
 
  

                                                                         
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

Press Release 

 10 March 2022 

Ballet World Premiere by Kyle Abraham alongside work by 
Christopher Wheeldon and Crystal Pite 

24 March - 7 April 
 
Three of the world’s most exciting choreographers come together in an extraordinary 
showcase of modern ballet.  This mixed programme of one act ballets includes the world 
premiere of The Weathering, a new work by Kyle Abraham. This new production is set to a 
score of existing and new music by Ryan Lott, and features costume designs by Karen Young 
and lighting design by Dan Scully. Abraham created his first work for The Royal Ballet, 
Optional Family: A Divertissement, in May 2021; The Weathering is his second work for the 
Company. 

As well as creating works for his own dance company A.I.M, Abraham has made creations 
for Alvin Ailey American Dance Theatre and New York City Ballet and has choreographed 
solos for American Ballet Theatre Principals Misty Copeland and Calvin Royal III. In 
November 2013 he also choregraphed Beyonce’s British Vogue cover shoot. 

The programme also features Crystal Pite’s moving and melancholic Solo Echo. Love, loss 
and acceptance are the heart of this work, which is inspired by Mark Strand’s poem Lines 
for Winter and is set to Brahms’s sonatas for cello and piano. 

Royal Ballet Artistic Associate Christopher Wheeldon’s energetic DGV: Dans à grande 
vitesse was created for The Royal Ballet in 2006 and was last performed by the Company in 
2014. Set to Michael Nyman’s MGV (Musique à Grande Vitesse), which was composed to 
commemorate the French highspeed train TGV (Train à Grand Vitesse), the ballet is a 
mesmerising blend of movement and metaphor.   

ENDS 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
Images can be downloaded HERE 
 
PRESS CONTACT 
Ashley Woodfield - Head of Ballet Press 
ashley.woodfield@roh.org.uk  
Tel - 07984513676 

*** 
  
The Weathering / Solo Echo / DGV: Danse à Grande Vitesse 
24 March 2022 – 7 April 2022 
The Royal Ballet  
Main Stage, the Royal Opera House, WC2E 9DD 
Tickets £4 - £90 
Booking - www.roh.org.uk  

Performance Times   
24, 28 March at 7,30pm  
1,2,7 April at 7.30pm  
  

*** 
  

Casting 
Full casting details here New Kyle Abraham / Solo Echo / DGV: Danse à grande vitesse (roh.org.uk) 

  
Creative Teams 
  
The Weathering  
Choreography                      Kyle Abraham  
Music                                     Ryan Lott 
Costume designer               Karen Young 
Lighting designer                  Dan Scully 
  
Solo Echo  
Choreography                  Crystal Pite  
Music                                Johannes Brahms 
Scenic design                   Jay Gower Taylor 
Costume design              Crystal Pite and Joke Visser 
Lighting                             Tom Visser 
Staging                              Eric Beauchesne and Deirdre Chapman 
  
DGV: Danse à grande vitesse 
Choreography                 Christopher Wheeldon 
Music                               Michael Nyman 
Designer                          Jean-Marc Puissant 
Lighting                            Jennifer Tipton 
Staging                             Christopher Saunders 
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About The Royal Ballet  
Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and innovation in world-class 
performances and is a driving force in the development of ballet as an art form. Based at the Royal Opera 
House, Covent Garden, it brings together today’s most dynamic and versatile dancers with a world-class 
orchestra and leading choreographers, composers, conductors, directors and creative teams to share awe-
inspiring theatrical experiences with diverse audiences worldwide. The Company’s extensive repertory 
embraces 19th-century classics, the singular legacy of works by Founder Choreographer Frederick Ashton and 
Principal Choreographer Kenneth MacMillan, a compelling new canon of work by choreographers today 
including Resident Choreographer Wayne McGregor and Artistic Associate Christopher Wheeldon, and the 
bold and complementary programming in the Linbury Theatre.   
About the Royal Opera House 
Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the Royal Opera House 
brings together the world’s most extraordinary artists in live, streamed and broadcast events and performances 
that thrill, move, excite and transport people to other worlds. Our theatres are in London’s Covent Garden but 
our work is accessed and experienced across the UK and globally through touring partnerships, cinema 
programmes, free outdoor screenings, radio, TV and live-streaming.    
Over the course of the pandemic, the Royal Opera House continued to bring together the world's most 
extraordinary artists, curating the #OurHouseToYourHouse programme made up of nine live-streamed concerts 
(six for opera, two for ballet and two galas) and 38 full-length streamed productions from our archives. This 
programme of full-length content was viewed over 15 million times in 183 countries. In addition, the ROH 
presented a host of cultural highlights in partnership with the BBC, Sky Arts, Marquee TV and Netflix, and a 
programme of home learning opportunities. Social media content was viewed almost 1 billion times over the 
course of the pandemic. 
We are thrilled to welcome people back to our Covent Garden home every day from 12pm, showcasing the very 
best of our art forms and bringing the joy of live performance back to our audiences. 
Royal Opera House Recovery Campaign 
Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences are at the heart of what we do on our stages, 
backstage, online, in cinemas and in our communities. The global pandemic has affected all arts organisations 
across the world. We have lost £3 in every £5 of our income, and our loan from Government takes us only part 
of the way. We need your help with our Recovery Campaign to bring our artists back to our stages. 
roh.org.uk/donate 
  
  
 


