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Monday 20 September 2021 

Fun, furious, frantic, and utterly fantastic - Alice's Adventures Under Ground 

makes a welcome return to the small screen this winter 

 

The Royal Opera House (ROH) and Irish National Opera (INO) are delighted to announce the broadcast 

of a new, specially filmed version of Alice’s Adventure’s Under Ground — premiering from 19:30 on 

Friday 5 November 2021 on the ROH website. Priced at £7, and less than an hour long, this short, sharp 

shot of mayhem is the ideal family treat. 

The new film is based on the original production of the same title, where the surreal world of Lewis 

Carroll’s Alice (both in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass) is given Gerald Barry’s operatic 

treatment. Barry’s characteristic high-speed energy and riotous sense of humour propels the action 

forward as Alice plunges down the rabbit hole, into the depths of Wonderland. 

Fergus Sheil, Artistic Director of Irish National Opera explains: ‘Our planned performances of the opera 

in Ireland fell victim to Covid-19, but even before this, we had felt this opera was particularly suited to 

film so we quickly pivoted in this direction. Alice is very fast paced with frequent scene changes and a 

myriad of costumes. On film, the production takes on a new form. Details of the set, costumes and 

props and the extraordinary performances of the cast can be seen at close quarters. The audience are 

taken even further inside the absurd world of Lewis Carroll and Gerald Barry.’ 

Oliver Mears, Director of the Royal Opera said: ‘I am thrilled that audiences will get the chance to see 

this tremendous production up close, masterfully reimagined by the film team at INO. It’s a brilliantly 

crafted show with a stellar cast, and a visual treat for audiences around the globe.’ 

Co-produced by ROH and INO, and premiered in Covent Garden in 2020, the production is directed and 

designed by Antony McDonald. Performing under the baton of André de Ridder alongside the Irish 

Chamber Orchestra, Dublin-born Claudia Boyle leads the cast as Alice. British/Irish mezzo-soprano Clare 

Presland sings roles including the tempestuous Queen of Hearts, while British mezzo-soprano Hilary 

Summers reprises roles including the White Queen – one she performed in her Royal Opera main stage 

debut in the 2019/20 Season.  



Other performers include Irish tenor Gavan Ring as, among others, the White Rabbit and Madhatter; 

American tenor Peter Tantsits as the March Hare and Tweedledee; British bass-baritone Stephen 

Richardson as the White Knight, Cheshire Cat, Mock Turtle, among others; and bass Alan Ewing as the 

Red Knight and Humpty Dumpty. 

 

ENDS 

*** 
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NOTES TO EDITORS  

• Images can be downloaded from the following link: https://we.tl/t-kx3X3Kqjvq 

• Streams will be available to watch on stream.roh.org.uk 

• Streamed: Friday 5 November 2021, 19:30, on-demand for 30 days 

• Price: £7 

• SUNG IN ENGLISH WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES  

• Alice's Adventures Under Ground In Focus, a free online introduction to the opera with Andrew 

Gavin takes place on 15 November. Book via www.irishnationalopera.ie 

Alice's Adventures Under Ground 

Music - Gerald Barry 

Conductor - André de Ridder 

Director & Designer - Antony McDonald 

Movement Director Lucy Burge 

Lighting Designer Fabiana Piccioli 

Irish Chamber Orchestra 

 

Cast 

• Alice – Claudia Boyle 

• Red Queen/The Queen of Hearts/Duchess/Mock Turtle/Passenger 1/Oyster 1 - Clare Presland 

• White Queen/Dormouse/Tiger Lily/Mock Turtle, Cook/Passenger 2/Oyster 2 – Hilary Summers 

• White King/White Rabbit/Mad Hatter/ Tweedledum/Frog Footman/Fawn/Bottle 1/Cake 2/Baby 
1/ Passenger 3/Daisy 1 – Gavan Ring 
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https://we.tl/t-kx3X3Kqjvq
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http://www.irishnationalopera.ie/


• March Hare/ Tweedledee/Fish Footman/Guard/Messenger/Bottle 2/Cake 1/Baby 2/Passenger 
4/Daisy 2 - Peter Tantsits 

• White Knight/Cheshire Cat/Soldier/Bottle 3, Cake 3/Baby 3/Oyster 3/Passenger 5/Daisy 3 - 
Stephen Richardson 

• Humpty Dumpty/King of Hearts/Red Knight/Bottle 4/Cake 4/Baby 4/Oyster 4/Passenger 6/Daisy 
4 - Alan Ewing 

• Dancers - Stephanie Dufresne, Niamh O'Flannagain, Nathan Cornwell  

*** 

About The Royal Opera  

The Royal Opera, under the artistic direction of Antonio Pappano, Music Director, and Oliver Mears, 
Director of Opera, is one of the world’s leading opera companies. Based in the iconic Covent Garden 
theatre, it is renowned both for its outstanding performances of traditional opera and for 
commissioning new works by today’s leading opera composers, such as George Benjamin, Harrison 
Birtwistle, Mark- Anthony Turnage and Thomas Adès.  

About the Royal Opera House 

Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the Royal Opera 
House brings together the world’s most extraordinary artists in live, streamed and broadcast events and 
performances that thrill, move and excite, that transport people to other worlds. Our theatres are in 
London’s Covent Garden but our work is accessed and experienced across the UK and globally through 
touring partnerships, cinema programmes, free outdoor screenings, radio, TV and live-streaming.    

Since closing our doors due to the global pandemic in March 2020, the Royal Opera House continued to 
bring together the world's most extraordinary artists and curated the #OurHouseToYourHouse 
programme, made up of nine live concerts (six for opera, two for ballet and two galas), 38 streamed 
productions and a suite of online content that has been viewed over 15 million times in 183 countries, 
together with a suite of cultural highlights in partnership with the BBC, Sky Arts and Netflix and a host of 
online home learning opportunities wherever you are in the country.  

We are hugely excited to welcome people back to our theatres as soon as possible, showcasing the very 
best of our art forms and bringing the joy of live performance back to our audiences. We would like to 
thank everyone who continues to support our creative community as we get closer to re-opening our 
doors once again. 

Royal Opera House Recovery Campaign 

Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences are at the heart of what we do on our 
stages, backstage, online, in cinemas and in our communities. The global pandemic has affected all arts 
organisations across the world. We have lost £3 in every £5 of our income, and our loan from 
Government takes us only part of the way. We need your help with our Recovery Campaign to bring our 
artists back to our stages. Roh.org.uk/donate 

About Irish National Opera 

Irish National Opera is Ireland’s newest and most enterprising opera company. It champions Irish 
creativity in its casting, its choice of creative teams and in its commitment to the presentation of new 
operas. 



The company has performed large-scale productions of works from the great operatic canon by Mozart, 
Verdi, Puccini and Rossini in the Gaiety and Bord Gáis Energy theatres in Dublin, the National Opera 
House in Wexford and Cork Opera House. It has also taken touring productions of works by Thomas 
Adès, Offenbach, Gluck and Vivaldi — the first ever production of a Vivaldi opera in Ireland — to venues 
in all parts of the country. 

INO was formed in January 2018 through the merger of two award-winning companies, Opera Theatre 
Company and Wide Open Opera. The two companies joined forces in 2017 in response to an Arts 
Council initiative, and have delivered Ireland its first ever truly national opera company. In its first 24 
months of operation Irish National Opera produced 72 performances of 14 different operas in 24 Irish 
venues, and its long-term target is to visit over 20 Irish venues annually. 

INO is committed to taking Irish opera productions abroad. Its FEDORA–Generali Prize winning 
production of Donnacha Dennehy and Enda Walsh’s The Second Violinist, a co- production with 
Landmark Productions, has been seen in Galway, Dublin, London and Amsterdam. 

INO’s 20 Shots of Opera, 20 short operas that were conceived, composed, recorded and filmed in just six 
months, showcase the breadth and depth of Irish operatic talent. The project was praised in The Wall 
Street Journal as “an exhilarating jaunt through up-to-the-minute creativity” and is available to watch 
online on irishnationalopera.ie and on operavision.eu. Also available to view online is Mozart’s Seraglio 
mini-series, Rossini’s The Barber of Seville, Handel’s Acis and Galatea and the company’s inaugural Gala 
Concert The Big Bang!. Its street-art opera, He did what? by Brian Irvine and John McIlduff, a co-
production with Dumbworld, has screened at Operadagen Festival in Rotterdam, Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival, Dublin Fringe Festival and at New York’s BAM New Wave Festival. 

The ABL Aviation Opera Studio provides a platform for emerging opera artists in several disciplines. 
Studio members gave the much-praised world premiere of Evangelia Rigaki’s This Hostel Life in the crypt 
of Dublin’s Christ Church Cathedral, and presented the free, introductory show, The Deadly World of 
Opera, as part of Dublin City Council’s MusicTown festival. 

INO is funded by the Arts Council and is a member of Opera Europa, Fedora and an Operavision partner. 
www.irishnationalopera.ie 
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