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SUPPORT OUR ONGOING 
RECOVERY

We are so glad to welcome our artists back to our theatres 
to perform for you the opera and ballet you love. During 
the pandemic we lost £3 in every £5 of our income and we 
continue to feel the impact as we recover. Sustaining the 
future of ballet and opera has never been so important. 
Please consider making a donation to the Royal Opera 
House community today and help support the future of 
ballet and opera.

roh.org.uk/donate



SYNOPSIS
Attila, King of the Huns, has invaded Italy. On his way to 

besiege Rome, he has destroyed the city of Aquileia. 

PROLOGUE

SCENE I 
The city of Aquileia

Attila’s victorious army is celebrating the destruction of 
Aquileia. Attila arrives. Against Attila’s orders, one of his 
soldiers, Uldino, has saved a group of partisan women who 
took part in the fighting. Odabella, their leader, so impresses 
Attila by her bravery and patriotism that he falls in love with 
her. He offers to grant her a favour; when she asks for a sword 
he gives her his own. Attila departs, but Odabella is exultant: 
she vows to use the sword to avenge all she has lost.

The women leave and Attila sends for the envoy from Rome. 
It is Ezio, a Roman general whom he has known in battle 
but whom he nevertheless respects. Ezio asks for a private 
audience. During a stirring duet Ezio reveals that he is 
alienated by the current decadence of the Roman Empire. 
He proposes that they unite, on one condition: ‘Avrai tu 
l’universo, resti l’Italia a me’ - ‘You will have the whole 
world, leave Italy to me’. Taken aback by Ezio’s willingness to 
betray his people, Attila rejects his offer and accuses Ezio of 
treachery. Attila vows to march on Rome and destroy it.

SCENE II
A mudflat on the Adriatic island of Rivus Altus

Following a night of raging storms, hermits pray to God. They 
see a fleet of boats approaching across the lagoon, carrying 
refugees from Aquileia. The refugees are led by Foresto, who 
is mourning the loss of Odabella, his betrothed. He urges the 
people to establish an encampment where they have landed 
and to build a fine city which ‘will rise like a phoenix from 
the lagoon’. (This city will later become known as Venice.)

ACT I

SCENE I
A wood near Attila’s camp outside Rome

Odabella laments her father’s death in the fighting at Aquileia. 
Foresto arrives, disguised as a Hun. After secretly observing 
Odabella, he confronts her, accusing her of betraying him and 
her country by associating with her father’s murderer, Attila. 
Odabella, in despair, reminds him of the biblical story of 
Judith, who saved Israel by decapitating Holofernes on their 
wedding night. Foresto is astonished at her savage scheme for 
revenge and forgives her. They renew their vows of love.

SCENE II
Attila’s tent

Attila awakes from a nightmare and cries out for Uldino. In his 
dream, a man barred his entrance to Rome, saying ‘To be the 
scourge of mankind is your only task; turn back! The road is 
closed. This city belongs to God’. Attila fights his superstitious 
fear of the dream by rallying his men to advance on Rome. 
Before the gates of the city a distant hymn is heard. Christian 
children and women are approaching, led by the Roman 
General Leone, who utters the words Attila heard in his dream. 
Attila collapses in terror and prostrates himself before Leone. 

INTERVAL

ACT II
The outskirts of Rome

Ezio reads a dispatch from the Roman Emperor Valentinian: a 
truce has been declared with the Huns and Ezio is ordered to 
return to Rome. He reflects bitterly on Rome’s decline from 
glory. A group of Attila’s men arrive and invite Ezio and his 
captains to a banquet. One of them stays behind. It is Foresto, 
disguised as a slave. He tells Ezio to put his troops on the alert 
and to attack the Huns when he sees the signal of a flaming 
beacon. Ezio declares his readiness to die for Rome in battle.

Attila welcomes Ezio to a banquet in celebration of the 
truce. Attila’s followers warn him not to sit near Ezio, but 
he ignores them. Suddenly, a fierce gust of wind blows 
out the torches. It is taken by the superstitious Huns as 
a doom-laden omen. In the confusion, Foresto reveals to 
Odabella that Attila’s wine has been poisoned; and Ezio 
renews his offer of a pact with Attila. 

The sky clears and festivities resume. As Attila proposes a 
toast, Odabella dashes the chalice from his lips and saves 
his life. Foresto admits it was he who poisoned the wine. 
Odabella asks Attila to spare Foresto’s life in return for her 
having warned Attila of danger. He agrees and declares 
that the following day he will make Odabella his bride. 
In a multi-layered ensemble she urges Foresto to flee. 
He, on his part, swears vengeance for what he sees as her 
treachery. The Huns and Romans renew their hostility.

ACT III
Outside Attila’s camp

Foresto, waiting to hear when Odabella’s wedding will take 
place, contemplates her behaviour. He is tormented at the 
thought that she should have betrayed him. Ezio impatiently 
demands the signal for the Roman army to attack the Huns.

Odabella rushes in, distraught, charging the imagined ghost 
of her father with Attila’s sword. Seeing Foresto, she pleads for 
forgiveness: she has always loved him. Attila arrives to claim 
his bride. He accuses Odabella, Foresto and Ezio of treachery. 
As the sounds of battle reach them, Odabella to seizes the 
opportunity to kill Attila. He dies, unable to believe that the 
woman he loved has turned against him.

SAFETY GUIDELINES
The safety of our visitors, staff and artists is still our 
priority and we continue to have strict cleaning regimes 
and enhanced ventilation in place. There are hand sanitiser 
stations throughout the building. To help us provide a 
comfortable experience for everyone, please be mindful of 
others and their personal space.


