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Members of ROH costume department make scrubs
for NHS heroes
Members of the Royal Opera House costume team have volunteered hours of their time and
skills for NHS heroes on the frontline of the fight against Coronavirus.
Between 20 and 30 individuals from across the ROH costume teams, including dressers for The Royal
Ballet and The Royal Opera, technicians from the Production Workshops, and both the Running Teams,
have created a range of essential personal protective equipment (PPE) including scrubs and hats as well
as bespoke items such as bags, ear protectors and masks, for Local NHS Trusts and charitable groups
across the country.
Working from home using official NHS Trust-coloured and sourced materials from online crowd funding
projects, as well as from local businesses and charitable organisations, they have supplied hundreds of
items to those who need them on the frontline of the national fight against Coronavirus.
Carine Marrot, Ballet Wardrobe Technician and volunteer, said:
“In order to make myself useful at home, help the NHS and use my sewing skills, I made a set of scrubs,
via a local workshop, where they had them ordered. I'm so pleased that they have now been sent and
are being used by frontline NHS workers at St Joseph Hospice, as well as in care homes and NHS Trusts
in the local area including Homerton Hospital in Hackney. They know to call me if they need any more!”
Recipients of this PPE equipment include hospitals, care homes and charitable organisations across
London and the South East including Hastings, Middlesex, Dartford, Brighton and Barking, as well as a
stock of central line pockets and special bags that hold ‘beads of courage’ for patients at Great Ormond
Street Hospital in London to track their treatment and recovery.
All of those involved in this huge voluntary effort are full-time and casual staff members who have been
put on the government’s furlough scheme and have therefore dedicated their own time and resources
to giving their local NHS Trusts a much-needed boost of essential equipment.
The Royal Opera House has also donated its own existing personal protective equipment from set,
scenery workshops and the Costume Department to the London Ambulance service and continues to
look at new ways to support the national effort against the pandemic. In total over 17 boxes worth of

vital PPE were supplied, with stock gathered from dye, props, hats, jewellery and wigs departments.
Alex Beard, Chief Executive of the Royal Opera House, said:
“It has been wonderful to see the whole ROH community rally round to support front line carers, medics
and ambulance staff in the national fight against Coronavirus. They’re an amazing team, and we’re so
proud of what they are doing. Huge thanks and appreciation to all as we move forwards together
through these hugely challenging times”.

ENDS
NOTES TO EDITORS
For more images, interview opportunities and further information please contact Ben.Oliver@roh.org.uk
Please find images available to download here.
About The Royal Opera
The Royal Opera, under the artistic direction of Antonio Pappano, Music Director, and Oliver Mears,
Director of Opera, is one of the world’s leading opera companies. Based in the iconic Covent Garden
theatre, it is renowned both for its outstanding performances of traditional opera and for
commissioning new works by today’s leading opera composers, such as Harrison Birtwistle, MarkAnthony Turnage and Thomas Adès.
About The Royal Ballet
Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and innovation in world-class
performances, and is a driving force in the development of ballet as an art form. Based at the Royal
Opera House, Covent Garden, it brings together today’s most dynamic and versatile dancers with a
world-class orchestra and leading choreographers, composers, conductors, directors and creative teams
to share awe-inspiring theatrical experiences with diverse audiences worldwide. The Company’s
extensive repertory embraces 19th-century classics, the singular legacy of works by Founder
Choreographer Frederick Ashton and Principal Choreographer Kenneth MacMillan and the compelling
new canon of work including pieces by Resident Choreographer Wayne McGregor and Artistic Associate
Christopher Wheeldon.
About the Royal Opera House
The Royal Opera House wants to give everyone access to exceptional ballet and opera. As The Royal
Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, we bring together the world’s
most extraordinary artists in more than 500 performances every year on our two stages.
We are open every day from 10am. Across the 2018/19 Season we welcomed more than one million
people through our doors as ticketholders, participants in our programme of free and ticketed daytime

events, and as visitors to our bars, cafes, restaurants and shop. A further one million people enjoyed our
work in cinemas, at free screenings and through streamed and televised performances up and down the
UK. Our ongoing partnership with the BBC saw 11 of our productions broadcast across their platforms
last Season.
During the 2018/19 Season our three flagship ROH learning programmes – Create and Sing, Create and
Dance and Design and Make – supported teachers from 1,394 schools, 81% of which were outside
London, bringing arts to children and young people the length and breadth of the country.

