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Books through ballet: 

Join the Royal Opera House for World Book Day  

Thursday 3 March 2022 

 

Join the Royal Opera House on Thursday 3 March 2022 for the 25th annual World Book Day, 

and learn about Create and Dance – one of our national schools’ Create and Learn programmes. 

Throughout the day, enjoy content across ROH social media platforms and an exclusive video 

showcasing our recent, sector-leading work that reaches students country-wide. 

 

Last month, Royal Opera House programmes worked with a number of schools in Doncaster, 

Coventry and Thurrock. On Monday 7 February 2022, 33 schools from across the country joined 

the very first Everybody Dance! Digital workshop, organised in partnership with the National 

Literary Trust and held during Doncaster Storytelling Festival: A Wonderland of Stories. The 

event involved 70 classes, and invited students – no matter their age, experience, or ability – to 

become honorary members of The Royal Ballet’s corps de ballet for the day, learning 

choreography inspired by Christopher Wheeldon’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland.  

Almost 3000 school children took part. 

 

The following week, 28 teachers in Coventry took part in Create and Dance training, exploring 

how to teach high quality creative dance in the classroom and improve literacy through movement. 

And, on Thursday 24 February 2022, 39 schools travelled to Covent Garden to see the fourth 

https://www.worldbookday.com/
https://learning-platform.roh.org.uk/ballet
https://literacytrust.org.uk/communities/doncaster/doncaster-storytelling-festival-2022/


Schools’ Matinee of the Season: a performance of Kenneth MacMillan’s masterful adaptation of 

Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.  

 

Each of these events and activities are closely aligned with the national curriculum, and help 

teachers inspire students, encourage creativity, and highlight the many links between literacy and 

the performing arts. A short film centering on Everybody Dance! will receive its premiere on 

World Book Day, and will be available to watch on ROH social channels. Any school can access 

our programmes through the Learning Platform, and those interested in taking part in future 

events should visit our website for resources, training opportunities, and more information.  

 

The first World Book Day in the UK and Ireland took place in 1997. The event, designed to 

promote reading for pleasure, is now marked in over 100 countries around the globe, and has 

helped children from all backgrounds develop life-long habits of reading for pleasure. In 2021, 

54,000 books donated by publishers were distributed via the National Literacy Trust to children 

least likely to have books, and 1 in 5 children receiving free school meals said the book they 

‘bought’ with their WBD book token was the first book they had of their own. 

 

Amy McGann, Head of National Programmes, said: 

 

‘Our national schools’ Create and Learn programmes are at the very core of our commitment to 

widening access to our art forms and inspiring creativity in the next generation. Create & Dance 

and Everybody Dance! are two of the best examples of this, supporting cross-curricular work, 

and encouraging children to see the many ways literature informs ballet, and ballet can be used 

to build and improve literacy. It’s a real pleasure to be able to work with schools right the way 

across the country, offering new, engaging, ways into texts that have been taught for years.’ 
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For more information about Create & Dance and Everybody Dance! visit the Learning Platform 

on our website. 
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About Learning and Participation 

The Royal Opera House’s dedicated Learning and Participation programme covers the length 
and breadth of the country, playing a vital role in building and diversifying the future of ballet and 
opera. The programme aims to inspire creativity and widen access to our art forms, offering a 
curriculum-linked national schools’ programme; a suite of activities for families and individuals in 
and around our iconic Covent Garden home; and a number of events and performances specially 
designed to broaden participation, nurture young talent and, more recently, thank the NHS for the 
work its dedicated staff are continuing to do in response to the pandemic.   

About the Royal Opera House 

Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the 
Royal Opera House brings together the world’s most extraordinary artists in live, streamed and 
broadcast events and performances that thrill, move, excite and transport people to other worlds. 
Our theatres are in London’s Covent Garden, but our work is accessed and experienced across 
the UK and globally through touring partnerships, cinema programmes, free outdoor screenings, 
radio, TV and live-streaming.    

Over the course of the pandemic, the Royal Opera House continued to bring together the world's 
most extraordinary artists, curating the #OurHouseToYourHouse programme made up of nine 
live-streamed concerts (six for opera, two for ballet and two galas) and 38 full-length streamed 
productions from our archives. This programme of full-length content was viewed over 15 million 
times in 183 countries. In addition, the ROH presented a host of cultural highlights in partnership 
with the BBC, Sky Arts, Marquee TV and Netflix, and a programme of home learning opportunities. 
Social media content was viewed almost 1 billion times over the course of the pandemic. 

We are thrilled to be welcoming people back to our Covent Garden home every day from 12pm, 
showcasing the very best of our art forms and bringing the joy of live performance back to our 
audiences. 

Royal Opera House Recovery Campaign 

Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences are at the heart of what we do on 
our stages, backstage, online, in cinemas and in our communities. The global pandemic has 
affected all arts organisations across the world. We have lost £3 in every £5 of our income, and 
our loan from Government takes us only part of the way. We need your help with our Recovery 
Campaign to bring our artists back to our stages. roh.org.uk/donate 

https://learning-platform.roh.org.uk/programme/everybody-dance/
https://learning-platform.roh.org.uk/programme/everybody-dance/
https://www.roh.org.uk/donate-now

