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APPROXIMATE TIMINGS
The performance will last approximately 4 hours  
35 minutes, including two intervals

ACT I 1 hour 5 minutes

INTERVAL 30 minutes

ACT II 1 hour 25 minutes

INTERVAL 25 minutes

ACT III 1 hour 10 minutes

CAST
Herald DEREK WELTON
King Heinrich der Vogler GÁBOR BRETZ
Friedrich von Telramund CRAIG COLCLOUGH
Ortrud ANNA SMIRNOVA
Elsa von Brabant JENNIFER DAVIS
Lohengrin BRANDON JOVANOVICH
First follower of Telramund ELGAN LLŶR THOMAS
Second follower of Telramund THANDO MJANDANA*

Third follower of Telramund MATTHEW DURKAN
Fourth follower of Telramund THOMAS D. HOPKINSON
Four women at the wedding KATY BATHO,  
DEBORAH PEAKE-JONES, RENATA SKARELYTE, 
LOUISE ARMIT
Bridesmaids KATHRYN JENKIN, KIERA LYNESS, 
TAMSIN COOMBS, MARIANNE COTTERILL, EMMA SMITH, 
ANDREA HAZELL, CARI SEARLE, AMANDA BALDWIN, 
ELIZABETH KEY
Gottfried JUDE O’SULLIVAN 
Saxon, Thuringian and Brabantine Men and Women, 
Soldiers, Attendants

*THANDO MJANDANA is a member of the Jette Parker  
Young Artists Anniversary Company 

EXTRA CHORUS
Sopranos SUSAN BOYD, JESSICA BROAD, 
BERNADETTE LORD, ALISON RAYNER,  
JULIET SCHIEMANN, ROSALIND WATERS,  
RACHEL WOLSELEY, VANESSA WOODFINE
Mezzo-sopranos JEANETTE AGER, MARIA BROWN, 
SIOBHAIN GIBSON, ZOË HAYDN, MARIA JONES, 
HYACINTH NICHOLLS, JENNIFER WESTWOOD,  
SIDONIE WINTER
Tenors ROBERT AMON, PHILLIP BELL, SIMON BIAZECK, 
PHILLIP BROWN, ANDREW BURDEN, ANDREW BUSHER, 
JONATHAN ENGLISH, DARRELL FORKIN,  
ANDREW FRIEDHOFF, JAMES GEER,  
ANDREW MACKENZIE-WICKS, RICHARD MONK,  
RICHARD REAVILLE, JAMES SCARLETT, ALEX WALL
Basses JAMES BIRCHALL, MARK CAMPBELL-GRIFFITHS, 
EUGENE DILLON-HOOPER, OLIVER GIBBS,  
GAVIN HORSLEY, DARRON MOORE, JOHN MORGAN, 
MARTIN NELSON, SIMON PREECE, MARK SABERTON, 
JOCHEN VAN AST, JONATHAN WOOD
Actors CHRIS AGHA, ANDREW HAYLER, JAMAL LOWE, 
MICHAEL LARCOMBE, SAM MORRIS, LUCAS PIQUERO, 
SEBASTIAN ROSE, LUKE SHEPPARD, JAMES UNSWORTH, 
HARRY WINCHESTER

Sung in German with English surtitles



SYNOPSIS
When the Duke of Brabant died, he left his children Elsa and 
Gottfried in the care of Friedrich von Telramund. Gottfried has 
mysteriously disappeared, and Telramund has accused Elsa of his 
murder. 

ACT I

King Heinrich has arrived in Antwerp to recruit the Brabantines 
to join him in defending Germany against Hungarian invasion. 
Telramund tells the King that Gottfried of Brabant has been 
murdered by his sister Elsa, and claims the dukedom. The Herald 
summons Elsa. Elsa tells the King how she prayed to God in 
her distress, and saw a vision of a knight who will vindicate her. 
Telramund demands that Elsa’s defender fight him in single 
combat. The Herald orders Elsa’s champion to appear. As Elsa 
prays, a stranger (Lohengrin) mysteriously arrives. He offers to 
fight for Elsa on one condition: that she never asks his name or 
where he comes from. Elsa agrees and they vow to be faithful to 
each other. As the men prepare to fight, King Heinrich leads the 
Brabantines in prayer. Lohengrin defeats Telramund but spares 
his life. Elsa rejoices, but Telramund’s wife Ortrud rages at her 
husband’s defeat.

INTERVAL

ACT II

Telramund blames Ortrud for his public disgrace: it was on her 
suggestion that he accused Elsa. He feels that God has punished 
him, but Ortrud scorns the Christian God, and urges Telramund 
to vengeance. She argues that if Elsa persuades her knight to 
reveal his name, he will lose his magical powers. Elsa arrives, 
and Ortrud confides in her, telling her that she fears that she and 
Telramund will be banished. Elsa promises to protect Ortrud. 
Ortrud secretly calls on the pagan gods to aid her revenge, before 
falsely promising to serve Elsa, and sowing seeds of doubt in 
Elsa’s mind about her mysterious future husband. 

The Herald informs the Brabantines that Telramund is an 
outlaw, and that Elsa’s knight – the newly-crowned Protector of 
Brabant – will lead the Brabantines into battle for King Heinrich. 
While most of the Brabantines rejoice at this news, Telramund 
promises a small, resentful group that he will help them destroy 
the stranger.

The wedding celebrations are interrupted by Ortrud, who 
accuses Elsa’s knight of sorcery, and declares that Telramund was 
wrongly accused. Telramund bursts in and challenges Lohengrin 
to reveal his name – but the bridegroom replies that he will 
answer only to Elsa. He appeals to his bride, who promises never 
to doubt him, and the wedding celebrations continue.

INTERVAL

ACT III

Following the wedding, bridesmaids accompany Elsa and her 
knight to their bedroom with a song. Alone with her husband, 
she recalls how he came to her in a dream – and wishes she could 
know his name. Despite Lohengrin’s reassurances, she becomes 
increasingly fearful that he will leave her, and hallucinates that 
she sees the swan returning to take him away. Unable to bear 
it, she asks him who he is, and where he comes from – and at 
that moment, Telramund breaks in and attacks Lohengrin. 
Lohengrin kills Telramund, and orders Elsa to go before the 
King, where he will tell her what she wishes to know. 

The body of Telramund is brought before the King by the 
Brabantines. Lohengrin is summoned, and he informs Heinrich 
that he can no longer lead the people as their Protector. He 
admits to killing Telramund, describing how Elsa broke her 
promise to him, and reveals his identity at last: he is Lohengrin, 
from the land of Monsalvat, and his father is Parsifal, guardian 
of the Holy Grail. 

Now the Grail summons him home. Elsa begs for forgiveness, 
but in vain: the swan returns. Lohengrin reveals to Elsa that 
the creature is her brother, Gottfried. Had she kept her vow, 
Gottfried would have been restored to her after a year. Ortrud 
reveals that she turned Gottfried into a swan, and that the pagan 
gods have had their revenge. In response, Lohengrin prays to 
the power of the Grail, and Gottfried resumes his human form. 
Lohengrin departs.

PRODUCTION
Music Preparation RICHARD HETHERINGTON, 
CHRISTOPHER WILLIS, MARK PACKWOOD,  
EDMUND WHITEHEAD, ERIKA GUNDESEN,  
PATRICK MILNE, ANTHONY LEGGE
Assistant Director MATTHEW MONAGHAN
Fight Arranger LOCKHART OGILVIE
Assistant to the Movement Director LUKE SHEPPARD 
German language coach FRANZISKA ROTH

GUIDANCE
Please note that there will be flickering projection effects 
approximately 25 minutes into Act I for around three 
minutes, approximately four and eight minutes into Act II 
for around 30 seconds each time, and approximately 50 
minutes into Act III for around three minutes.

ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 
RECOVERY CAMPAIGN
We are so glad to welcome our artists back to our theatres 
to perform for you the opera and ballet you love. During 
the pandemic we lost £3 in every £5 of our income and we 
continue to feel the impact as we recover. Sustaining the 
future of ballet and opera has never been so important. 
Please consider making a donation to the Royal Opera 
House community today and help support the future of 
ballet and opera. roh.org.uk/donate

SAFETY GUIDELINES
The safety of our visitors, staff and artists are still our 
priority and we continue to have strict cleaning regimes 
and enhanced ventilation in place. There are hand sanitiser 
stations throughout the building. To help us provide a 
comfortable experience for everyone, please be mindful of 
others and their personal space. Wearing a face mask is no 
longer required, but staff and visitors are welcome to wear 
one. Some seats in our auditorium are very close to our staff 
members and artists, such as the front row of the Orchestra 
Stalls, and seats near where our ushers and camera operators 
sit during the performance. These seats are clearly marked 
with a mask sign, and we ask those sitting in those seats to 
wear a face covering if they are able to. On behalf of our staff 
and artists, thank you.


