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Thurrock Music Services give ROH Thurrock Trailblazer schools 

something to sing about  

 

Students from St Clere’s School took part in a gospel workshop with singer Esther Farinde © ROH, 2018. 

Photographed by Grace Price  

 

The Royal Opera House is delighted that Thurrock Music Services, based at the 

High House Production Park in Purfleet, is a partner on the ROH Thurrock 

Trailblazer programme.  

  

Since September, Thurrock Music Services has been giving children across Thurrock 

even more opportunities to experience singing by running gospel music workshops in 

schools as part of the Royal Opera House Thurrock Trailblazer  programme.  
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The gospel workshops are aimed at developing a love of singing in every child in 

Thurrock inspiring and motivating young people towards singing more. This term 

Thurrock Music Services have run the gospel workshops at Lansdowne Primary 

Academy, Herringham Primary Academy,  Belmont Castle Academy,  St Clere’s School 

and Tilbury Pioneer Academy.  The response from the students has been very positive. 

Felicity Squire, Head of Music at St Clere’s School said the children had had a great time 

and couldn’t stop singing the songs they had learnt, and were even  asking if they could 

do the workshop again.  

  

Award winning gospel singer and songwriter Esther Farinde, who is from Thurrock, 

has been leading the workshops. Esther has previously worked with the Royal Opera 

House’s own Young People's Choir RM19 plus also working with The London Guildhall, 

The Barbican, and the learning team at Southbank Centre. She also currently leads The 

Thurrock Gospel Choir for Thurrock Music Services.  

  

In the workshops, Esther taught the students what gospel music is, in all its various 

forms and genres. She showed them various vocal techniques such as vocal warm up 

activities and improvisation techniques, and demonstrated the principals of harmony 

singing. 

  

Esther said of the workshops: ‘I am really enjoying working, on behalf of Thurrock Music 

Services, in conjunction with The Royal Opera House and ROH Thurrock Trailblazer 

project. It’s amazing seeing the looks on the young people’s faces especially when 

introduced to a new genre, but by the end they get it, and get it so well that this shows 

through their final presentation at the end of each session, which is the part I love the 

most. It is such an honour to be a part of something so enriching for all involved. ‘ 

  

The Royal Opera House Thurrock Trailblazer provides pupils with access to high quality 

arts and culture activities provided by Royal Opera House and other cultural 

organizations. Working with the Royal Opera House Learning and Participation team 

each school creates a yearlong calendar of cross-curricular creative activities that is 

tailored to their school’s needs. The programme can include any art form such as: 

creative writing, visual arts and design, drama, dance, music, singing, film and 
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photography. As well as providing activities for Young People in Thurrock, the 

programme offers high quality training opportunities for staff across the borough. 

  

To find out more about Royal Opera House Thurrock Trailblazer, please email 

thurrock.trailblazer@roh.org.uk or go to www.roh.org.uk/trailblazer 
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1. For further information or images, please contact  

Jules Easlea 

Julie.easlea@roh.org.uk 

07941 502577 

 

 

 

About the Royal Opera House 

The Royal Opera House’s aim is for many more people to enjoy and engage in exceptional ballet and 

opera. As The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, we bring 

together the world’s most extraordinary ballet and opera artists in more than 500 performances every 

year: live events that thrill, move and excite, and that transport people to other worlds though music, 

dance and theatre. 

 

Royal Opera House Learning and Participation in Thurrock 

Royal Opera House Learning and Participation in Thurrock has been offering innovative and creative 

projects and programmes in schools, colleges and across communities in the Thames Gateway since 

2006.  

Since then, more than 60,000 people have participated in activities ranging from schools’ projects to 

teacher training, from work-based learning to fully-staged community operas. People in Thurrock have 

both been able to watch special performances at the Royal Opera House in Covent Garden and gain a 

very special insight into the behind-the-scenes process. 

  

The Learning and Participation team runs the Royal Opera House Thurrock Community Chorus which 

currently has over 140 members of all ages and regularly performs across Thurrock and at the Royal 

mailto:thurrock.trailblazer@roh.org.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/RMb8BuY5rYsZ?domain=roh.org.uk
mailto:Julie.easlea@roh.org.uk


 
 

Page 4 of 4 

 

Opera House in Covent Garden. For further information, please go to:  

www.roh.org.uk/learning/learning-in-thurrock/community-chorus.  Details of future performances and 

taster session for the Community Chorus can be obtained by emailing getinvolved@roh.org.uk or calling 

01708 891200. 

 

In April 2012, the Royal Opera House agreed to become a Bridge organisation, working to connect children 

and young people to great art and culture across Essex, North Kent, Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire. 

The Learning and Participation team is based at the High House Production Park in Purfleet which is 

supported by a unique partnership including Arts Council England, Creative & Cultural Skills, the Royal 

Opera House and Thurrock Council: www.hhpp.org.uk  
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