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17 September 2018 

Celebrate World Ballet Day 2018 

Join World Ballet Day 2018 and take part in a global day of live streaming on 
Facebook from three of the world’s leading ballet companies: The Australian 
Ballet, Bolshoi Ballet and London’s The Royal Ballet.   

World Ballet Day returns on Tuesday 2 October 2018, for the fifth year 
running. This annual celebration of dance provides an opportunity for audiences 
to see the athleticism and dedication it takes to be a member of one of the 
world’s top ballet companies.  
 
Join Arlene Phillips, sports celebrities and TV personalities as they take part in 
World Ballet Day to experience the training, rigour and dedication required to be 
a ballet dancer with The Royal Ballet in London. Join our celebrities as they 
pirouette their way into World Ballet Day 2018 by getting involved, sharing a 
video of yourself performing a pirouette using #WorldBalletDay and 
@royaloperahouse.  

Viewers can join the Facebook event to see the full schedule, and take part by 
sharing a video of themselves performing a pirouette in an interesting setting 
using #WorldBalletDay and @royaloperahouse on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Morning class, World Ballet Day 2016 © 2016 ROH. Photograph by 
Charlotte MacMillan 
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During the day we also go behind the scenes with Royal Ballet Principal 
dancer Matthew Ball and fellow Swans, Will Bozier and Max Westwell, in 
rehearsal with New Adventures for Matthew Bourne’s Swan Lake. 

 

Kevin O’Hare, Director of The Royal Ballet commented: 

‘We are very excited to be celebrating the fifth World Ballet Day, an event which 
grows from strength to strength each year. In addition to sharing the day with 
The Australian Ballet and the Bolshoi Ballet, we are joined by a number of guest 
companies from around the world, each showcasing the beauty of dance and 
offering an insight into the life of a dancer. Central to World Ballet Day is global 
engagement, and this year viewers can get involved by sharing a video on social 
media of themselves performing a pirouette in what promises to be once again a 
truly global dance moment.’ 

 

In 2017 #WorldBalletDay reached more than 171 million people around the 
world with the largest ever live-stream audience of 700,000 and a 28% year-on-
year increase on Facebook live viewers.  
 

Join The Royal Ballet’s morning class with exclusive interviews, a glimpse of 
members of The Royal Ballet School in action and backstage rehearsals of La 
Bayadère, Mayerling, The Unknown Soldier, Winter Dreams, Charlotte Edmonds’ 
JoJo as well as a new work from Aletta Collins and Flight Pattern by Crystal 
Pite all presented by Royal Ballet dancers Kristen McNally and Alexander 
Campbell. The Australian Ballet will kick off the livestream (2am BST) before we 
head to the Bolshoi Ballet (7am BST) and on to The Royal Ballet (12pm to 5pm 
BST).   

 

Images available here: https://we.tl/t-Jmyk2RrrYP  

 

ENDS 

Notes to editors 

World Ballet Day 2018 features guest companies from across the UK including 
the Birmingham Royal Ballet, English National Ballet, New Adventures, Northern 
Ballet, Royal Academy of Dance, The Royal Ballet, and Scottish Ballet. Also 
participating are Acosta Danza, Ballet Concierto de Puerto Rico, Bayerisches 
Staatsballett, Bolshoi Ballet, Dutch National Ballet, Houston Ballet, Pacific North 
West – Seattle, Paris Opera Ballet, Polish National Ballet, Queensland Ballet, 
National Ballet of Japan, Norwegian National Opera and Ballet, Royal Swedish 
Ballet, Royal New Zealand Ballet, Stuttgart Ballet, The Australian Ballet, The 
Royal Danish Ballet, Vienna State Ballet and West Australian Ballet. 
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About World Ballet Day 
 
World Ballet Day – a global celebration of ballet via social media – runs for a 
celebrated fifth year in 2018. Last year saw huge engagement with 171 million 
people watching #WorldBalletDay-related content, 700,000 people viewing the 
live stream (the largest ever) and a 28% year-on-year increase in the number of 
people watching live via Facebook. In 2018, The Australian Ballet, Bolshoi Ballet 
and The Royal Ballet will come together with guest companies to offer 
unparalleled behind-the-scenes access to the world’s leading classical dance 
organizations. 

 

About The Royal Ballet 

Based at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, The Royal Ballet is Great 
Britain’s most prestigious ballet company and one of the great classical ballet 
companies of the world. Led by Director Kevin O’Hare, the Company has a wide-
ranging repertory that showcases the great 19th-century classics alongside 
heritage works including those of two great 20th -century choreographers: 
Frederick Ashton and Kenneth MacMillan, both former Royal Ballet Directors. In 
addition, The Royal Ballet performs new works by Royal Ballet Resident 
Choreographer Wayne McGregor, Royal Ballet Artistic Associate Christopher 
Wheeldon and Royal Ballet Artist in Residence Liam Scarlett, three of the 
foremost international choreographers of today.  

The Royal Opera House is committed to enabling as many people as possible to 
experience and enjoy world-class ballet. Each Season more than 690,000 people 
attend performances at the Royal Opera House; and 27,000 people participate in 
education and community events ranging from Monday Moves  
for blind and partially sighted people to Chance to Dance for talented children 
from a variety of backgrounds. Many hundreds of thousands across the UK and 
overseas tune in to BBC radio and television broadcasts; more than 41,000 
attend our free outdoor BP Summer Big Screens – live relays from the Royal 
Opera House; and more than one million people worldwide saw a cinema 
broadcast in 2017/18.   

International touring plays an important role in the Company’s core activities 
and in 2018 the Company toured to Teatro Real in Madrid with Liam Scarlett’s 
Swan Lake. International tours also include extensive learning engagement and 
outreach with dance and community groups to encourage dance and promote 
ballet to new audiences. 

 

About the Bolshoi Ballet                               

One of the oldest and largest ballet companies in the world, the Bolshoi Ballet 
combines great classical tradition with a fresh approach to the art form. The 
Bolshoi is renowned for its unique style, characterized by true virtuosity and 
incredible stage presence, and it celebrates an illustrious history, featuring dance 
legends such as Galina Ulanova, Vladimir Vassiliev, Maya Plisetskaya, Ekaterina 
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Maximova and many others. The Bolshoi Ballet was the first company to stage 
Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake and Minkus’s Don Quixote. The company’s current 
repertory includes ballet classic such as Sleeping Beauty, La Bayadère, The 
Nutcracker and Yuri Grigorovitch’s Spartacus; the company also constantly 
expands its repertory, working with choreographers such as Alexei Ratmansky, 
Yuri Possokhov, Pierre Lacotte, Jean-Christophe Maillot and John Neumeier.  

Today’s Bolshoi artists – Svetlana Zakharova, Olga Smirnova, Ekaterina 
Krysanova, Vladislav Lantratov, Artem Ovcharenko, Semyon Chudin, Denis 
Rodkin, and others – are coached by Liudmila Semeniaka, Marina Kondratieva, 
Svetlana Adyrchayeva, Nikolai Fadeechev, Boris Akimov, Alexandr Vetrov and 
others, ensuring that under the leadership of Makhar Vaziev the Bolshoi’s 
standards are held as high as ever. 

 

About The Australian Ballet  

The Australian Ballet is one of the world’s premiere ballet companies and has 
delivered extraordinary performances for more than fifty years. A commitment 
to artistic excellence, a spirited style and a willingness to take risks have defined 
the company from its earliest days, both on stage and off. 

The company regularly represents Australia on the world stage and has 
performed to critical acclaim in 87 cities worldwide including New York, 
Shanghai, Tokyo, London and Paris. Caring for tradition yet daring to be 
different, The Australian Ballet performs beloved classical ballets and 
commissions new work annually. The Australian Ballet presents upwards of 250 
shows and 1,700 education and audience engagement events each year.  

In addition to 80 exceptional dancers, The Australian Ballet employs master 
craftspeople and leaders in injury prevention, dance education, marketing and 
philanthropy, as well as an orchestra of 62 musicians (Orchestra Victoria). 

Moving effortlessly between the great classical ballets and new contemporary 
commissions, the company has a uniquely Australian style, powered by artistry 
and athleticism. 

 

Matthew Bourne’s New Adventures 
New Adventures is an iconic and ground-breaking British dance-theatre 
company, famous for telling stories with a unique theatrical twist. For over 30 
years Matthew Bourne and New Adventures have delighted, inspired and 
nurtured people of all ages and backgrounds: audiences, artists and the next 
generation. We create world class productions and engaging projects, reaching 
thousands worldwide every year. 
 
New Adventures has received numerous international awards and an incredible 
12 Olivier Award nominations, including 6 wins. Over the past 30 years New 
Adventures has created 11 full-length productions and a triple-bill of short 
works. This award-winning repertoire has inspired and thrilled over 6 million 
people worldwide. 
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Investing in the future of dance and theatre, New Adventures engages in 
inclusive projects with thousands of people of all ages and ability, as well as 
emerging artists across the UK and around the world. 
 

 

 


