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THE STORY

PROLOGUE
Don Quixote, an eccentric yet noble old gentleman, is reading a book of adventures 
of brave knights and beautiful ladies. He becomes deluded, believing that he is the 
successor of the medieval knights-errant and his head fills with a vision of his Dulcinea, 
the lady of his dreams. His fantasy ends abruptly with the return of his servant Sancho 
Panza chased by townswomen from whom he has stolen a chicken. But Don Quixote 
quickly resumes his thoughts of Dulcinea and, with Sancho Panza at his side, sets out  
in search of chivalrous adventure.  

ACT I
The town square
The vivacious Kitri is in love with Basilio, a poor young barber. They meet happily in 
the square, but her father, the innkeeper Lorenzo, makes it clear that he wishes her to 
marry Gamache, a rich, foppish nobleman. The townsfolk are making merry but are 
interrupted by the arrival of Don Quixote and Sancho Panza. Lorenzo offers the old 
knight hospitality at his inn, but Sancho Panza is teased by the crowd until his master 
rescues him. Watching Kitri dancing with Basilio, Don Quixote becomes entranced 
by her beauty and believes that she is Dulcinea. He invites her to dance with him but 
eventually, as the square fills with people dancing, Kitri and Basilio run away together 
to get married. Lorenzo and Gamache set out in pursuit, followed by Don Quixote and 
Sancho Panzo, all of whom are bent on setting wrongs to right.  

Interval

ACT II
Scene 1: The gypsy encampment
Kitri and Basilio have strayed into a gypsy encampment. They are soon surrounded 
by gypsies who suspect the lovers have come to steal from them. As Kitri and Basilio 
explain their story to the gypsy chief, Lorenzo and Gamache arrive followed by Don 
Quixote and Sancho Panza. As the sun sets, a group of gypsy players serenade everyone 
by the camp fire. Don Quixote, dreaming once more, is distracted by a windmill.  
He mistakes it for a monster and goes on the attack with disastrous results.

Scene 2: The garden of the Dryads
Half unconscious from his injuries, Don Quixote falls exhausted into a dream-filled 
sleep in which he is transported to a magic garden. As a reward for his valour and 
faithfulness, the Queen of the Dryads brings Dulcinea to him. As his dream world  
fades Don Quixote continues his search for the lady of his dreams. 

Interval

ACT III
Scene 1: A tavern outside the town
Lorenzo and Gamache find Kitri and Basilio celebrating their reunion with friends in 
a local tavern. Lorenzo is determined to marry his daughter to the wealthy Gamache 
and in desperation Basilio decides to try playing a last trick. He pretends to stab 
himself in jealous despair, while Kitri implores Don Quixote for help. Remembering 
his vow to right a wrong, Don Quixote forces Lorenzo to bless the lovers, convinced 
that Basilio is dying. As the lovers are united, Basilio makes a miraculous recovery – 
their scheme has worked. Gamache is furious and challenges Don Quixote to a duel 
but is defeated. The old knight persuades him to propose to the young tavern girl, 
who accepts.

Scene 2: The town square
The entire town joins in the celebrations for the wedding of Kitri and Basilio.
Don Quixote, having succeeded in righting a wrong, realizes that he must continue 
his quest. Valiantly he sets out once more to perform deeds of chivalry in the name  
of his beloved Dulcinea.
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