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Artists of The Royal Ballet in Corybantic Games. ©ROH, 2018. Photographed by Andrej Uspenski. 

 

• First revival of Wayne McGregor’s Live Fire Exercise. 

 

• First revival of Christopher Wheeldon’s Corybantic Games, with costume designs 

by Erdem Moralıoğlu.  

  

• George Balanchine’s Prodigal Son is performed by The Royal Ballet for the first 

time since 2004.  

 

This April, The Royal Ballet presents a varied mixed programme of work from three 

acclaimed 20th and 21st - century choreographers: George Balanchine, Wayne 
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McGregor and Christopher Wheeldon. Showcasing hugely varied, innovative 

choreography, this bill also celebrates the strength and versatility of The Royal Ballet 

across three distinctly different, visceral and exhilarating works.  

Opening the programme is the first revival of McGregor’s Live Fire Exercise. Created for 

the Company in 2011, McGregor’s signature choreography is set to Michael Tippett’s 

score Fantasia concertante on a Theme of Corelli. The work, developed in collaboration 

with artist John Gerrard, which introduce a virtual landscape to the stage, unfolding in 

real time as the ballet simultaneously comes to life. This revival features debuts from 

across The Royal Ballet, including from Principals Francesca Hayward, Yasmine 

Naghdi, Ryoichi Hirano and Marcelino Sambé.  

Following its premiere as part of the Bernstein at 100 Festival in 2018, Christopher 

Wheeldon’s Corybantic Games is revived for the first time. Set to Leonard Bernstein’s 

Serenade after Plato’s ‘Symposium’, the ballet features award-winning costume designs 

by Erdem Moralıoğlu. Set design by Jean-Marc Puissant and lighting design by Peter 

Mumford combine to evoke an atmospheric backdrop for Wheeldon’s dynamic 

choreography, culminating in a show-stopping finale showcasing the full strength of the 

corps de ballet.  

The programme is completed with Balanchine’s Prodigal Son, returning to the Royal Opera 

House for the first time since 2004. Based on a story from the parable in the Gospel 

According to St. Luke, Prodigal Son received its premiere in 1929 as part of what was to 

be the last Paris season of Sergei Diaghilev’s Ballets Russes. Set to music by Sergei 

Prokofiev, the ballet centres on themes of sin and redemption and is a masterpiece in 

dramatic storytelling, as well as an enduring example of the sheer precision and 

technicality of Balanchine’s hallmark choreography. This revival features debuts from 

Royal Ballet Principals Alexander Campbell, Natalia Osipova and Marcelino Sambé. 

Director of The Royal Ballet, Kevin O’Hare, comments: ‘This mixed bill of work promises 

to be a real treat for audiences this spring, and I’m delighted to be reviving three unique 

ballets within the same evening programme. Each work stands alone in terms of incredible 

choreographic content, and offers an array of challenges, both in terms of dancing and 

storytelling challenges for the Company.’ 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS  

LIVE FIRE EXERCISE / PRODIGAL SON / CORYBANTIC GAMES 
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Generous philanthropic support from Julia and Hans Rausing and the Friends of Covent 

Garden. 

 

Corybantic Games - Artistic Associate Christopher Wheeldon generously supported by 

Kenneth and Susan Green. 

 

PRODUCTION CREDITS 

LIVE FIRE EXERCISE  

Choreography 

Wayne McGregor 

 

Music 

Michael Tippett 

 

Artist 

John Gerrard 

 

Costume designs 

Moritz Junge 

 

Lighting design 

Lucy Carter 

 

PRODIGAL SON  

Choreography 

George Balanchine 

 

Music 

Sergey Prokofiev 

 

Set and costume designer 

Georges Rouault 

 

Revival lighting designer 

John B. Read 

 

 

http://www.roh.org.uk/people/wayne-mcgregor
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/michael-tippett
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/john-gerrard
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/moritz-junge
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/lucy-carter
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/george-balanchine
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/sergey-prokofiev
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/georges-rouault
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/john-b-read
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CORYBANTIC GAMES 

Choreography 

Christopher Wheeldon 

 

Music 

Leonard Bernstein 

 

Set designer 

Jean-Marc Puissant 

 

Costume designer 

Erdem Moralıoğlu 

 

Lighting designer 

Peter Mumford 

 

 

1. For further information or interview requests please contact Sarah Farrell / 

sarah.farrell@roh.org.uk / 020 7212 9241  

2. To request tickets, please contact Hannah Last.  

3. Images are available to download here. 

 

 

About the Royal Opera House 

  

The Royal Opera House wants to give everyone access to exceptional ballet and opera. 

As The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, we 

bring together the world’s most extraordinary artists in more than 500 performances 

every year on our two stages. 

  

We are open every day from 10am. Across the 2018/19 Season we welcomed more 

than one million people through our doors as ticketholders, participants in our 

programme of free and ticketed daytime events, and as visitors to our bars, cafes, 

restaurants and shop. A further one million people enjoyed our work in cinemas, at 

free screenings and through streamed and televised performances up and down the 

http://www.roh.org.uk/people/christopher-wheeldon
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/leonard-bernstein
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/jean-marc-puissant
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/erdem-moralioglu
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/peter-mumford
mailto:sarah.farrell@roh.org.uk
mailto:sarah.farrell@roh.org.uk
mailto:hannah.last@roh.org.uk
https://we.tl/t-H0j0Bb8aGa
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UK. Our on-going partnership with the BBC saw 11 of our productions broadcast across 

their platforms last Season. 

  

During the 2018/19 Season our three flagship ROH learning programmes – Create 

and Sing, Create and Dance and Design and Make – supported teachers from 1,394 

schools, 81% of which were outside London, bringing arts to children and young 

people the length and breadth of the country.  

 

About The Royal Ballet 

Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and 

innovation in world-class performances, and is a driving force in the development of 

ballet as an art form.  Based at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, it brings 

together today’s most dynamic and versatile dancers with a world-class orchestra and 

leading choreographers, composers, conductors, directors and creative teams to share 

awe-inspiring theatrical experiences with diverse audiences worldwide.  

 

The Company’s extensive repertory embraces 19th-century classics, the singular 

legacy of works by Founder Choreographer Frederick Ashton and Principal 

Choreographer Kenneth MacMillan and the compelling new canon of work including 

pieces by Resident Choreographer Wayne McGregor, Artistic Associate Christopher 

Wheeldon and Artist in Residence Liam Scarlett.  

 

 


