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The 2021/22 Royal Ballet Season generously supported by 
AUD JEBSEN

FRIDAY 3 DECEMBER 2021 AT 7.30PM
This is the 614th performance by The Royal Ballet at the 
Royal Opera House.

Tonight we celebrate Laura Morera’s 25 years with 
The Royal Ballet since joining the Company in 1995.

APPROXIMATE TIMINGS
The performance will last approximately 2 hours 15 minutes, 
including one interval

ACT I 55 minutes

INTERVAL 25 minutes

ACT II 55 minutes

COVID-19 SAFETY GUIDELINES
We want to welcome you back into the building in a way 
that keeps you, our staff and our artists safe. As a courtesy 
to each other and to help us provide a comfortable and 
enjoyable experience for everyone, please wear a face 
covering at all times, unless exempt for medical reasons.

Please be mindful of others and their personal space when 
moving around the theatre and queueing for bars and 
toilets. Regular cleaning is taking place, with particular 
attention to high-touch areas such as bannisters and toilets. 
Hand gel will be available throughout the building.

CAST
Giselle* LAURA MORERA 
Albrecht FEDERICO BONELLI replaces RYOICHI HIRANO
Hilarion DAVID DONNELLY 
Myrtha MAYARA MAGRI replaces CLAIRE CALVERT
Berthe CHRISTINA ARESTIS
Wilfred KEVIN EMERTON
The Duke of Courland BENNET GARTSIDE
Bathilde ANNETTE BUVOLI
Leader of the Hunt THOMAS WHITEHEAD
Pas de six 

MARIKO SASAKI, JOONHYUK JUN,
SAE MAEDA, DAVID YUDES,
ASHLEY DEAN, TAISUKE NAKAO
Moyna OLIVIA COWLEY
Zulme GINA STORM-JENSEN 
Peasants, Courtiers and Wilis 
ARTISTS OF THE ROYAL BALLET

*The role of Giselle is supported by 
STUART AND JILL STEELE
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SYNOPSIS
Giselle, a peasant girl, has fallen in love with Count 
Albrecht, who tells her that he is a villager named Loys. 
Her superstitious mother, Berthe, hopes that Giselle will 
marry the forester Hilarion and warns her against Loys. To 
discourage Giselle, Berthe recounts the legend of the Wilis, 
ghosts of young women who dance to death any man who 
crosses their path between midnight and dawn. Giselle 
disregards her mother and joins in the harvest celebrations 
with Loys.

Wilfred, Albrecht’s squire, warns him that a hunting party is 
approaching, led by the Duke of Courland and the Countess 
Bathilde (Albrecht’s future bride). Albrecht hides, but 
Hilarion has witnessed this meeting and decides to discover 
the secret of his true identity. The hunting party arrives. 
Giselle dances for the nobles and tells Bathilde that she too is 
engaged. The Countess gives her a necklace and asks to rest in 
Berthe’s cottage. The Duke decides to continue the hunt and 
leaves a hunting horn so that he and the rest of the party can 
be recalled when Bathilde wants to rejoin them.

Hilarion now appears from Loys’s cottage, having found 
Albrecht’s sword. It bears the same crest as the hunting horn 
– this is the evidence he needs. Albrecht returns and Hilarion 
reveals the truth: that Loys is really Albrecht. He sounds the 
horn, the hunting party returns and Bathilde, coming out of 
the cottage, claims Albrecht as her fiancé. The shock is too 
much for Giselle. In her madness she relives her love for ‘Loys’ 
and, seizing his sword, she kills herself.

INTERVAL

Hilarion keeps vigil by Giselle’s grave, which lies deep in 
the forest. It is midnight and the Wilis materialize, causing 
Hilarion to flee in terror. Myrtha, their queen, arrives and 
summons her Wilis. She initiates Giselle into their rites. 
Albrecht approaches and lays flowers at Giselle’s grave. When 
her spirit appears, he follows it into the forest.

Hilarion, pursued by the Wilis, is forced into an endless 
dance. Exhausted, he is driven into the lake and drowns.

The Wilis now seek out Albrecht. When Myrtha commands 
him to dance, Giselle urges him to the safety of the cross. But 
Myrtha orders Giselle to entice him away by dancing with 
him, rendering him powerless. Giselle tries to sustain him, 
but he becomes weaker and weaker as the night progresses. 
Just as he is about to die, dawn breaks. Daylight destroys the 
Wilis’ power and they fade away. Giselle returns to her grave, 
leaving Albrecht sorrowful and alone.

— Peter Wright
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ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 
RECOVERY CAMPAIGN
Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences 
are at the heart of what we do on our stages, backstage, 
online, in cinemas and in our communities. Since March 
2020 we have lost £3 in every £5 of our income and we 
are hugely grateful for all the support we have received, 
including from Arts Council England and government, and 
from you, our generous audiences.

In September 2020, we launched our fundraising Recovery 
Campaign, which continues to form a vital part of our long 
journey back to a fully functioning and sustainable theatre.

Please consider making a donation to help us secure the 
future of ballet and opera.

roh.org.uk/donate


