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The Royal Opera presents Henze’s astonishing final opera 

Phaedra 

 

Henze’s astonishing final opera Phaedra is brought to life by The Royal Opera's 

Jette Parker Young Artists in May 2019 in the Linbury Theatre, directed by 

Noa Naamat and conducted by Edmund Whitehead. 
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Phaedra was given its world premiere in 2007. Hans Werner Henze’s final opera 

challenges our expectations of what opera can and should be.  

It re-imagines the Classical myth of Phaedra and her stepson Hippolytus (Hippolyt)  

placing them at the centre of the action. Phaedra’s desire for Hippolyt fills her with 

self-loathing and she attempts suicide. Aphrodite stops her. She is jealous of 

Hippolyt’s loyalty to the goddess Artemis and takes revenge by inciting Phaedra to 

action. 

Phaedra confesses her feelings to Hippolyt but he rejects her. She swears 

vengeance, and writes to Theseus, falsely accusing Hippolyt of rape. Theseus asks 

for Poseidon’s help to kill Hippolyt. Poseidon resurrects his son the Minotaur, who 

terrifies Hippolyt’s horses, causing them to overturn his chariot. Hippolyt dies. 

Phaedra commits suicide out of guilt while the Minotaur dances.  

Artemis brings Hippolyt back to life, locks him in a cage and gives him a new name, 

Virbius. Aphrodite attempts to take him to the Underworld, but Artemis conceals him 

in a cave. Phaedra's spirit attempts to lure Hippolyt into the Underworld, but he 

escapes the cave, and is resurrected as King of the Forest. 

Chinese mezzo-soprano Hongni Wu sings the title role, alongside American soprano 

Jacquelyn Stucker as Aphrodite, American countertenor Patrick Terry as Artemis, 

Scottish-Iranian bass-baritone Michael Mofidian as the Minotaur (Minotaurus) and 

New Zealand tenor Filipe Manu (who will join the Jette Parker Young Artists 

Programme in September) as Hippolyt, in his Royal Opera debut.  

 

The production features work by international performance designer takis and 

atmospheric lighting design by 2019 Olivier Award nominee Lee Curran. He made 

his Royal Ballet debut in 2014 and has since returned to create the lighting design 

for Hofesh Shechter’s Untouchable for The Royal Ballet, and Orphée et Eurydice for 

The Royal Opera. 

 

Phaedra opens at the Royal Opera House’s Linbury Theatre on 15 May 2019, with 

subsequent performances on 16, 18 and 20 May 2019.  
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ENDS 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

1. For further information or interview requests please contact Jolene Dyke  

 For images or press ticket requests please contact Hannah Last

Phaedra (#ROHphaedra) 

 

15, 16, 18, 20 May 2019 at 7.45pm 

Generous philanthropic support from Oak Foundation 

Sung in German with English surtitles 

Tickets available from the Royal Opera House website and Box Office  

(+44 (0)20 7304 4000) 

Creative team 

Music   Hans Werner Henze 

Libretto  Christian Lehnert 

Director  Noa Naamat† 

Designer  takis 

Lighting designer  Lee Curran 

 

 

Performers 

 

Conductor  Edmund Whitehead† 

     

Phaedra  Hongni Wu† 

Aphrodite  Jacquelyn Stucker† 

Artemis  Patrick Terry† 

mailto:jolene.dyke@roh.org.uk
mailto:hannah.last@roh.org.uk
https://www.roh.org.uk/productions/hansel-and-gretel-by-antony-mcdonald
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/hans-werner-henze
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/christian-lehnert
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/noa-naamat
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/takis
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/lee-curran
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/edmund-whitehead
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/hongni-wu
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/jacquelyn-stucker
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/patrick-terry
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Minotaurus  Michael Mofidian† 

Hippolyt  Filipe Manu* 

 

Southbank Sinfonia   

 

*Royal Opera debut 

†Jette Parker Young Artist 

About the Jette Parker Young Artists Programme 

The Jette Parker Young Artists Programme supports the artistic development of young 

professional singers, conductors, directors and répétiteurs. The Young Artists are an 

international group of outstanding professionals at the start of their careers who have 

undertaken formal training and may have already worked with professional 

companies. They are salaried employees of the Royal Opera House, who work here 

full-time over two years.  

 

There is no age limit for those on the Programme, but when choosing the Young Artists 

the audition panel takes into consideration the stage individuals have reached in their 

careers and where they will be in terms of career development and age after working 

for two years on the Programme. 

 

The Young Artists work on productions for The Royal Opera and Royal Ballet, singing 

and covering roles, or joining the music or directing staff for productions. They receive 

coaching in all opera disciplines from Royal Opera and Royal Ballet music staff, a wide 

range of freelance music and language coaches and visiting singers, directors and 

conductors. Every facility of the Company is made available to them so that their 

talents are nurtured through total immersion in the life of The Royal Opera and the 

Royal Opera House.  

 

The Jette Parker Young Artists Programme is made possible thanks to the 

exceptional generosity of Oak Foundation, who have supported the Programme since 

2005. In 2017 they extended their support for their Programme and enabled new 

initiatives to diversify the Programme, including the development of conducting 

courses for women and the JPYAP Link Artist Programme, which extends coaching 

http://www.roh.org.uk/people/michael-mofidian
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/filipe-manu
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opportunities to individuals with exceptional potential from backgrounds 

underrepresented in the ROH talent pool.   

 

For further information, visit www.roh.org.uk/about/jette-parker-young-artists-

programme 

 

 

 

About the Royal Opera House

The Royal Opera House wants to give everyone access to exceptional ballet and 

opera. As The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera 

House, we bring together the world's most extraordinary artists in more than 500 

performances every year on our two world-class stages.  

 

We are open every day from 10am with a programme of daytime events, activities 

and festivals for people of all ages. Through award-winning music, dance 

and theatre we transport our audiences to other worlds.  

 

Last year more than 676,000 people saw a Royal Opera House performance or came 

on a tour. Our BP Big Screens programme every summer sees thousands enjoy free, 

world-class opera and ballet on their doorsteps, from Aberdeen to the Isle of Wight. 

The Royal Opera House Live Cinema Season, which broadcasts live performances of 

opera and ballet to UK and international cinemas, celebrated ten years of world-

class cinema broadcasts in 2018.  

 

In 2019, we will broadcast to more than 1,500 cinemas globally. Our ongoing 

partnership with the BBC saw three of our productions broadcast across BBC 

platforms/channels last Season.  

 

http://www.roh.org.uk/about/jette-parker-young-artists-programme
http://www.roh.org.uk/about/jette-parker-young-artists-programme

