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Friday 26 October 2018 

Telling Tales: Lyrici Arts storyteller visits Trailbazer school Warren 

Primary in Thurrock 

 

 

Warren Primary School students at the Lyrici Arts ROH Thurrock Trailblazer workshop© ROH, 2018. 

Photographed by Belinda Lawley  

Early Years students at Warren Primary School were transported to the colourful world of 

Caribbean culture when story teller Olusola Oyeleye, from Kent based Lyrici Arts, visited the 

school to share traditional tales as part of the school’s Royal Opera House Thurrock Trailblazer 

programme.  

Olusola led a work shop for 40 nursery pupils, telling tales of Anansi the Spiderman, 

Brer Rabbit and Tortoise. The children had the chance to dress up in traditional African 

clothes, learn some traditional dancing and movement.  All the stories were told with 
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music and dance and Olusola played the African drums introducing the children to 

songs, local greetings and the stories. Music is an integral part of the traditional 

storytelling experience, creating a connection to the dramatic written world. Rhythms 

tell stories with sounds, unlocking history, culture and tradition.   

Lyrici Arts specialise in African and Caribbean storytelling, creating a theatrical 

experience of words, music, costumes and movement for primary school pupils. 

Workshop leader Olusola Oyeleye, is an award winning writer, director and producer 

working in opera, music theatre, visual arts and dance.  

Founder of Lyrici Arts, Keely Augustus, said; ‘Our partnership with the Royal Opera 

House Thurrock Trailblazer programme is a wonderful way for our organisation to 

provide specialised culturally diverse information outside of Black History Month for 

schools and young minds. The programme succeeds in increasing interest, respect and 

recognition for work by artists and organisations from the African and Caribbean sector 

and explores and celebrates diverse and rich cultural heritages. The arts are a powerful 

tool to share knowledge and it’s a delight to work with Royal Opera House and 

Thurrock Council on these shared aims.’ 

Karen Disley, a Nursery Teacher at Warren Primary said: "Wow! What an amazing 

experience for the youngest pupils at our school.  The children thoroughly enjoyed 

Sola's stories which were pitched at exactly the right level for full participation" 

 

Royal Opera House Thurrock Trailblazer provides pupils with access to high quality arts and 

culture activities provided by Royal Opera House and other cultural organizations. Working 

with the ROH Learning and Participation team each school creates a yearlong calendar of 

cross-curricular creative activities that is tailored to their school’s needs. The programme 

can include any art form such as: creative writing, visual arts and design, drama, dance, 

music, singing, film and photography.  

 

To find out more about ROH Thurrock Trailblazer, please email 

thurrock.trailblazer@roh.org.uk or go to www.roh.org.uk/trailblazer 

 

ENDS 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 

 

1. For further information or images, please contact  

Jules Easlea 

Julie.easlea@roh.org.uk 

07941 502577 

 

 

 

About the Royal Opera House 

The Royal Opera House’s aim is for many more people to enjoy and engage in exceptional ballet and 

opera. As The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, we bring 

together the world’s most extraordinary ballet and opera artists in more than 500 performances every 

year: live events that thrill, move and excite, and that transport people to other worlds though music, 

dance and theatre. 

 

Royal Opera House Learning and Participation in Thurrock 

Royal Opera House Learning and Participation in Thurrock has been offering innovative and creative 

projects and programmes in schools, colleges and across communities in the Thames Gateway since 

2006.  

Since then, more than 60,000 people have participated in activities ranging from schools’ projects to 

teacher training, from work-based learning to fully-staged community operas. People in Thurrock have 

both been able to watch special performances at the Royal Opera House in Covent Garden and gain a 

very special insight into the behind-the-scenes process. 

  

The Learning and Participation team runs the Royal Opera House Thurrock Community Chorus which 

currently has over 140 members of all ages and regularly performs across Thurrock and at the Royal 

Opera House in Covent Garden. For further information, please go to:  

www.roh.org.uk/learning/learning-in-thurrock/community-chorus.  Details of future performances and 

taster session for the Community Chorus can be obtained by emailing getinvolved@roh.org.uk or calling 

01708 891200. 

 

In April 2012, the Royal Opera House agreed to become a Bridge organisation, working to connect children 

and young people to great art and culture across Essex, North Kent, Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire. 
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The Learning and Participation team is based at the High House Production Park in Purfleet which is 

supported by a unique partnership including Arts Council England, Creative & Cultural Skills, the Royal 

Opera House and Thurrock Council: www.hhpp.org.uk  
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