
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 10th December 2019 

Brownies, Guides and Rangers from across the UK pack the Royal Opera 

House to the rafters for special Christmas performance 

 

 

 

 

 

Hundreds of Brownies, Guides and Rangers and their families, from Cornwall to 

the Outer Hebrides, flocked to Covent Garden yesterday afternoon for a special 



performance of The Royal Ballet’s The Sleeping Beauty, as part of the Royal 

Opera House’s annual Paul Hamlyn Christmas Treat. 

The 1800 participants made up of girls, leaders and their families, came from 

Girlguiding groups from across the UK. All are from areas of socio-economic 

disadvantage and they were offered subsidised tickets to help engage girls who 

face barriers to involvement in the arts. 

The Royal Opera House was a hive of activity, filled with pop-up activities 

including carol singing, craft sessions and workshops with designers and makers. 

Brownies, Guides and Rangers and their families also had the opportunity to 

dance with members of The Royal Ballet. 

This ran alongside a special performance of the Royal Ballet’s much loved-

favourite The Sleeping Beauty, together with accompanying music from the 

Orchestra of the Royal Opera House.  

 

Jillian Barker, Director of Learning and Participation and the Royal 

Opera House, said: 

“We were delighted to work with Girlguiding for this year’s Paul Hamlyn 

Christmas Treat, and it was wonderful to see so many interested, empowered 

young women from all parts of the UK enjoying our beautiful art forms, but also 

getting involved and seeing the breadth of opportunities that are available to 

them through the arts: be it on our stages, backstage or in stagecraft and 

design.”  

Emma Guthrie, Assistant Chief Guide for Girlguiding, said: 

“Inspiring girls and young women is at the heart of Girlguiding. We support them 

to have fun, build their confidence and try new things. Every girl should have the 
chance to enjoy and be inspired by the arts. 
 

“We’d like to thank the Royal Opera House and The Helen Hamlyn Trust for 
helping us to provide this once in a lifetime opportunity for hundreds of our 

members and their families. Everyone has had an amazing time. From taking 
part in the festive behind the scenes workshops, to watching the iconic ballet 
performance and even dancing with members of the Royal Ballet.” 

 

The event, arranged as part of the Paul Hamlyn Christmas Treat, is generously 

supported by The Helen Hamlyn Trust and takes place every year, allowing 

thousands of invited families who have not previously been to a performance at 

the Royal Opera House to enjoy opera and ballet at one of London’s most 

famous theatres, with many returning again and again. 

Ava, 8, a Brownie, said: “I’ve never been to the ballet before. I enjoyed 
everything, particularly making paper flowers in the crafting session and  also 

watching some of the amazing dancers from the Royal Ballet, it’s been great!” 



Lady Hamlyn said: “The Paul Hamlyn performances have provided such joy to 
thousands of families over the years. The Sleeping Beauty at Christmas is 

magical and for those coming to the Opera House for the first time it is a perfect 
introduction. The arts provide an important dimension in people’s lives: to 

reflect, to dream, to have fun and discover creativity in themselves. 
 
“This year the Royal Opera House is working with the Girlguiding UK to reach 

families across the UK and provide them with their first experience of ballet. We 
were thrilled to welcome them for this special day, with opportunities to try out 

instruments, try on costumes and discover what goes on behind the scenes.”  

Girlguiding offers all girls aged five (four in Ulster) to 18 the chance to take part 
in a wide and varied programme, incorporating everything from world issues and 

science to adventure and international travel. 

The Paul Hamlyn Christmas Treat is generously supported by The Helen Hamlyn Trust in 

memory of the late Paul Hamlyn, her husband.  
 

ENDS 

 
NOTES TO EDITORS 

 

1. For further information, interview requests or press access please contact 

ben.oliver@roh.org.uk 

2. Images available to download here:  

 

About the Royal Opera House 

The Royal Opera House wants to give everyone access to exceptional ballet and 

opera. As The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera 

House, we bring together the world's most extraordinary artists in more than 500 

performances every year on our two world-class stages.   

We are open every day from 10am with a programme of daytime events, activities and 

festivals for people of all ages. Through award-winning music, dance and theatre 

we transport our audiences to other worlds.   

Last year more than 676,000 people saw a Royal Opera House performance or came for 

a tour. Our BP Big Screens programme every summer sees thousands enjoy free, world-

class opera and ballet on their doorsteps, from Aberdeen to the Isle of Wight. The Royal 

Opera House Live Cinema Season, which broadcasts live performances of opera and 

ballet to UK and international cinemas, celebrated ten years of world-class cinema 

broadcasts in 2018. In 2019, we broadcast to more than 1,500 cinemas globally. Our 

ongoing partnership with the BBC saw three of our productions broadcast across BBC 

platforms/channels last Season.  

 

About Girlguiding 

 

Girlguiding is the leading charity for girls and young women in the UK, with almost half a 

million members. Thanks to the dedication and support of 100,000 amazing volunteers, 

mailto:ben.oliver@roh.org.uk
https://we.tl/t-3Z1o7URs1H


we are active in every part of the UK, giving girls and young women a space where they 

can be themselves, have fun, build brilliant friendships, gain valuable life skills and make 

a positive difference to their lives and their communities. We build girls’ confidence and 

raise their aspirations. We give them the chance to discover their full potential and 

encourage them to be a powerful force for good. We give them a space to have fun. We 

run Rainbows (5–7 years, 4-7 years in Ulster), Brownies (7–10 years), Guides (10–14 

years) and Rangers (14–18 years). Registered Charity No 306016. 

www.girlguiding.org.uk 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/

