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Prologue
Nuremberg: Luther’s tavern
The opera singer Stella is trying to arrange a romantic rendezvous with the poet Hoffmann.
Hoffmann’s rival, Councillor Lindorf, bribes Stella's servant Andrès to intercept Stella’s note to  
the poet. Students pour into the tavern for the interval of Don Giovanni, in which Stella is singing. 
Hoffmann enters with his friend Nicklausse and performs a comic song for the company, though 
his thoughts soon wander to Stella. Lindorf taunts Hoffmann about his drunkenness and unhappy 
love life, and Hoffmann declares that he will tell the story of his three great loves. 

Act I
Paris: Spalanzani’s house
The inventor Spalanzani hopes to end his financial difficulties by exhibiting his life-sized 
mechanical doll, Olympia, to Parisian society. However, he worries that Coppélius, who made 
Olympia’s eyes, will want a share in his profits. Hoffmann has observed Olympia through a window 
and fallen in love with her. His feelings strengthen when he sees her face to face. Coppélius arrives 
to claim his money, and sells Hoffmann a pair of magical glasses through which Olympia appears 
completely human. At a party held by Spalanzani, Olympia delights everyone with her singing,  
and Hoffmann falls ever deeper in love. But his happiness is short-lived. Coppélius has discovered 
that Spalanzani is attempting to cheat him, and in revenge sabotages the doll. As Hoffmann and 
Olympia dance a waltz, she flies out of control, smashing the poet’s magic glasses. Coppélius 
destroys the doll, and the party guests laugh at Hoffmann’s gullibility. 

Act II
Venice: Giulietta’s palazzo
Hoffmann and Nicklausse attend a party given by the courtesan Giulietta, to whom Hoffmann  
is very attracted. Dappertutto, a collector of human spirits, observes this and bribes Giulietta  
with a diamond to steal Hoffmann’s reflection. Giulietta seduces Hoffmann and carries out the 
magician’s command. Her previous lover Schlemil finds her and Hoffmann embracing; 
Dappertutto interrupts their confrontation to reveal that Hoffmann no longer has a reflection. 
Giulietta leaves, and Hoffmann and Schlemil fight a duel in which Schlemil is killed. Hoffmann 
rushes off to find Giulietta, only to hear her contemptuous laugh as she glides away in her gondola. 

Act III
Munich: Crespel’s house
Hoffmann arranges a rendezvous with the frail singer Antonia, against the wishes of her protective 
father Crespel. When he overhears a conversation between Crespel and the sinister Doctor Miracle, 
Hoffmann understands that singing is destroying Antonia’s health, and makes her promise to give 
up her music. However, Miracle tempts Antonia to disobey both Hoffmann and her father, 
conjuring up a spirit of the girl’s dead opera singer mother, under whose influence Antonia sings 
herself to death. Hoffmann and Crespel are devastated.

Epilogue
Luther’s Tavern
Stella arrives to meet Hoffmann, only to find him insensible with drink. Lindorf seizes his chance 
and leaves with Stella. Hoffmann’s Muse pleads with the poet to dedicate himself to his art.
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 ANDRÈS/COCHENILLE/ VINCENT ORDONNEAU 
 PITTICHINACCIO/FRANTZ
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