
T H E  R OYA L  O P E R A
MUSIC DIRECTOR SIR ANTONIO PAPPANO

DIRECTOR OF OPERA KASPER HOLTEN

For more information about the Royal Opera House, to watch the  
extra features from this performance again and to explore  

our work further, visit www.roh.org.uk

Our Cinema Season is supported by Bank of America Merrill Lynch.  
This collaboration enables the Royal Opera House to expand access to  
great performances of opera and ballet far beyond the current levels,  

enabling people to get direct contact with both live and recorded  
productions in their home towns, wherever that may be across the world.

2013/14 LIVE CINEMA SEASON
 TURANDOT TUESDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 2013

DON QUIXOTE WEDNESDAY 16 OCTOBER 2013 

LES VÊPRES SICILIENNES MONDAY 4 NOVEMBER 2013

THE NUTCRACKER THURSDAY 12 DECEMBER 2013

PARSIFAL WEDNESDAY 18 DECEMBER 2013

GISELLE MONDAY 27 JANUARY 2014

DON GIOVANNI WEDNESDAY 12 FEBRUARY

THE SLEEPING BEAUTY WEDNESDAY 19 MARCH 2014

THE WINTER’S TALE MONDAY 28 APRIL 2014 

MANON LESCAUT TUESDAY 24 JUNE 2014

TURANDOT
LYRIC DRAMA IN THREE ACTS AND FIVE SCENES

IN ASSOCIATION  
WITH

Tweet your thoughts about tonight’s performance before it starts,  
during the interval or afterwards with #ROHturandot

APPROXIMATE TIMINGS

Live cinema relay begins at 7.15pm 
 Act I 30 minutes

Cinema interval
 Act II 40 minutes

Cinema interval
 Act III 40 minutes

The live relay will end at approximately 10.20pm

MUSIC GIACOMO PUCCINI (COMPLETED BY FRANCO ALFANO)

LIBRETTO GIUSEPPE ADAMI AND RENATO SIMONI AFTER CARLO GOZZI

PROPERTY OF CASA RICORDI SRL, MILANO, BY ARRANGEMENT WITH G. RICORDI & CO (LONDON) LTD

CONDUCTOR HENRIK NÁNÁSI

ORIGINAL DIRECTOR ANDREI SERBAN
REVIVAL DIRECTOR ANDREW SINCLAIR

DESIGNS SALLY JACOBS
LIGHTING DESIGN F. MITCHELL DANA

CHOREOGRAPHY KATE FLATT
CHOREOLOGIST TATIANA NOVAES-COELHO

ROYAL OPERA CHORUS
CHORUS DIRECTOR RENATO BALSADONNA

ORCHESTRA OF THE ROYAL OPERA HOUSE
CONCERT MASTER VASKO VASSILEV

DIRECTED FOR THE SCREEN BY  
IAN RUSSELL

LIVE FROM THE  
ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 

TUESDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 2013  
AT 7.15PM



THE STORY

ACT I

Princess Turandot of China has sworn an oath that no man will possess her. However, she offers 
her suitors a chance: if one of them can answer correctly the three riddles which she asks him, he 
can marry her. If not, he must die.

Inside the walls of Peking, a crowd wait for the execution of the Prince of Persia who has failed 
the test of the riddles. As the guards push back the excited people, a blind old man falls, and is 
helped up by his companion, a young girl. A young man comes to help them and recognizes the 
blind man as the exiled King Timur of Tartary. He reveals himself as Timur’s son Calaf, who was 
separated from his father after the loss of their kingdom. Timur’s companion is Liù, one of his slave 
girls, who has cared for him since their exile. It becomes clear that Liù cares deeply for Calaf.

The Prince of Persia is led in by the servants of the executioner. Turandot arrives to confirm the 
Prince’s death. Calaf is horrified, but, as soon as he sees the Princess, is captivated by her beauty. 
Despite the warnings of the ministers Ping, Pong and Pang, he vows to win Turandot himself. Liù 
implores him to leave with her and Timur (Signore, ascolta). Calaf tries to console her (Non piangere, 
Liù) but remains determined, and strikes the gong to signal his intention to woo the Princess. 

Interval

ACT II

Ping, Pong and Pang complain about the endless executions caused by Turandot’s obstinacy. Each 
longs to leave Peking for the peace of his country home. 

Wise Men arrive holding the scrolls containing the answers to Turandot’s riddles. Calaf, calling 
himself ‘the Unknown Prince’, is brought before Turandot’s father, the Emperor Altoum. The 
Emperor begs the ‘Unknown Prince’ to leave, and explains how he must die if he fails to answer 
Turandot’s riddles correctly. Calaf remains obstinate.

Turandot arrives for the test of the riddles. She explains the reason for her cruelty (In questa 
reggia). Many centuries before, her ancestress Princess Lo-u-Ling was raped and killed by an 
invader. Turandot sees herself as the reincarnation of Lo-u-Ling and has therefore vowed that no 
one will possess her. The riddles are her one concession. She reminds Calaf that their outcome has 
so far always been death. Calaf insists on attempting to solve the riddles. Turandot asks him: what 
is the ghost which all the world invokes and is constantly renewed; what flickers like a flame when 
a man dreams of conquest; what is frost that burns, that makes a king of the one it accepts as a 
slave? Encouraged by the crowd, Calaf correctly answers: Hope! Blood! Turandot! Turandot is now 
his. But Calaf does not wish the Princess to give herself to him unwillingly, and therefore proposes 
another test. Turandot does not know his name – if she can discover it during the night, he is 
prepared to die at dawn. If not, he will possess her. 

Interval

ACT III

Calaf awaits dawn, while the voices of heralds announce that no one in Peking shall sleep until the 
name of the ‘Unknown Prince’ has been discovered. Calaf is confident that he will win Turandot 
(Nessun dorma). Ping, Pong and Pang attempt to get him to leave, offering him beautiful women, 
riches and glory if he renounces Turandot. Calaf remains firm, to the annoyance of the ministers and 
the rage of the crowd, who begin to threaten him. 

Timur and Liù have been discovered and are dragged in. They were seen with Calaf the day 
before and are suspected of knowing his name. Turandot is summoned, and orders Liù to be 
tortured until she reveals the Unknown Prince’s identity. Liù explains to Turandot that she can 
bear the torture due to her love of the stranger (Tu, che di gel sei cinto). Still refusing to reveal his 
name, she kills herself. Timur and the crowd lament her death and carry her body away. 

Calaf and Turandot are left alone, and Calaf accuses Turandot of inhumanity. To begin with, 
she is cold and unyielding, but finally she succumbs to Calaf’s embrace. Still not wishing Turandot 
to marry him unwillingly, Calaf tells her his name and places himself in her power. Turandot 
summons the Emperor and people, and proudly declares that she now knows the name of the 
foreigner. It is Love, she states. As Calaf and Turandot embrace, the crowd rejoices.
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