
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 5 June 2019 

 

One month to go until the free live broadcast of Carmen on the BP Big 

Screen all over the UK 

 

Audiences across the UK can enjoy free culture on their doorstep as Barrie 

Kosky’s high kicking, high-energy opera Carmen is broadcast live as part of the 

Royal Opera House BP Big Screens. On Tuesday 2 July at 6.30pm, audiences 

can pack a picnic and head with friends and families to 24 sites all over the UK, 

from Aberdeen to Brighton.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Royal Opera House BP Big Screen showing of Swan Lake, Trafalgar Square  

©2018 ROH. Photographed by Sim Canetty-Clarke 

 

Barrie Kosky’s production of Carmen offers an exuberant take on Bizet’s 

masterpiece, with a glorious score and high-kicking, vibrant dancing. The opera 
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follows the turbulent relationship of Carmen (Aigul Akhmetshina) and Don José 

(Bryan Hymel) and features wonderful numbers such as the Habanera, the 

‘Flower Song’ and the ‘Toreador’s Song’.  

 

The Royal Opera House BP Big Screens, which broadcast free ballet and opera to 

audiences across the UK, began in 1987 and have increased in popularity ever 

since. In 2019, The Royal Opera offers three BP Big Screen performances: 

Romeo and Juliet on 11 June, Carmen on 2 July and The Marriage of Figaro on  

9 July. These give audiences the chance to experience free culture at 24 sites 

across the UK, from Aberdeen to the Isle of Wight.  

 

The BP Big Screen of Carmen starts at 6.30pm, lasts 3 hours and 50 minutes 

and is free to attend. All the Royal Opera House BP Big Screens are rated 12A. 

The 2019 BP Big Screens are Romeo and Juliet (11 June), Carmen (2 July) and 

The Marriage of Figaro (9 July).  

 

Find your local BP Big Screen here and share on social using @royaloperahouse 

and #ROHcarmen 

http://www.roh.org.uk/about/bp-big-screens/whats-on 

 

ENDS 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

 

1. For further information, interview requests or press access please contact 

rachel.gaston@roh.org.uk 

2. Images available to download here: https://we.tl/t-lA4FEMpPiA 

3. The Royal Opera’s production of Carmen will be shown at Trafalgar Square 

(London), Arena Square (Wembley Park, London), Lyric Square 

(Hammersmith, London), Television Centre (White City, London), IQL 

Summer Lawn in Stratford (London), The Village Square (Brighton Marina), 

Big Screen Bristol (Millennium Square, Bristol), Guildhall Square 

(Portsmouth), Queens Drive Space (Exmouth), The Oast House Courtyard 

(Manchester), Millennium Square (Leeds), Tattershall Lakes Country Park 

(Lincolnshire), The Piazza (University of Warwick, Coventry), Duthie Park 

(Aberdeen), Castle Square (Swansea).  

About the Royal Opera House 

The Royal Opera House wants to give everyone access to exceptional ballet and 

opera. As The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera 

House, we bring together the world's most extraordinary artists in more than 500 

performances every year on our two world-class stages.   
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We are open every day from 10am with a programme of daytime events, activities and 

festivals for people of all ages. Through award-winning music, dance and theatre 

we transport our audiences to other worlds.   

Last year more than 676,000 people saw a Royal Opera House performance or came for 

a tour. Our BP Big Screens programme every summer sees thousands enjoy free, world-

class opera and ballet on their doorsteps, from Aberdeen to the Isle of Wight. The Royal 

Opera House Live Cinema Season, which broadcasts live performances of opera and 

ballet to UK and international cinemas, celebrated ten years of world-class cinema 

broadcasts in 2018. In 2019, we broadcast to more than 1,500 cinemas globally. Our 

ongoing partnership with the BBC saw three of our productions broadcast across BBC 

platforms/channels last Season.  

 

BP and the Royal Opera House 

BP has been the longest running supporter of the Royal Opera House. The relationship 

began in 1988, and initiatives have included the Schools’ Matinee programme and the 

Chance to Dance scheme. BP have supported the Big Screen live relays of opera and 

ballet performances direct from Covent Garden since 2000.  The generous ongoing 

support of BP has enabled the Royal Opera House to reach as many people as possible 

around the country with live performances, allowing them to experience the very best of 

opera and ballet in their home town, for free. As always, BP has combined support for 

the screenings with studies and analysis of the benefits of the screenings and associated 

education work.   

 

BP Support for art and culture 

In the UK, BP is a major supporter of the arts, with a programme that spans more than 

50 years. In that time more than 50 million people have engaged and connected with 

cultural experiences supported by the company. BP’s investment in long term 

partnerships with the British Museum, the National Portrait Gallery, the Royal 

Shakespeare Company and the Royal Opera House represents one of the most 

significant long-term corporate investments in UK arts and culture  

www.bp.com     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


