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2019/20 Live Cinema Season
CONCERTO/ENIGMA VARIATIONS/RAYMONDA ACT III  
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roh.org.uk/cinema

Approximate timings
Live cinema relay begins at 7.30pm; opera begins at 7.45pm

 Acts I and II 85 minutes
 Interval 25 minutes
 Act III 45 minutes
 Announcements will signal that seats should be taken.

The performance will end at approximately 10.20pm

Tweet your thoughts about tonight’s performance before it starts,  
during the interval or afterwards with #ROHdonpasquale



Synopsis
Cast

Act I
Ernesto has annoyed his rich uncle Don Pasquale by falling in love with Norina, a 
penniless young widow. Don Pasquale decides to disinherit Ernesto and get married 
himself. His friend Malatesta tells him that he has the perfect bride: his sister Sofronia, 
a quiet, convent-raised girl. Don Pasquale tells Ernesto of his plans. Ernesto decides 
that he cannot marry Norina with no money, and writes a letter breaking off their 
relationship.

Norina receives Ernesto’s letter. Malatesta arrives to reassure her: he plans to fool 
Don Pasquale into making a disastrous fake marriage, and so secure Norina and 
Ernesto’s future happiness. He instructs Norina to play the role of his sister. She  
will appear sweet and quiet until her sham marriage, and then become a harpy, who 
will torment Pasquale so much that he will allow Ernesto to marry anyone he wants. 
Norina agrees to Malatesta’s scheme with enthusiasm.

Act II
Ernesto, unaware of Malatesta’s plot, is in despair. Don Pasquale, meanwhile, is 
charmed with his prospective bride and determined to get married immediately. 
Malatesta brings a fake notary (his cousin) who draws up the marriage contract. 
While he does so, Malatesta explains what is happening to Ernesto, and persuades 
him to play along. As soon as the marriage contract is signed, Don Pasquale’s bride 
turns on him. She insults him, then orders the servants to buy new furniture.  

Interval

Act III
Don Pasquale argues with his wife about her spendthrift ways, and refuses to let her leave the 
house. She slaps him and goes out. Don Pasquale is further humiliated when he discovers a 
note detailing a tryst between his wife and her lover. He begs Malatesta to help him get rid of 
his bride. Malatesta tells him that there is only one way to do this: Don Pasquale must inform 
her that she must share her house with Ernesto’s fiancée, Norina, whom she cannot stand. 
Don Pasquale is so eager to get rid of ‘Sofronia’ that he agrees to Ernesto’s marriage. After 
further intrigue, Malatesta at last reveals how Pasquale has been tricked, and who ‘Sofronia’ 
really is. Don Pasquale is initially upset, but decides to forgive everyone. 

 
CASTING IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINTING. DETAILS OF LIVE PERFORMANCES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

 DON PASQUALE BRYN TERFEL

 ERNESTO IOAN HOTEA 
 HIS NEPHEW

 DOCTOR MALATESTA MARKUS WERBA

 NORINA OLGA PERETYATKO 
 A YOUNG WIDOW, IN LOVE WITH  

                                                       ERNESTO

 A NOTARY  BRYAN SECOMBE 
 IN REALITY MALATESTA’S COUSIN  

 CARLOTTO


