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Swan Lake- : Reimagining a Classic – Oberon Books present an 

exclusive, behind-the-scenes look at Liam Scarlett’s new 

production for The Royal Ballet  

 

 

 A behind-the-scenes look at The Royal Ballet’s new production of Swan Lake, 

from preparation to premiere, with photographs by acclaimed performing arts 

photographer Bill Cooper. 

 

 Book includes exclusive backstage photographs and images of the sumptuous set 

and costume designs, created by John Macfarlane. 

 

 Available from 1 September 2019.  

 

Liam Scarlett’s new production of Swan Lake for The Royal Ballet opened in May 2018, 

to great critical and audience acclaim. The production also received an Olivier Award 

nomination for Outstanding Achievement in Dance, recognising John Macfarlane’s 

exceptional set and costume designs. Ahead of the first revival of this production in March 

2020, Oberon Books and The Royal Ballet present an exclusive, behind-the-scenes look 

at Swan Lake, featuring an array of photographs taken by acclaimed performing arts 

photographer Bill Cooper. Charting the creative process from design and studio rehearsal 

through to stage performance, the book beautifully captures all the spectacle and 

excitement of the production, as well as the backstage craftsmanship and creative vision 

breathing new life into this most iconic of classical ballets. 

Director of The Royal Ballet, Kevin O’Hare, comments: ‘I’m thrilled to be able to share 

this unique look at our new production of Swan Lake ahead of its second revival as part of 

our 2019/20 Season. Bill Cooper’s photographs bring the production and backstage craft 
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to life in wonderfully vivid detail, and it’s fantastic to be able to celebrate this landmark 

production with this very special illustrated book.’ 

Royal Ballet Artist in Residence, Liam Scarlett, adds: ‘To have Bill document the process 

of creating a new production of Swan Lake for The Royal Ballet has been extremely special, 

and I’m delighted with this companion book. Being able to share a unique behind-the-

scenes look at the production will offer a wonderful insight into the process of reimagining 

this much-loved classical ballet, and one which has been extremely rewarding for me.’ 

Photographer Bill Cooper reflects: ‘Documenting Swan Lake in this way has been 

fascinating. From start to finish, I’ve been lucky enough to witness the craftsmanship and 

artistry of some of the most talented designers, costume-makers and performers in the 

world, and I’m delighted to be able to share an insight into Liam’s fantastic production 

with audiences with this special souvenir.' 

ENDS 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

 

About the Author 

Bill Cooper is one of the country’s top performing arts photographers. In addition to The 

Royal Ballet, he has worked with Sadler’s Wells, Birmingham Royal Ballet and 

Glyndebourne Festival Opera. A former dancer himself, he is uniquely placed to capture 

the excitement of the production and the grace and beauty of the dancers involved in this 

iconic ballet.  

Swan Lake : Reimagining a Classic 

Photographs by Bill Cooper 

Published by Oberon Books 

Publication Date 1 September 2019 

Price £40 

ISBN- 9781786825797 

Hardback, 174 pages 

 

1. For further information or interview requests please contact Sarah Farrell. 

2. Images are available to download here. 
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About the Royal Opera House 

The Royal Opera House’s aim is for many more people to enjoy and engage in 

exceptional ballet and opera. As The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra 

of the Royal Opera House, we bring together the world’s most extraordinary ballet and 

opera artists in more than 500 performances every year: live events that thrill, move 

and excite, and that transport people to other worlds though music, dance and 

theatre.

About The Royal Ballet 

Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and 

innovation in world-class performances, and is a driving force in the development of 

ballet as an art form.  Based at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, it brings 

together today’s most dynamic and versatile dancers with a world-class orchestra and 

leading choreographers, composers, conductors, directors and creative teams to share 

awe-inspiring theatrical experiences with diverse audiences worldwide.  

 

The Company’s extensive repertory embraces 19th-century classics, the singular 

legacy of works by Founder Choreographer Frederick Ashton and Principal 

Choreographer Kenneth MacMillan and the compelling new canon of work including 

pieces by Resident Choreographer Wayne McGregor, Artistic Associate Christopher 

Wheeldon and Artist in Residence Liam Scarlett.  

 

About Oberon Books

Oberon Books is the UK's most exciting independent publisher specialising in theatre, 

drama and the performing arts. Oberon has many of the most original new playwrights 

working today, and a backlist of over 1500 books including some of the best of British 

theatre since the 1940s, European and world theatre in translation and classics from 

the world's leading dramatists, as well as a wide range of handsomely produced 

publications covering the theatre, opera, dance, biography, performance studies, 

monologues, practical guides and fiction. 

 

A prolific publisher with a reputation for publishing some of the most challenging, 

exciting drama happening right now, Oberon goes from strength to strength, bringing 

into print plays from the stages of the National Theatre, the Donmar Warehouse, 
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the Royal Court, the Tricycle, Traverse, Soho and fringe theatres, not forgetting 

Broadway. 


