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Friday 7 June 2019 

 

The Royal Opera presents the 2019 Jette Parker Young Artists 

Summer Performance 

 

 

The Jette Parker Young Artists return to the main stage for their annual Summer 

Performance on Sunday 21 July 2019. The showcase brings together talented 

singers, conductors and directors from around the world at the start of their careers, 

providing a wonderful opportunity for you to see the potential stars of tomorrow. 

The performance also features the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, and 
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consists of a wide variety of opera excerpts, from works by Mozart, Gluck, Debussy,  

Saint-Saëns, Rossini and Verdi.  

 

David Gowland, Artistic Director of the Jette Parker Young Artists Programme, said: 

‘I am delighted to once again welcome audiences to our annual Jette Parker Young 

Artists Summer Performance, featuring ten international singers, four aspiring 

conductors, a fabulous female director and two guest Link Artists from South Africa. 

The afternoon is a journey through fully-staged operatic scenes. In the first half, we 

move from the fizz of Le nozze di Figaro to the iconic third act of Gluck’s Orfeo ed 

Euridice, through to an extract from Debussy’s ethereal Pelléas et Mélisande. The 

second half features sections from Saint-Saëns’ hedonistic Samson et Dalila and 

Rossini’s exuberant Il barbiere di Siviglia, before finishing with extracts from Verdi’s 

Rigoletto and his masterful comic final opera Falstaff. The Summer Performance 

remains a highlight of the calendar for anyone interested in experiencing the skills of 

some of the most talented young performers working in opera today. The future for 

these artists is bright!’  

 

Following on from her success directing Henze's astonishing final opera Phaedra, 

Israeli director Noa Naamat, who joined the Programme at the start of the 2017/18 

Season, directs this special performance. The conductors include British-Russian 

conductor and répétiteur Edmund Whitehead, British conductor Thomas Payne 

and British répétiteur and conductor Patrick Milne. British conductor and 

répétiteur and current Jette Parker Principal James Hendry, himself a former Jette 

Parker Young Artist, completes the line-up.   

 

The performance features Young Artists who joined the Programme in both the 

2017/18 and 2018/19 Seasons: South Korean soprano Haegee Lee, American 

soprano Jacquelyn Stucker, Chilean soprano Yaritza Véliz, Russian mezzo-soprano 

Aigul Akhmetshina, Chinese mezzo-soprano Hongni Wu, American countertenor 

Patrick Terry, South Korean tenor Konu Kim, Argentinean baritone Germán E. 

Alcántara, British baritone Dominic Sedgwick and Scottish-Iranian bass-baritone 

Michael Mofidian. Two Link Artists for the 2018/19 season join the Summer 

Performance line-up, South African tenor Thando Mjandana and South African 

baritone Chuma Sijeqa.  
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The afternoon is a final chance to see the current Jette Parker Young Artists before 

several of them leave the Programme to embark on international operatic and concert 

careers.  

 

The Jette Parker Young Artist Summer Performance takes place at the Royal 

Opera House on Sunday 21 July at 1.30pm.  

ENDS 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

1. For further information or interview requests please contact Jolene Dyke  

 For images or press ticket requests please contact Hannah Last

 

Jette Parker Young Artist Summer Performance (#ROHjpya) 

 

21 July 2019 at 1.30pm 

Generous philanthropic support from Oak Foundation 

Tickets available from the Royal Opera House website and Box Office  

(+44 (0)20 7304 4000) 

Creative team 

Director  Noa Naamat 

Lighting designer  Billy Slocombe 

Orchestra of the Royal Opera House 

Associate Concert Master Ania Safonova 

 

Performers 

Conductors  James Hendry 

Patrick Milne 

mailto:jolene.dyke@roh.org.uk
mailto:hannah.last@roh.org.uk
https://www.roh.org.uk/productions/hansel-and-gretel-by-antony-mcdonald
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/noa-naamat
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/ania-safonova
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/james-hendry
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/patrick-milne
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   Thomas Payne 

   Edmund Whitehead 

 

Sopranos  Haegee Lee, Jacquelyn Stucker, Yaritza Véliz   

Mezzo-sopranos Aigul Akhmetshina, Hongni Wu 

Countertenor  Patrick Terry 

Tenors   Konu Kim, Thando Mjandana** 

Baritones  Germán E. Alcántara, Dominic Sedgwick, Chuma Sijeqa** 

Bass-baritone Michael Mofidian 

 

**Link Artist on the Jette Parker Young Artist Programme 

 

All participants apart from Billy Slocombe, the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House 

and Ania Safonova are members of the Jette Parker Young Artists Programme, or 

Link Artists. 

About the Jette Parker Young Artists Programme 

The Jette Parker Young Artists Programme supports the artistic development of young 

professional singers, conductors, directors and répétiteurs. The Young Artists are an 

international group of outstanding professionals at the start of their careers who have 

undertaken formal training and may have already worked with professional 

companies. They are salaried employees of the Royal Opera House, who work here 

full-time over two years, on productions for The Royal Opera and Royal Ballet, singing 

and covering roles, or joining the music or directing staff for productions. They receive 

coaching in all opera disciplines from Royal Opera House music staff, a wide range of 

freelance music and language coaches, and visiting singers, directors and conductors. 

Every facility of the Company is made available to them so that their talents are 

nurtured through total immersion in the life of The Royal Opera and the Royal Opera 

House.  

 

The Jette Parker Young Artists Programme is made possible thanks to the 

exceptional generosity of Oak Foundation, who have supported the Programme since 

2005. In 2017 they extended their support for their Programme and enabled new 

http://www.roh.org.uk/people/thomas-payne
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/edmund-whitehead
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/haegee-lee
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/jacquelyn-stucker
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/yaritza-veliz
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/aigul-akhmetshina
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/hongni-wu
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/patrick-terry
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/konu-kim
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/thando-mjandana
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/german-e-alcantara
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/dominic-sedgwick
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/chuma-sijeqa
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/michael-mofidian
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initiatives to diversify it, including the development of conducting courses for women 

and the JPYAP Link Artist Programme, which extends coaching opportunities to 

individuals with exceptional potential from backgrounds underrepresented in the 

ROH talent pool.   

 

For further information, visit www.roh.org.uk/about/jette-parker-young-artists-

programme 

 

About the Link Artist Scheme 

Now in its second year, the Link Artist scheme allows coaching and development 

opportunities to be offered to a broader range of artists than those on the full-time 

Programme. JPYA Link Artists continue their freelance careers and come into the Royal 

Opera House to observe rehearsals, receive coaching in repertory and learn 

complementary professional skills which support their career development.  

 

About the Royal Opera House

The Royal Opera House wants to give everyone access to exceptional ballet and 

opera. As The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera 

House, we bring together the world's most extraordinary artists in more than 500 

performances every year on our two world-class stages.  

 

We are open every day from 10am with a programme of daytime events, activities 

and festivals for people of all ages. Through award-winning music, dance 

and theatre we transport our audiences to other worlds.  

 

Last year more than 676,000 people saw a Royal Opera House performance or came 

on a tour. Our BP Big Screens programme every summer sees thousands enjoy free, 

world-class opera and ballet on their doorsteps, from Aberdeen to the Isle of Wight. 

The Royal Opera House Live Cinema Season, which broadcasts live performances of 

opera and ballet to UK and international cinemas, celebrated ten years of world-

class cinema broadcasts in 2018.  

 

http://www.roh.org.uk/about/jette-parker-young-artists-programme
http://www.roh.org.uk/about/jette-parker-young-artists-programme
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In 2019, we will broadcast to more than 1,500 cinemas globally. Our ongoing 

partnership with the BBC saw three of our productions broadcast across BBC 

platforms/channels last Season.  

 


