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The Young Talent Festival at the Royal Opera House : celebrating 

a wealth of emerging dance talent  

Tuesday 18 June – Saturday 6 July 2019 | roh.org.uk | #ROHyoungtalent 
  
 

 A festival of performances from across Europe’s foremost junior companies and 

dance schools.  

 

 Choreographers include Juanjo Arqués, Kim Brandstrup, Julie Cunningham 

Charlotte Edmonds, Jason Mabana, Goyo Montero and Hans van Manen.  

 

 Festival also includes Exposure, access and opportunity: exploring the cultural 

barriers to ballet training, a symposium hosted by Theresa Ruth Howard and 

featuring contributions from leading industry figures. 

 

 Performances from the Royal Opera House’s Learning and Participation 

programme Chance to Dance and Young Creatives, in partnership with One Dance 

UK.  

 

This summer, the Royal Opera House plays host to the inaugural Young Talent Festival, 

presenting a wealth of emerging artists from across Europe’s junior companies and dance 

schools. Across the festival, there will be performances by Ballett Zurich Junior 

Company, The Norwegian National Ballet 2, Rambert School, The Royal Ballet 

School, and Dutch National Ballet Junior Company. These performances will take 

place in the Linbury Theatre, the West End’s newest and most intimate theatre.  

As part of the festival, Rambert 2 will also perform Ohad Naharin’s Kamuyot in the Paul 

Hamlyn Hall. A work designed specifically for non-theatre spaces and performed to great 

acclaim around the world, the piece breaks down barriers between dancers and audiences, 

and is an exhilarating experience for both adults and children alike.   

http://www.roh.org.uk/for/press-and-media
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On Monday 1st July, the Royal Opera House will also host Exposure, access and 

opportunity: exploring the cultural barriers to ballet training,  a symposium designed to 

debate the cultural barriers to ballet and dance training for young people across the United 

Kingdom. Keynote speaker Theresa Ruth Howard, a former dancer with Dance Theatre 

of Harlem, and founding member of Armitage Gone! Dance, will discuss the difference 

between exposure, access and opportunity and how these factors affect the talent pipeline. 

Other speakers will focus on the culture of training and diversity in the art form, with 

further details to be confirmed in due course.  

Additionally, the festival will also witness the culmination of a year of the Royal Opera 

House’s Learning and Participation programmes. Chance to Dance participants will 

present work inspired by Mikhail Fokine’s The Firebird, and participants from the Young 

Creatives programme, led by One Dance UK, will present work devised and supported 

by leading industry practitioners. 

 

ENDS 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

  

ABOUT THERESA RUTH HOWARD  

Theresa Ruth Howard is the founder and curator of MoBBallet.org (Memoirs of 

Blacks in Ballet), a digital platform that preserves, presents, and promotes the 

contributions, and stories of Black artists in the field of Ballet. She is a former ballet dancer 

and journalist, having performed with Dance Theater of Harlem, and Armitage Gone! 

Dance, and a writer contributed to the Source and Pointe, Expressions (Italy), and 

Tanz (Germany) Magazines. Currently she is a contributing writer for Dance 

Magazine. 

 

Ms. Howard works as a diversity strategist and consultant assisting arts organizations 

better understand, design and implement Diversity Equity and Inclusion programs and 

initiatives. She speaks with Artistic and executive, school directors, and Board members 

of Ballet and Opera about DEI and shifting culture of both classical forms. She has a 

participant in, curated and facilitated numerous panels including Beyond Ballet a Townhall 

gathering entitled, a conversation investigating aesthetics, diversity, equity, and the 

efforts to redesign arts institutions at Pacific Northwest Ballet. She has twice beena 

keynote speaker at Dutch National Ballet’s Positioning Ballet conference in 

Amsterdam, on the topics of Diversity, and Culture and Leadership in Ballet respectively. 
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In partnership with the International Association of Blacks in Dance (IABD) Ms. 

Howard was instrumental in the organization of the first annual audition for Black female 

ballet dancers at their 2015 conference in Denver. For three years she co-facilitated the 

audition as well as the dialogues on diversity in ballet with the 15 major Ballet 

organizations in participation. 

 

Presently she serves as a member of the Design and Facilitation Team of The Equity 

Project: Increasing the Presence of Blacks in Ballet, a three-year learning a cohort 

of artistic and executive leaders from 21 large budget, professional ballet organizations to 

support the advancement of racial equity in professional ballet companies. 

 

YOUNG TALENT FESTIVAL 

Choreography  Juanjo Arqués, Kim Brandstrup, Daniela 

Cardim, Julie Cunningham, Charlotte 

Edmonds, Martin Lawrance, Jason Mabana, 

Ernst Meisner, Goyo Montero, Ohad Naharin, 

Filipe Portugal, Louis Steins and Hans van 

Manen 

 

Performance Schedule 

Ballett Zürich Junior Company   (18 and 19 June at 7.45pm, Linbury Theatre) 

The Norwegian National Ballet 2  (21 and 22 June at 7.45pm, Linbury Theatre) 

Rambert 2      (23 June at 2pm and 5pm, 24 June at 2pm, 

Paul Hamlyn Hall) 

The Royal Ballet School    (26, 27 June at 7.45pm, Linbury Theatre) 

Chance to Dance    (29 June at 4pm and 6pm, Linbury Theatre) 

Young Creatives     (30 June, 4pm, Linbury Theatre) 

Rambert School     (2 July, 7.45pm, Linbury Theatre) 

Dutch National Ballet Junior Company  (5, 6 July at 7.45pm, Linbury Theatre) 

Symposium    (1 July) 

 

 

Generous philanthropic support from 

The Taylor Family Foundation 

 

1. For further information or interview requests please contact Sarah Farrell. 

http://www.roh.org.uk/people/kim-brandstrup
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/charlotte-edmonds
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/charlotte-edmonds
mailto:sarah.farrell@roh.org.uk
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2. For press ticket requests please contact Hannah Last. 

 

About the Royal Opera House 

The Royal Opera House’s aim is for many more people to enjoy and engage in 

exceptional ballet and opera. As The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra 

of the Royal Opera House, we bring together the world’s most extraordinary ballet and 

opera artists in more than 500 performances every year: live events that thrill, move 

and excite, and that transport people to other worlds though music, dance and 

theatre.

About The Royal Ballet

Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and 

innovation with exceptional standards of artistry, creativity and stagecraft to produce 

supreme theatre for diverse audiences worldwide. It is a driving force in the 

development of ballet as an artform and brings together today’s most dynamic and 

versatile dancers with a world-class orchestra and leading choreographers, 

composers, conductors, designers and creative teams. 

 

As The Royal Ballet’s international stage for dance, the newly reopened Linbury 

Theatre offers increased opportunity to experience extraordinary dance in an intimate 

setting.

mailto:hannah.last@roh.org.uk

