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Rambert and The Royal Ballet, in association with BBC Films are delighted to present 
their first ever collaboration, a powerful new stage work set to premiere at the Royal 
Opera House’s Linbury Theatre in January 2020.  
 

A one-of-a-kind contemporary tale, Aisha and Abhaya is directed by London-based film 
director Kibwe Tavares, in his first work for theatre. This potent and atmospheric piece 
combines Tavares’ visually stunning film and animations with choreographer Sharon 
Eyal’s singularly emotive movement, performed by a cast of 16 Rambert dancers. 
 

Set in a fantastical world, but one riven with familiar troubles and dangers, Aisha and 
Abhaya tells the story of two teenage refugee sisters displaced from home who must 
find their way in a faraway place. Aisha and Abhaya tackles themes for our times through  
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                                    Aisha and Abhaya: 

A contemporary tale of hope and fearlessness    
                                                                        

 
 
a multimedia performance in which film drives the narrative and dance becomes the 
vehicle for the sisters’ sense of loss and yearning for home. 
 

A one-of-a-kind theatrical experience and a feast for the senses, Aisha and Abhaya is 
supported by an original score and soundtrack design by Eyal’s collaborator Ori Lichtik 
and acclaimed musician GAIKA, with lavish costumes by visual artist Uldus Bakhtiozina.  
 

Benoit Swan Pouffer, Artistic Director of Rambert, comments: ‘This collaboration 
between director Kibwe Tavares and choreographer Sharon Eyal offers audiences the 
opportunity to see Rambert in a unique production, and in a new light, on stage at the 
Royal Opera House’s Linbury Theatre. It’s been wonderful to see the dancers working on 
the film, and exploring new ways of performing. This groundbreaking show is an 
opportunity for new audiences to discover the power of dance.’     
 

Emma Southworth, Creative Producer for The Royal Ballet adds: ‘We are delighted to be 
welcoming Rambert to our international stage for dance with our co-production of Aisha 
and Abhaya. Combining the work of so many innovative creatives in this project is really 
exciting, and the work promises to be a truly innovative and poignant exploration of one 
of the most pressing issues of today.’ 
 

 

Production Credits: 
 

Director                              

Kibwe Tavares 

 

Choreography                         

Sharon Eyal 
 

Choreography co-creator      

Gai Behar 
 

Soundtrack Design and Original Music  

Ori Lichtik 

                               
Music 

Gaika 
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Costume Design and Style Supervisor            
Uldus Bakhtiozina 

 

Projection Designer              
Gillian Tan 

 

Visual Effects                          
Factory Fifteen 

 

Co-production with 

 
Rambert and The Royal Ballet in association with BBC Films and Robin Saunders. 
 

Generous philanthropic support from The Royal Opera House Endowment Fund 
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Press night: Thursday 23rd January 

Tickets: £3 - £45 

#AishaAndAbhaya 

 
Suitable for ages 11+  
Contains scenes of violence, depictions of war and loud music. 
 

 

Performance Dates 

21 & 22 January, 7.45pm (preview performances) 
23, 24, 25, 28, 30 & 31 January / 1, 2, 8 & 9 February, 2.45pm & 

7.45pm 

26 January, 2.45pm 
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1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 February, 7.45pm 

 

For ticket requests, please contact Hannah Last [hannah.last@roh.org.uk].  

 
Kibwe Tavares combines his training as an architect with his love of storytelling and 
animation to create futuristic 3D animated/live action films with social and political 
depth, creating incredibly detailed, vivid and kinetic visual environments to entice 
audiences. He is a founding member of Factory Fifteen, a design-led creative studio 
working with animation, VFX and emerging technologies. His first short, Robots of 
Brixton, made a big splash in 2012 leading him to win the Special Jury Award at Sundance, 
where his second film, Jonah, written by Jack Thorne, also premiered. Robot and 
Scarecrow starring Jack O’Connell and Holiday Grainger followed, premiering at the 
London Film Festival (2017). Kibwe is currently developing two features for Film4.  
  
Jerusalem native Sharon Eyal is an award-winning international dancemaker and 
performer. While dancing with the Batsheva Dance Company (1990-2008) she began 
choreographing for the Batsheva Dancers Create programme and served as Associate 
Artistic Director (20032004) and as House Choreographer (2005-2012). Sharon has 
created works for several other dance companies – including Nederlands Dans Theater, 
The Royal Swedish Ballet, Carte Blanche Dance of Norway, Hubbard Street Dance 
Chicago and Tanzcompagnie Oldenburg, Germany. In 2013 she founded L-E-V alongside 
long-standing collaborator Gai Behar. The organisation has been touring exciting 
repertoire to some of the top dance venues around the world. Sharon’s work has 
received a series of awards for its excellence – including the Faust theatre award in 
Germany (2018), the FEDORA Van CLEEF & ARPELS Prize for Ballet (2017), the French 
Professional association of Danse & Theatre critiques awards 92017), the Jovan Cirilov 
Award (2017), and a Landau Prize for the Performing Arts in the category of dance (2009). 
 

About Rambert: 
 

Rambert is one of the world’s leading contemporary dance companies, creating 
distinctive, exciting work in London and touring it throughout the UK and around the 
world. Rambert is the longest established British dance company, with a 94-year history 
of creating new dance. It has been a home for the great modern choreographers of the 
20th century, including Trisha Brown, Lucinda Childs, Glen Tetley, and Merce 
Cunningham. 
 

 



 

                                                                       

                                    Aisha and Abhaya: 

A contemporary tale of hope and fearlessness    
                                                                        

 
 
Led by Artistic Director Benoit Swan Pouffer and Chief Executive / Executive Producer 
Helen Shute, Rambert today is a global brand synonymous with the best in contemporary  
 
dance. Its permanent company of dancers is possibly the world’s most diverse ensemble, 
and is complemented by the outstanding early-career dancers of its new ensemble 
Rambert2. Current repertoire and recent creations include works by Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui, 
Ben Duke, Sharon Eyal, Wayne McGregor, Andrea Miller, Marion Motin, Hofesh Shechter 
and Jermaine Spivey. 
 

Rambert’s home is a landmark building in the heart of London’s cultural quarter on the 
South Bank, and its performance programme is complemented by extensive education, 
participation and community-based work. Rambert’s vision is to bring work that 
resonates in the 21st century into the heart of communities at home and around the 
world. 
 

About the Royal Opera House: 
 

The Royal Opera House’s aim is for many more people to enjoy and engage in 
exceptional ballet and opera. As The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of 
the Royal Opera House, we bring together the world’s most extraordinary ballet and 
opera artists in more than 500 performances every year: live events that thrill, move and 
excite, and that transport people to other worlds though music, dance and theatre. 
 
About The Royal Ballet: 
 

Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and innovation 
with exceptional standards of artistry, creativity and stagecraft to produce supreme 
theatre for diverse audiences worldwide. It is a driving force in the development of ballet 
as an artform and brings together today’s most dynamic and versatile dancers with a 
world-class orchestra and leading choreographers, composers, conductors, designers 
and creative teams. As The Royal Ballet’s international stage for dance, the newly 
reopened Linbury Theatre offers increased opportunity to experience extraordinary 
dance in an intimate setting. 
 


