APPROXIMATE TIMINGS

Live cinema relay begins at 7.15pm

Act | and Act Il 80 minutes
Cinema interval
Act lll 31 minutes

The live relay will end at approximately 9.50pm

Tweet your thoughts about tonight’s performance before it starts,
during the interval or afterwards with #ROHfoscari

2014/15 LIVE CINEMA SEASON
L’ELISIR D’AMORE WEDNESDAY 26 NOVEMBER 2014
ALICE’S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND TUESDAY 16 DECEMBER 2014
ANDREA CHENIER THURSDAY 29 JANUARY 2015
DER FLIEGENDE HOLLANDER TUESDAY 24 FEBRUARY 2015
SWAN LAKE TUESDAY 17 MARCH 2015
RISE AND FALL OF THE CITY OF MAHAGONNY WEDNESDAY 1 APRIL 2015
LA FILLE MAL GARDEE TUESDAY 5 MAY 2015

LA BOHEME WEDNESDAY 10 JUNE 2015
GUILLAUME TELL SUNDAY 5 JULY 2015

| DUE FOSCARI DIGITAL PROGRAMME

Royal Opera House Digital Programmes bring together a range of
specially selected films, articles, pictures and features to bring you
closer to the production. Buy yours to explore the story,
the setting, the music and the background to Verdi's / due Foscari,
and for the most recent pictures and exclusives.

Visit www.roh.org.uk/publications to find out more.

For more information about the Royal Opera House and to explore
our work further, visit www.roh.org.uk/cinema
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THE STORY

The opera is set in Venice in 1457, at the end of the long rule of Doge Francesco Foscari.
Foscari’s sons are now dead except for Jacopo, who has long been exiled for treason
and collusion in the murder of a former member of the Council of Ten. Jacopo has

been brought back to Venice for further trial by the Council, accused of forbidden
communications with a rival power, the Duke of Milan. Prominent among the Doge’s
enemies is Jacopo Loredano, son of a political rival whom Francesco Foscari was
rumoured to have had poisoned. He is gloating at the prospect of retribution.

ACT |

The Doge’s Palace

The Council of Ten and the Giunta gather. Barbarigo, a senator, announces that the Doge is
waiting for them in the Council Chamber.

Jacopo Foscari arrives from his prison for an audience with the Council. He is overjoyed
to see Venice again (Dal piu remoto esilio), but doubts that the Council will treat him with
justice (Odio solo, ed odio atroce).

Jacopo’s wife Lucrezia intends to persuade the Doge to save her husband, and prays to
God for help (Tu al cui sguardo onnipossente). Lucrezia’s friend Pisana tells her that the Council
have sentenced Jacopo to exile. Lucrezia denounces the Council and declares that God will
avenge Jacopo (O patrizi, tremate IEterno).

The Council of Ten confirms that Jacopo will be exiled again, and praises the impartiality of its justice.

Doge Francesco Foscari broods unhappily on his son’s fate but is powerless to help him
(O vecchio cor che batti). Lucrezia arrives to plead for her husband. Francesco has nothing but
sympathy, but as Doge he must uphold the laws of Venice, so cannot overule the Council.
Lucrezia demands that the Doge restore her husband to her and denounces the Council
(Tu pur lo sai che giudice). The Doge’s anguish at his impossible position gives Lucrezia hope.

ACT I

Scene 1: The prison within the Doge’s Palace

In prison, Jacopo is tormented by visions of past prisoners in the cells, including Carmagnola,
a traitorous mercenary who was executed (Non maledirmi, o prode). Lucrezia arrives and gives
Jacopo the news of his return to exile. Husband and wife savour a few minutes together

(No, non morrai). The Doge comes to bid his son farewell. Jacopo is comforted by his father’s
love (Nel tuo paterno amplesso), but the Doge still feels that his duty to the state must override
his paternal feelings. Loredano comes to prepare Jacopo for his return to exile in Crete.

He is contemptuous of the Foscaris’ grief, and refuses to allow Lucrezia and her children to
accompany Jacopo into exile.

Scene 2: The Hall of the Council of Ten

The Council confirms Jacopo’s crimes of murder and treason and his exile. Jacopo
continues to plead his innocence. His father urges him to accept his fate. Lucrezia enters
with her children to plead for mercy one final time (Queste innocenti lagrime). The Council is
adamant: Jacopo must return alone to exile. Jacopo has a premonition of his death.

Interval

ACT Il
Scene 1: The piazzetta of San Marco

The people are celebrating a festival, in contrast to the Doge’s sorrow. Jacopo says goodbye

to Lucrezia and their children (All’infelice veglio) and urges them to remain stoical. Loredano

rejoices as Jacopo is led away.

The Doge mourns his family’s fate: he may never see his son again. Barbarigo hurries in

with evidence that proves Jacopo is indeed innocent of murder. But it is too late — Lucrezia

comes to tell the Doge that his son died on leaving Venice. She curses Jacopo’s persecutors

(P11t non vive!).

Scene 2: The Doge’s Palace

Loredano leads in the other members of the Council, who demand the Doge’s resignation.

Foscari reminds them that they refused twice in the past to allow him to abdicate: he was

even forced to swear an oath that he would remain Doge until his death. He demands that

the Council returns his son to him (Questa dunque é I'iniqua mercede). The Council remains

unmoved and they seize his robes and symbols of office. As the bells of San Marco ring out

for his successor, Francesco Foscari collapses, dead.

CAST

FRANCESCO FOSCARI
DOGE OF VENICE

JACOPO FOSCARI
SON OF THE DOGE OF VENICE

LUCREZIA CONTARINI
JACOPO FOSCARI'S WIFE

JACOPO LOREDANO
MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TEN

BARBARIGO
SENATOR AND MEMBER OF THE GIUNTA

PISANA
LUCREZIA'S CONFIDANTE AND FRIEND

FANTE
AN ATTENDANT

SERVANT OF THE DOGE

PLACIDO DOMINGO

FRANCESCO MELI

MARIA AGRESTA

MAURIZIO MURARO

SAMUEL SAKKER

RACHEL KELLY

LEE HICKENBOTTOM

DOMINIC BARRAND

JACOPO AND LUCREZIA’S CHILDREN, VENETIANS, THE COUNCIL OF TEN,
THE GIUNTA, LADIES IN WAITING, NUNS, PRIESTS, MYSTERY PLAYERS,
COUNCIL SERVANTS, PRISON GUARDS AND TORTURERS

CASTING IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINTING. DETAILS OF LIVE PERFORMANCE ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

PURCHASE YOUR DIGITAL PROGRAMME TO VIEW THE LATEST INFORMATION



