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APPROXIMATE TIMINGS
The performance lasts about 1 hour 30 minutes, including 
one interval

MAVRA 30 minutes

INTERVAL 20 minutes

PIERROT LUNAIRE 40 minutes

MAVRA
Opera Buffa in One Act

Music IGOR STRAVINSKY
Libretto BORIS KOCHNO after Pushkin’s story  
‘The Little House in Kolomna’ 

Arrangement for chamber ensemble PAUL PHILLIPS
Sung in Russian with English surtitles

Parasha APRIL KOYEJO-AUDIGER** 
Vasily/Mavra EGOR ZHURAVSKII*
Mother SARAH PRING 
Neighbour IDUNNU MÜNCH

All performances of Mavra are given by permission of 
BOOSEY & HAWKES MUSIC PUBLISHERS LIMITED

PIERROT LUNAIRE
Melodrama

Music ARNOLD SCHOENBERG
Text ALBERT GIRAUD, translated by OTTO HARTLEBEN
Sung in German with English surtitles

Pierrot ALEXANDRA LOWE*

PRODUCTION CREDITS
Music Preparation DAVID GOWLAND and JPYAP  
coaching staff

Assistant Conductor ERIKA GUNDESEN
Assistant Director MADELEINE BROOKS
Lighting Associate ALAN MOONEY
Mavra language coach HELENA BAYLISS 
Pierrot lunaire language coach KATJA PARMAR

GUIDANCE
Flashing lights in Pierrot lunaire.

Approximately 13 minutes into Pierrot lunaire, there will be 
a minute-long blackout, which will include several bright 
flashes of light, lasting approximately 5 seconds. From 
approximately 30 minutes in, a flickering effect will be 
created, lasting approximately 4 minutes.

The performance on 17 May is interpreted into British Sign 
Language by LAURA GOULDEN

18 May is an Audio Described Performance with a Touch 
Tour, by VOCALEYES BY DI LANGFORD AND  
ELEANOR MARGOLIES. Braille cast sheet available.

The performance on 22 May is a Relaxed Performance. This 
means there is a more relaxed approach to making noise 
during the show and coming in and out of the theatre.



MAVRA SYNOPSIS
Parasha is stuck indoors, singing a folk song as she wonders 
when she will next see her boyfriend, the soldier Vasily. He 
arrives and calls to her through the window. After a brief 
quarrel, they make up and arrange to meet in secret the 
following day.

Parasha’s Mother enters, grieving the loss of their old maid 
Fyokla, and lamenting the sorry state of the house. She sends 
Parasha to go and find a new cook. While Mother is fondly 
reminiscing about life with Fyokla, the Neighbour comes to 
call. They chat about the weather.

Parasha returns with a new cook who goes by the name of 
‘Mavra’. The women mourn Fyokla, and then celebrate the 
perfect and cheap new maid. The Neighbour leaves, and 
Mother tasks Parasha with explaining Mavra’s duties to her. 
Alone at last, Parasha and Vasily revel in the success of their 
plan and their love for each other.

Reluctantly, Parasha agrees to go out with Mother for a walk, 
leaving ‘Mavra’ to get on with cleaning and cooking. Left 
alone, the new maid takes the opportunity to shave.

Mother returns to the house unexpectedly and is stunned to 
walk in on the new cook, mid-shave. Hearing a commotion, 
the Neighbour arrives and witnesses Mother in shock. Mavra 
makes a swift exit, leaving chaos in their wake. 
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ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 
RECOVERY CAMPAIGN
Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences 
are at the heart of what we do on our stages, backstage, 
online, in cinemas and in our communities. Since March 
2020 we have lost £3 in every £5 of our income and we 
are hugely grateful for all the support we have received, 
including from Arts Council England and government, and 
from you, our generous audiences.

In September 2020, we launched our fundraising Recovery 
Campaign, which continues to form a vital part of our long 
journey back to a fully functioning and sustainable theatre.

Please consider making a donation to help us secure the 
future of ballet and opera.

roh.org.uk/donate

 

COVID-19 SAFETY GUIDELINES
We want to welcome you back into the building in a way 
that keeps you, our staff and our artists safe. As a courtesy 
to each other and to help us provide a comfortable and 
enjoyable experience for everyone, please wear a face 
covering at all times, unless exempt for medical reasons. 

Please be mindful of others and their personal space when 
moving around the theatre and queueing for bars and 
toilets. Regular cleaning is taking place, with particular 
attention to high-touch areas such as bannisters and toilets. 
Hand gel will be available throughout the building.

PIERROT LUNAIRE SYNOPSIS
Made mad by moonlight, Pierrot is released into a dream-like 
state, liberated from the trappings of reality.

Pierrot enters a shifting and nightmarish landscape, ruled over 
by natural forces and the power of the mind.

Following a journey of self-discovery and a terrifying glimpse 
into the abyss, Pierrot returns once again to consciousness, 
alone.


