
   
 

   
 

                                                                         

 

Press Release  

 Tuesday 9 November 2021  

Christmas is coming!  

This December, The Nutcracker will be broadcast live to 

cinemas around the world 

• Watch the trailer here 

• More information at roh.org.uk/cinemas   

The Royal Opera House is delighted to announce that its international Cinema Season will open on 

Thursday 9 December 2021 with Peter Wright’s spectacular production of The Nutcracker. A festive 

favourite for the whole family, the production will be relayed live from 7:15 pm to over 700 cinemas in 12 

countries around the world.  

The Royal Ballet’s production remains true to the spirit of the original Russian classic, featuring a mix of 

solo and ensemble pieces that showcase the Company at its best. Created in 1984, but substantially 

reworked since that date, it is a work of lasting magic – set to Tchaikovsky’s irresistible score, and featuring 

sweeping snowscapes, magical stagecraft and a showstopping series of dances performed in the dream-

like Land of Sweets.  

The cinema relay features Akane Takada as the Sugar Plum Fairy; Cesar Corrales as her Prince; Isabella 

Gasparini as Clara; and Luca Acri as Hans-Peter (the Nutcracker). Encore screenings will run from Sunday 

12 December 2021. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UliUMXwfoaY
http://roh.org.uk/cinemas


   
 

   
 

The ROH cinema programme launched in 2008 and has, since then, brought world-class opera and ballet 

to audiences around the world. This year, 6 major works from our 2021/22 Season will be broadcast to 

cinemas around the world, offering audiences the best seat in the house for each performance, and 

including exclusive behind-the-scenes footage, interviews and rehearsal insights.  The programme forms 

an integral part of our plan to secure our future, expand audiences and help facilitate the vital recovery 

of cinema domestically and internationally. 

Kevin O’Hare, Director of The Royal Ballet, said: 

‘It is a real joy to be opening the Royal Opera House Cinema Season with Peter Wright’s timeless 

production of The Nutcracker. Christmas is such a special time and it's wonderful to share this festive 

production with our global audiences once again.’ 

The Royal Ballet Cinema Season will also include a Valentine’s Day screening of Kenneth MacMillan’s 

Romeo and Juliet, scheduled for Monday 14 February 2022, and repertory favourite Swan Lake, which 

will be broadcast to cinemas on Thursday 19 May 2022. For more information, and to book, please visit 

roh.org.uk/cinemas.  

ENDS 

*** 

Cast 

The Sugar Plum Fairy: Akane Takada 

The Prince: Cesar Corrales 

Herr Drosselmeyer: Christopher Saunders 

Clara: Isabella Gasparini 

Hans-Peter/The Nutcracker: Luca Acri 

Orchestra: Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, conducted by Koen Kessels 

 

The ballet lasts 2 hours and 40 minutes, including one interval. 

 

*** 

 

THE 2021/2022 ROYAL OPERA HOUSE CINEMA SEASON: 

http://roh.org.uk/cinemas
https://www.roh.org.uk/people/akane-takada
https://www.roh.org.uk/people/cesar-corrales
https://www.roh.org.uk/people/christopher-saunders
https://www.roh.org.uk/people/isabella-gasparini
https://www.roh.org.uk/people/luca-acri
https://www.roh.org.uk/people/koen-kessels


   
 

   
 

  

The Royal Ballet 

THE NUTCRACKER 

Live: Thursday 9 December 2021, 7:15 pm 

Encore: Sunday 12 December 2021, 2pm 

  

The Royal Opera 

TOSCA 

Live: Wednesday 15 December 2021, 7:15 pm 

Encore: Wednesday 19 January 2022, 7:15 pm 

  

The Royal Ballet 

ROMEO AND JULIET 

Special Screening: Monday 14 February 2022, 7:15 pm (performed on 3 February 2022) 

Encore: Sunday 20 February 2022, 2pm 

  

The Royal Opera 

 RIGOLETTO 

Anniversary Screening: Thursday 10 March 2022, 7:15 pm (performed in September 2021) 

Encore: Sunday 13 March 2022, 2 pm 

  

The Royal Opera 

LA TRAVIATA 

Live: Wednesday 13 April 2022, 6:45 pm 

Encore: Sunday 17 April 2022, 2 pm 

  

The Royal Ballet 

SWAN LAKE 

Live: Thursday 19 May 2022, 7:15 pm 



   
 

   
 

Encore: Sunday 22 May 2022, 2 pm 

*** 

NOTES TO EDITORS  

Further information about the Royal Opera House Cinema Season can be found at: roh.org.uk/cinemas 

 

Full cinema trailer can be found on YouTube. 

Nutcracker trailer can be found on YouTube. 

Images can be downloaded here 

  

PRESS CONTACT 

Hattie Hafenrichter: Hattie.Hafenrichter@roh.org.uk | Special Projects Communications Officer   

Ashley Woodfield: ashley.woodfield@roh.org.uk | Head of Ballet Press  

  

*** 

About The Royal Ballet  

Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and innovation in world-class 

performances and is a driving force in the development of ballet as an art form. Based at the Royal Opera 

House, Covent Garden, it brings together today’s most dynamic and versatile dancers with a world-class 

orchestra and leading choreographers, composers, conductors, directors and creative teams to share 

awe-inspiring theatrical experiences with diverse audiences worldwide. The Company’s extensive 

repertory embraces 19th-century classics, the singular legacy of works by Founder Choreographer 

Frederick Ashton and Principal Choreographer Kenneth MacMillan, a compelling new canon of work by 

choreographers today including Resident Choreographer Wayne McGregor and Artistic Associate 

Christopher Wheeldon, and the bold and complementary programming in the Linbury Theatre.  Guest 

choreographers Cathy Marston, Crystal Pite, Twyla Tharp, Pam Tanowitz, Hofesh Shechter, Arthur Pita 

and Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui have also created work for the Company. 

About the Royal Opera House 

Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the Royal Opera 

House brings together the world’s most extraordinary artists in live, streamed and broadcast events and 

performances that thrill, move, excite and transport people to other worlds. Our theatres are in London’s 

Covent Garden but our work is accessed and experienced across the UK and globally through touring 

partnerships, cinema programmes, free outdoor screenings, radio, TV and live-streaming.    

Over the course of the pandemic, the Royal Opera House continued to bring together the world's most 

extraordinary artists, curating the #OurHouseToYourHouse programme made up of nine live-streamed 

concerts (six for opera, two for ballet and two galas) and 38 full-length streamed productions from our 

http://roh.org.uk/cinemas
http://roh.org.uk/cinemas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VWq-dZxMUE4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UliUMXwfoaY
https://royaloperahouse.wetransfer.com/downloads/bd3b5bfe1413610d3ab3236dcaa8d66c20211012124431/688b335f105b29cb28d510e9eb69fa9420211012124432/f3b3b0
mailto:ben.oliver@roh.org.uk
mailto:ashley.woodfield@roh.org.uk


   
 

   
 

archives. This programme of full-length content was viewed over 15 million times in 183 countries. In 

addition, the ROH presented a host of cultural highlights in partnership with the BBC, Sky Arts, Marquee 

TV and Netflix, and a programme of home learning opportunities. Social media content was viewed almost 

1 billion times over the course of the pandemic. 

We are thrilled to welcome people back to our Covent Garden home every day from 12pm, showcasing 

the very best of our art forms and bringing the joy of live performance back to our audiences. 

Royal Opera House Recovery Campaign 

 Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences are at the heart of what we do on our stages, 

backstage, online, in cinemas and in our communities. The global pandemic has affected all arts 

organisations across the world. We have lost £3 in every £5 of our income, and our loan from Government 

takes us only part of the way. We need your help with our Recovery Campaign to bring our artists back to 

our stages. roh.org.uk/donate 

 

https://www.roh.org.uk/donate-now

