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Verdi’s heart-wrenching opera La forza del destino broadcast live 

in UK cinemas on 2 April 2019 

 

With exclusive interviews, backstage access and close-ups of performers, cinema audiences at more than 

500 UK cinemas can enjoy Verdi’s La forza del destino live from the Royal Opera House in London’s 

Covent Garden on Tuesday 2 April with an encore performance on Sunday 7 April.  

 

 

La forza del destino at Dutch National Opera in 2017 ©Monika Rittershaus 
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La forza del destino features a starry cast including Russian soprano Anna Netrebko as Leonora, German 

tenor Jonas Kaufmann as her lover Don Alvaro and French baritone Ludovic Tézier as her brother Don 

Carlo di Vargas. The conductor is The Royal Opera’s Music Director Antonio Pappano and the director is 

the award-winning Christof Loy. The opera is one of Verdi’s most ambitious scores, featuring intense 

arias such as Leonora’s ‘Pace, pace, mio dio’, ravishing ensembles and stirring choruses such as the 

‘Rataplan’ chorus in Act III.   

 

The story follows lovers Leonora and Don Alvaro who attempt to elope but are caught by Leonora’s 

father, the Marquis of Calatrava. In the ensuing altercation Don Alvaro accidentally kills the Marquis, who 

curses his daughter as he dies. Don Carlo di Vargas, Leonora’s brother, is determined to avenge his 

father’s death, but unknowingly becomes a close friend of Don Alvaro when both men join the Spanish 

army under false names. Eventually Don Carlo discovers Don Alvaro’s true identity and challenges him to 

a duel. Don Alvaro escapes, but some years later Don Carlo tracks him down in a Spanish monastery 

where, unknown to both men, Leonora is living reclusively as a hermit. Will Carlo finally take his revenge?  

 

The Royal Opera House cinema broadcasts offer audiences the best seats in the house, and include 

exclusive behind-the-scenes footage, interviews and detailed close-ups of performers. Audiences are 

never far from a Royal Opera or Royal Ballet performance, with most UK viewers located within 30 miles 

of a cinema screening. In 2017/18 more than one million people globally saw a world-class opera or ballet 

production from the Royal Opera House, at one of more than 1,500 cinemas in 51 countries.  

 

The screening of La forza del destino starts at 6.15pm in UK on Tuesday 2 April, lasts approximately 4 

hours and 15 minutes and includes two intervals. There is an encore screening on Sunday 7 April at 2pm, 

The opera will be sung in Italian with English surtitles.  

 

The next Royal Opera House cinema broadcast will be The Royal Opera’s Faust on Tuesday 30 April, with 

an encore screening on Sunday 5 May. Further details on dates and venues are available here: 

https://www.roh.org.uk/cinemas 

 

Share on social using #ROHforza 

ENDS 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 

 

1. For further information or interview requests please contact 

rachel.gaston@roh.org.uk 

2. For images or press ticket requests please contact Hannah.last@roh.org.uk 

3. Images available to download here: https://we.tl/t-0sgylElNDn 

 

 

About the Royal Opera House 

The Royal Opera House wants to give everyone access to exceptional ballet and opera. As The Royal 

Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, we bring together the world's 

most extraordinary artists in more than 500 performances every year on our two world-class 

stages.   

We are open every day from 10am with a programme of daytime events, activities and festivals for 

people of all ages. Through award-winning music, dance and theatre we transport our audiences to 

other worlds.  

Last year more than 637,000 people saw our performances and tours. Our BP Big Screens 

programme every summer sees thousands enjoy free, world-class opera and ballet on their 

doorsteps, from Aberdeen to the Isle of Wight. The Royal Opera House Live Cinema Season, which 

broadcasts live performances of opera and ballet to UK and international cinemas, celebrated ten 

years of world-class cinema broadcasts in 2018. In 2019, we will broadcast to more than 1,500 

cinemas globally. Our ongoing partnership with the BBC saw three of our productions broadcast 

across BBC platforms/channels last Season.  
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