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Royal Opera House Thurrock Trailblazer schools visit Thameside 

Theatre for English Touring Opera show 

 

ROH Thurrock Trailblazer schools attended performances of Paradise Planet at the 

Thameside Theatre ©2019 ROH. Photographed by Grace Price  

 

More than 700 students from Royal Opera House Thurrock Trailblazer 

schools visited the Thameside Theatre on Wednesday 5 June to see 

English Touring Opera’s (ETO) moving and thought provoking show 

called Paradise Planet. 
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ETO’s interactive opera Paradise Planet told stories of the ocean and the 

creatures that live beneath the waves and the adventures of humans who live on 

them. It celebrated the awesome power of the ocean but showed that the 

animals are in danger. As the stories came together, the students discovered 

how they might save this magical world. 

The performance used song, live musicians and sound-design wizardry to show 

children that they have the power to change the world. It highlighted the 

environmental damage humans are causing and how that affects even life deep 

in the oceans far from human beings.   

11 Royal Opera House Thurrock Trailblazer schools brought students to see the 

show: Woodside Academy, Warren Primary, Treetops School, Thameside 

Primary, Kennington Primary Academy, Grays Convent High School, Ockendon 

Academy, Herringham Primary Academy, Lansdowne Primary Academy.  

Tilbury Pioneer Academy and Gateway Primary Free School 

 

Mrs Burrows, Assistant Headteacher at Grays Convent School 

accompanied Year 8 students to the show and said ‘The most moving and 

dramatic moment was when the animals in the ocean were engulfed in plastic 

bags.’ 

Connie Hicks and Aneeka Kahanom, two of her students, said they had both 

really enjoyed the show with Connie commenting that she ‘liked the interactive 

nature of it. It refreshed what we’d learnt in Geography and it made you realise 

that you can have an impact.’ Aneeka said ‘It really showed the effect on our 

futures.’   

 

Gabrielle Forster-Still, ROH Head of Learning and Participation in 

Thurrock said: ‘We are pleased to continue our Thurrock Trailblazer partnership 

with English Touring Opera who combine high quality performance and musical 

prowess with educational and pedagogic impact. A wonderful example of how 

the Arts can inspire learning across the curriculum.’ 
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Royal Opera House Thurrock Trailblazer provides pupils with access to high-quality 

arts and cultural activities provided by the Royal Opera House and other cultural 

organizations. Working with the Royal Opera House Learning and Participation team, 

each school creates a year-long calendar of cross-curricular creative activities 

tailored to their school’s needs.  

 

To find out more about Royal Opera House Thurrock Trailblazer, please email 

thurrock.trailblazer@roh.org.uk or go to www.roh.org.uk/trailblazer 

 

 

ENDS 

 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

 

1. For further information or images, please contact  

Jules Easlea 

Julie.easlea@roh.org.uk 

07941 502577 

 

 

The Royal Opera House 

 
The Royal Opera House wants to give everyone access to exceptional ballet and 

opera. As The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal 
Opera House, we bring together the world's most extraordinary artists in more 

than 500 performances every year on our two world-class stages.  
  

We are open every day from 10am with a programme of daytime events, 
activities and festivals for people of all ages. Through award-winning music, 

dance and theatre we transport our audiences to other worlds.  
  

Last year more than 637,000 people saw our performances and tours. Our BP 
Big Screens programme every summer sees thousands enjoy free, world-class 

opera and ballet on their doorsteps, from Aberdeen to the Isle of Wight. The 
Royal Opera House Live Cinema Season, which broadcasts live performances of 

opera and ballet to UK and international cinemas, celebrated ten years of world-
class cinema broadcasts in 2018. In 2019, we will broadcast to more than 1,500 
cinemas globally. Our ongoing partnership with the BBC saw three of 

our productions broadcast across BBC platforms/channels last Season.  
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Royal Opera House Learning and Participation in Thurrock 

 
Royal Opera House Learning and Participation in Thurrock has been offering 

innovative and creative projects and programmes in schools, colleges and across 
communities in the Thames Gateway area since 2006. Since then, more than 

60,000 people have participated in activities ranging from schools’ projects to 
teacher training, from work-based learning to fully-staged community operas. 

People in Thurrock have been able to watch performances at the Royal Opera 
House in Covent Garden and gain a very special insight into the behind-the-
scenes processes. 

  
The Learning and Participation team runs the Royal Opera House Thurrock 

Community Chorus, which currently has more than 140 members of all ages and 
regularly performs across Thurrock and at the Royal Opera House in Covent 

Garden. For further information, please go to:  
www.roh.org.uk/learning/learning-in-thurrock/community-chorus. Details of 

future performances and taster sessions for the Community Chorus can be 
obtained by emailing getinvolved@roh.org.uk or calling 01708 891200. 

 
In April 2012, the Royal Opera House agreed to become a Bridge organization, 

working to connect children and young people to great art and culture across 
Essex, North Kent, Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire. 

 
The Learning and Participation team is based at the High House Production Park 

in Purfleet, which is supported by a unique partnership including Arts Council 
England, Creative & Cultural Skills, the Royal Opera House and Thurrock Council: 

www.hhpp.org.uk  
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