how this knowledge informs your design ideas.  The following list is a research 
guide: 
 
BALLET AS AN ART FORM 

o What is ballet, and how does it affect costume design?   
o How is a story told without words? 
o How does design aid the telling of the story?  

 
THE SLEEPING BEAUTY  

o What is the story and how does costume aid the plot and setting?  
o Who are the main characters and how does costume provide information and clues 

about them? 
 
DESIGNING FOR BALLET  

o What practicalities do you need to think about when designing a costume for a ballet 
dancer?  

o How is the costume affected by the time of day, period, season and mood? 
o How do your material choices react under stage lighting?  
o How does designing for a large stage affect your designs?  

 

Please ensure that these elements are in your final research and designs: 
 
Research - Produce a sketchbook that shows initial and final sketches that communicate 
initial costume design ideas for three characters from The Sleeping Beauty. 
 



                                                                              

Final Design – Construct a costume that could be worn by one of the characters in a scene in 
The Sleeping Beauty. Explain why you have chosen this scene and how your costume relates 
to the character and the scene. You may chose to construct a full-size garment 
or a quarter size garment on a model. 
 
See below for other resources such as Understanding your Client and various other films to 
support your work. 
 
Good luck and we look forward to seeing your costume designs.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Head of Costume, Royal Opera House.  
 
****************************************************************************** 
FURTHER READING  
 
Understanding your client 
 
Royal Opera House website: www.roh.org.uk 
 
What We Do -  The Royal Opera House: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vaBKWi3qoRU 
 
Flickr Page: http://www.flickr.com/photos/royaloperahouse 
 
The Sleeping Beauty 
 
Rehearsal of Sleeping Beauty: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q74fEYxMsuk 

 
Costume for Ballet 

 
-          Lilac fairy tutu http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7MBpEdPZAQ 
-          Jewels costumes http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=msLjmbPFmT4  
-          How Pointe Shoes are made http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q1xgzGLCvw4 
-          Old pointe shoes http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UlqNT969vFM  
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