
  

 

 

 

Monday 2 December 2019 

Launching Opera Nation – a free new training programme for 
young people in the West Midlands 

 

Could you be the next Pavarotti?   

 

Today, Birmingham City University’s Royal Birmingham Conservatoire and the 
Royal Opera House launch Opera Nation, a free programme to develop the 
next generation of opera singers.  

 

Opera Nation is a free talent pipeline programme for young people aged 14 to 
18. The programme seeks to discover the next generation of opera singers 
through a series of workshops, residential courses and professional support to 
establish a long-lasting talent development structure in the region. Opera Nation 
opens with a series of free workshops in December 2019 and January 2020. 
Any passionate young singer can apply.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Singers @ Royal Birmingham Conservatoire. Photograph by Graeme Braidwood 



The sessions begin on Monday 9 December in Walsall (from 6pm to 9pm). Young 
people aged 14 to 18 can sign up for one of 300 free places (sixty per 
workshop). There will also be sessions in Dudley (14 January, 6pm to 9pm), 
Worcester (20 January, 6pm to 9pm), Birmingham (22 January, 6pm to 9pm) 
and Coventry (21 January, 6pm to 9pm).  

The workshops will see professional musicians from the Royal Opera House and 
the Royal Birmingham Conservatoire – part of Birmingham City University – 
nurture the young people’s vocal, musical talents and stagecraft skills. Following 
the workshops, 60 students will be selected to attend a residential course, 
before a final 30 are selected to begin a programme that offers up to four years 
of professional mentoring, training and support. 

The new four-year initiative is a joint venture conceived by Royal Birmingham 
Conservatoire (RBC) and the Royal Opera House (ROH). Opera Nation is the first 
programme of its kind in the Midlands and offers aspiring young opera singers a 
sustained investment into their musical journey and a path into professional 
training. The RBC and ROH will also work with schools and music services to 
target talented young people who require mentoring and professional support in 
order to allow them to pursue careers in music.  

 

Julian Lloyd Webber, Principal of Royal Birmingham Conservatoire 
commented 

‘Royal Birmingham Conservatoire and the Royal Opera House share an ethos of 
inclusion and widening participation and we’re delighted to be launching this 
fantastic opportunity to nurture young singers from diverse backgrounds. Opera 
Nation will make a significant contribution to the musical development of young 
people across the West Midlands.’ 
 

Oliver Mears, Director of Opera, The Royal Opera commented 

‘We believe that every singer and talented young person should have access to 
professional training and support, and we want to make sure that everyone has 
the opportunity to fulfil their potential. This free programme is designed to 
remove barriers to music and vocal training that young people may experience, 
be they social, geographical or financial. Our vision is to reach the widest 
possible range of talent and crucially support young people in the early stages of 
their careers. I look forward to seeing the next generation of opera singers 
emerging from this programme over the coming years.’  

 

Abigail Kelly opera singer and ambassador for Opera Nation commented 
  



“By removing barriers to training, initiatives like Opera Nation empower young 
people and ensure that every young person, regardless of their background, has 
access to music and a musical education. Having grown up in Birmingham this 
project is close to my heart and I look forward to working with young people 
across the region to mentor and support their futures. Whether those involved 
go on to be professional singers or take different career paths, this accessible 
programme provides a wonderful opportunity for young people from across the 
West Midlands to work with many talented professionals and offer unrivalled 
insight into the artform.”  
 

Young people aged 14 to 18 can sign up to a free Opera Nation workshop visit 
operanation.eventbrite.co.uk  

 

ENDS 

Notes to editors 

1. For further information email either Rachel Gaston or Jolene Dyke (Royal 
Opera House press team)  

2. For any RBC enquiries contact Lyle Bignon, Senior External Relations 
Officer, Birmingham City University on 0121 331 5695 / 07925 818231 

3. Download images here 
4. To unsubscribe email 

 

Opera Nation is generously supported by Oak Foundation.  

 

About Opera Nation 
Launched in September 2019, Opera Nation is an inclusive talent development 
programme looking to nurture the next generation of diverse opera singers by providing 
high quality training, dramatic-singing resources and unique masterclasses. As part of 
the Opera Nation portfolio the Royal Birmingham Conservatoire and the Royal Opera 
House have come together to co-deliver a free-to-access four-year talent pipeline 
programme that offers students in Birmingham and the West Midlands the opportunity to 
work with leading operatic talent from both companies, and to potentially have operatic 
careers.  
 
About the Royal Opera House 

The Royal Opera House’s aim is for many more people to enjoy and engage in 
exceptional ballet and opera. As The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of 
the Royal Opera House, we bring together the world’s most extraordinary ballet and 
opera artists in more than 500 performances every year: live events that thrill, move 
and excite, and that transport people to other worlds though music, dance and theatre. 
The Royal Opera House is open every day from 10am with a programme of daytime 
events for all ages including free weekly recitals. Alongside this, the Royal Opera House 
last Season supported teachers from over 1,250 schools, 81% outside of Greater 



London, through its three nationwide schools programmes: Create and Sing, Create and 
Dance and Design and Make, bringing opera, ballet and behind the scenes creativity to 
everyone from primary school to apprentice level.   

About Royal Birmingham Conservatoire 

Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, part of Birmingham City University, is a world class 
institution providing exceptional training for the musicians, actors, stage managers and 
performers of the future. Our outstanding facilities attract the best and brightest 
students to Birmingham, along with internationally renowned performers, teachers and 
directors. With limitless collaboration opportunities for staff and students, our 
Conservatoire is a stimulating learning environment with an international reputation that 
celebrates diversity. Our courses focus on employability, and aim to help students meet 
the demands of today’s fast-paced creative industry. Royal Birmingham Conservatoire 
delivers a Learning and Participation programme that engages over 5,000 young 
musicians across the UK annually. 


