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PRESS RELEASE 

 3 June 2019 

Royal Opera House Design and Make winner receives prize at Covent 

Garden 

 

Talented young designer Mahdi Hassan from Lansbury Lawrence Primary School in Poplar, 

East London is the winner of the Royal Opera House Design and Make Competition for 

Primary Schools.  

 

He was presented with his prize by Kevin O’Hare, Director of The Royal Ballet, at the Royal 

Opera House in Covent Garden on Thursday 23 May when Madhi and his whole class 

attended the School’s Matinée of Romeo and Juliet. 

 

Over 800 Key Stage 2 children from 14 schools took part in the project which launched as a 

pilot for primary schools only last year. The competition asked them to design the set for a 

scene in Kenneth MacMillan’s Romeo and Juliet. Over ten weeks, they worked through the 

six stages of design, developing their model-making skills and experimenting with different 

ideas and materials. Teachers from the schools then reviewed their portfolios and model 

boxes to choose 22 finalists, and their work was submitted to the Royal Opera House for 

judging.  

 

Mahdi produced an innovative design of a  modern market place for the ballet. The judges 

said of his work: ‘A colourful and vibrant design that skilfully mixes the old and the new and 

is highly suitable for ballet performance. His drawing and painting is brilliantly detailed and 
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the various buildings give the stage a good sense of depth. The judges also liked the little 

details such as modern cctv cameras and the fried chicken shop that Mahdi included to bring 

this market place up to date for the audience. A highly imaginative set that could be used for 

a performance of Romeo and Juliet, well done Mahdi.’ 

 

The judges also highly commended the work of Charlie Bartolo from Little Thurrock Primary 

School in  Thurrock for his intricately illustrated design which he based on an Egyptian 

market place. 

 

Teachers can register an interest for 2019/20 Primary Design and Make competition by 

emailing design.challenge@roh.org.uk or go to www.roh.org.uk/learning for more details.   
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Notes for Editors 
 
Royal Opera House Learning and Participation in Thurrock 
 
Royal Opera House Learning and Participation in Thurrock has been offering innovative and 
creative projects and programmes in schools, colleges and across communities in the Thames 
Gateway since 2006.  

Since then, more than 60,000 people have participated in activities ranging from schools’ 
projects to teacher training, from work-based learning to fully-staged community operas. 
People in Thurrock have both been able to watch special performances at the Royal Opera 
House in Covent Garden and gain a very special insight into the behind-the-scenes process. 
  
The Learning and Participation team runs the Royal Opera House Thurrock Community 
Chorus which currently has over 140 members of all ages and regularly performs across 
Thurrock and at the Royal Opera House in Covent Garden. For further information, please go 
to:  www.roh.org.uk/learning/learning-in-thurrock/community-chorus.  Details of future 
performances and taster session for the Community Chorus can be obtained by emailing 
getinvolved@roh.org.uk or calling 01708 891200. 

Regular public tours of the state-of-the-art Bob and Tamar Manoukian Production Workshop 
where the sets and scenery for the Royal Opera House stage in Covent Garden are built, and 
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the Bob and Tamar Manoukian Costume Centre, which opened in October 2015, are now 
available. Please go to www.roh.org.uk/visit/tours/thurrock-tours for further details.  

In April 2012, the Royal Opera House agreed to become a Bridge organisation, working to 
connect children and young people to great art and culture across Essex, North Kent, 
Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire. 

The Learning and Participation team is based at the High House Production Park in Purfleet 
which is supported by a unique partnership including Arts Council England, Creative & 
Cultural Skills, the Royal Opera House and Thurrock Council: www.hhpp.org.uk  


