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Dear Designer, 
 
We are very much looking forward to working with you as a Set Designer for the Royal Opera 
House. The production you will be working on the ballet The Sleeping Beauty. You will choose a 
Director’s Vision which will focus and inform your design choices.  
 
We will need to see concrete knowledge of ballet as an art form and The Sleeping Beauty and 
demonstrate how this knowledge informs your design ideas.  The following list is a research 
guide: 
 
BALLET AS AN ART FORM 

o What is ballet, and how does this affect stage design?   
o How is a story told without words? 
o How does design aid the telling of the story?   

 
THE SLEEPING BEAUTY  

o What is the story and how is it split across the Acts? (Prologue, Acts I II and III) 
o Who are the main characters?  

o What visual items are mentioned in the synopsis such as important props or furniture? 

How do you want to incorporate these items into the design?  
 
DESIGNING FOR BALLET  

o What practicalities do you need to think about when designing a set for a ballet?  
o How is the set affected by the time of day, period, season and mood 
o The progress of the ballet – how many changes of scene are necessary and how will you 

move efficiently between them? 
 

Please ensure that these elements are in your final research and designs: 
 
Research - Produce a sketchbook that shows initial and final sketches that communicate set 
design ideas for a production of The Sleeping Beauty, to be staged at the Royal Opera House.    
These designs should be inspired by one of the Director’s visions.  



 
Final Design – Construct a detailed model box to the dimensions of 1:50, which should be 55 (w) 
x 50 (h) x 42 (d) cm, or use your college’s software to demonstrate your final design ideas. This 
design should be for the whole ballet and should show how the set works from the Prologue 
through to Act III.  You may use a computer software to design and display your model box, such 
as SPACE www.space.fusedworks.com 
 
See below for other resources such as understanding your client and various other films to 
support your work. 
 
Good luck and we look forward to seeing your set designs.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Head of Production, Royal Opera House.  
 
****************************************************************************** 
FURTHER READING  
 
Understanding your client 
 
Royal Opera House website: www.roh.org.uk 
 
Flickr Page: http://www.flickr.com/photos/royaloperahouse 
 
What We Do -  The Royal Opera House: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vaBKWi3qoRU 
 
The Sleeping Beauty 
 
Rehearsal of Sleeping Beauty: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q74fEYxMsuk 

 
Set for Opera and Ballet 

- Set transfer http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=naA4T66787A 

- Hansel and Gretel: Designing Liam Scarlett’s Ballet 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6L4jO4GVSw 

- Es Devlin on model box http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MtOUlWO_h1c  
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