
   
 

   
 

                                                         

  

Press Release   

Tuesday 21 June 2022 

ROH Engender Festival 2022 – full programme revealed 

Amira Kheir | Bongile G Lecoge-Zulu | Clare Loveday | Francesca Simon 

Ita O’Brien | Jessie Thompson | Katie Mitchell | Laura Bowler | Laura Lomas 

lisa luxx | Mary Ann Sieghart | Nazli Tabatabai-Khatambakhsh 

Nadifa Mohamed | Nancy Mounir | Otegha Uwagba 

 

The Royal Opera House today announces the 2022 programme for its annual Engender 

Festival. With 10 events, performances and workshops across the week, the festival brings 

together pioneering creatives and writers in both the opera world and the UK’s wider creative 

industries. It will run from Monday 4 July – Saturday 9 July 2022. 

Held both in person at the ROH and online, this year's festival is centered around The Blue 

Woman – a new opera from composer Laura Bowler, librettist Laura Lomas, and director 

Katie Mitchell, which will premiere in the Royal Opera House’s Linbury Theatre on 

Wednesday 6 July 2022.  

Sarah Crabtree and Kate Wyatt, Creative Producers for The Royal Opera and co-

founders of Engender explain: ‘This is a pivotal moment for Engender. The network is all 

about creating opportunities and spaces for women to make new work and tell different stories 

in different ways, from a range of perspectives’. 



   
 

   
 

In addition to events in the Linbury Theatre and Clore Studio, a programme of informal fringe 

events will be running throughout the festival, covering everything from the representation gap 

to the process of turning books into librettos. 

The festival will be bookended by two timely Insights. The first will be held in the ROH Clore 

Studio on Monday 4 July 2022. Chaired by theatre-maker and lecturer Lisa Peck, the event 

will see Laura Bowler, Laura Lomas, Katie Mitchell and soprano Gweneth Ann Rand discuss 

the making of The Blue Woman and will include a vital conversation about how opera deals 

with violence against women, and what our responsibility is to audiences today and in the 

future. 

The second Insight will be livestreamed on Friday 8 July. The Independent’s Arts Editor, 

Jessie Thompson will host an online conversation between esteemed journalist and author 

Mary Ann Sieghart, and best-selling author and culture journalist Otegha Uwagba. The event 

will look beyond opera to better understand the challenges and barriers that remain for women 

across the creative industries, building on conversations started by Engender about how best 

to transform gender representation in the sector. 

Sarah Crabtree and Kate Wyatt add: ‘The Engender festival creates space for artists and 

audiences to come together for conversation and discovery. Audiences can join one of our 

Insight events, attend a brunch with librettists, or come to our opera-in-progress sessions to 

see the embryonic beginnings of new work.’ 

The Engender opera-in-progress series offers audiences a glimpse of the opera making 

process, and the opportunity to hear directly from artists. Presented in partnership with 

Shubbak Festival and The Centre for Less Good Ideas, South Africa – and supported by 

The British Council – this year's offering comes as a result of 21 artists meeting online and 

fostering new, global relationships.  

In the first session, Bongile G Lecoge-Zulu, Clare Loveday and Amira Kheir will discuss 

Where does the air go? – a new work which unpacks the intricacies of breath, and the way 

it changes across a day in the life of one woman. In the second session, interdisciplinary artists 

Nazli Tabatabai-Khatambakhsh, lisa luxx and Nancy Mounir will discuss TU'Q – a piece 

that deals with gaps in time, geographical distance, languages, and borders framed by a game 

of chess. Past, present and future play a game. Within the squares they speak a language. 

Together they negotiate: “where do we go from here?” 

Public booking opens on Tuesday 21 June 2022. For more information, visit 

roh.org.uk/engender. 

 



   
 

   
 

ENDS 
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NOTES TO EDITORS  

PRESS CONTACT  

Chloe Westwood:  chloe.westwood@roh.org.uk | Opera Press Lead 

 

The Royal Opera 

ENGENDER FESTIVAL 

Monday 4 July – Saturday 9 July 2022 

 

Tickets: £5 - £25  
Public booking opens on Tuesday 21 June 2022 
For more information, and to book, visit: roh.org.uk/engender 
 

PROGRAMME 
 

INSIGHTS | THE BLUE WOMAN 
The Clore Studio 
Monday 4 July 2022, 6:45 pm 

The Blue Woman is a new opera that explores the psychological aftermath of sexual violence 

on women.  

Facilitated by Lisa Peck, this Insight brings together composer Laura Bowler, librettist Laura 

Lomas, director Katie Mitchell and singer Gweneth Ann Rand, to discuss the making of this 

work and open an important conversation about how opera deals with violence against 

women, and what our responsibility is to audiences today and in the future. 

 
WORKSHOP | WORKING WITH INTIMACY COORDINATION - LED BY ITA O’BRIAN 
The Clore Studio 
Tuesday 5 July 2022, 10 am – 1 pm 
Engender Network only (join the network) 

How do we work with best practice when creating intimate scenes in opera and ballet? 

Following her recent work at ROH on Katie Mitchell’s Theodora and Christopher Wheeldon’s 

Like Water for Chocolate, intimacy coordinator and founder of Intimacy on Set, Ita O’Brien 

leads a workshop exclusively for Engender Network members.  

This bespoke workshop explores how best practice can be implemented across opera and 

ballet and highlights specific considerations for stage as opposed to film and TV. It is suitable 

for anyone interested in learning more about how to create a safe and clear environment from 

pre-production through to auditions, performances and beyond. 

mailto:chloe.westwood@roh.org.uk
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=iZe2pGg4AkODQF0F4OOYhMbl3fRmu5tElxP2ngSLVFZUOVhOVjBJSk9ZUkJVQ0tOVlkzQU5ZMjdIMi4u


   
 

   
 

 
OPERA-IN-PROGRESS | WHERE DOES THE AIR GO? 
Zoom event 
Tuesday 5 July 2022, 5 pm  

Bongile G Lecoge-Zulu, Clare Loveday and Amira Kheir unpack the intricacies of breath and 

the ways in which it changes across a day in the life of one woman. They explore the conscious 

and unconscious factors that influence a woman’s breath and ask: what are the physical, 

social, political, historical, individual, and collective factors that impact a woman’s state of 

being? How do these manifest? Can reclaiming the breath become an act of resistance? 

The Engender opera-in-progress series offers audiences a glimpse into the opera making 

process, a chance to hear directly from artists, and an opportunity to understand how ideas 

evolve. It is presented in partnership with Shubbak Festival and The Centre for Less Good 

Ideas, South Africa, and supported by The British Council. 

 

PREMIERE | THE BLUE WOMAN  
Linbury Theatre 
Tuesday 5 July 2022, and then on stage until Saturday 11 July 2022 
Co-production with Britten Pears Arts 

Award-winning director Katie Mitchell tackles the psychological impact of violence against 
women in this new opera by Laura Bowler and Laura Lomas. 

 

OPERA-IN-PROGRESS | TU'Q 
Zoom event 
Thursday 7 July 2022, 5 pm  

Past, Present and Future play a game of chess. Within the squares they speak a language. 

Together they negotiate: where do we go from here? 

Chess is a game of cosmic proportions, representing universal energies that every language 

on earth has tried to capture: yin and yang; light and dark; day and night. Chess is about 

intentionally moving through balance and imbalance. It is about war, negotiation and 

connections. What we are not allowed to say, or what we find impossible to explain in words, 

we say through chess. 

Nazli Tabatabai-Khatambakhsh, lisa luxx and Nancy Mounir are three interdisciplinary artists 

arranging new narratives concerned with myth, freedoms and the untranslatable. They seek 

to evoke the intimacy of gaps – in time, geographical distances, languages, borders, or 

between pieces on a chess board. Opera-in-progress is offered in partnership with Shubbak 

Festival and supported by The British Council.  

 

SING AT THE ROH 
Linbury Foyer 
Friday 8 July 2022, 2:15 pm 

All ages and abilities are welcome to join in and sing in an opera chorus. 

 

INSIGHTS | INVESTIGATING THE GENDER AUTHORITY GAP 
YouTube (available for 30 days) 
Friday 8 July 2022, 5:30 pm 



   
 

   
 

The Independent’s Arts Editor, Jessie Thompson hosts a conversation between esteemed 

writer Mary Ann Sieghart and best-selling author and journalist Otegha Uwagba. 

Engender is working to transform gender representation in opera. This Insight looks beyond 

the sector to better understand the challenges and barriers that remain for women across 

the creative industries. Taking Mary-Ann Sieghart’s book The Representation Gap as a 

starting point, it explores why women are still taken less seriously than men, and what we 

can do about it. 

 

INSIDE THE MIND OF THE LIBRETTIST: BRUNCH WITH NADIFA MOHAMED AND 

FRANCESCA SIMON  
Piazza Restaurant, ROH 
Saturday 9 July 2022, 11:30 am 

Join us for a two-course brunch in the beautiful setting of our Piazza restaurant, and an 

informal conversation with three brilliant literary women.  

Writer and editor Holly Dawson hosts a conversation that includes readings from ‘literary star 

of her generation’ Nadifa Mohamed and bestselling children’s author Francesca Simon, 

whose novel The Monstrous Child was adapted into an opera that premiered at ROH in 

2019. Nadifa is the first British-Somali woman to be shortlisted for the Booker Prize. She is 

currently developing her novel, The Fortunes Men, into an opera.  

Tickets cost £15 and include two courses and conversation, BOOK HERE. 

 

*** 

About Engender 

Engender is The Royal Opera’s initiative to change the gender imbalance in opera and music 
theatre and drive towards gender parity in all areas of the opera field. Engender aims to 
highlight and grow the wealth of women and non-binary talent both onstage and behind the 
scenes. Engender is a place for women and non-binary people to connect and support each 
other, to amplify the work of women and non-binary people in opera and to have a collective 
voice. Engender provides space and opportunity for personal and professional development, 
peer support and the creation of new work. Across the year Engender hosts conversations 
focused on gender in opera and exploring the challenges to achieving equality. We want to 
increase the gender diversity in the creative teams behind the work on our stages and increase 
the number of opportunities for women and non-binary people both as artists and backstage, 
in production, administration and planning, and across all areas of business. With support from 
the British Council, Engender is currently developing partnerships in South Africa and Egypt. 

About The Royal Opera 

The Royal Opera, under the artistic direction of Antonio Pappano, Music Director, and Oliver 
Mears, Director of Opera, is one of the world’s leading opera companies. Based in the iconic 
Covent Garden theatre, it is renowned both for its outstanding performances of traditional 
opera and for commissioning new works by today’s leading opera composers, such as George 
Benjamin, Harrison Birtwistle, Mark-Anthony Turnage and Thomas Adès. 

About the Royal Opera House 

Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, 
the Royal Opera House brings together world-class performers and trailblazing creative teams 
to share unforgettable performances with audiences near and far. Our theatres are in London’s 



   
 

   
 

Covent Garden, but our work is accessed and experienced across the UK and globally through 
our streams, tours, cinema programme, radio broadcasts and TV output.    

Over the course of the pandemic, we curated the #OurHouseToYourHouse programme – nine 
live-streamed concerts and 38 full-length streamed productions from our archives. Content 
was viewed over 15 million times in 183 countries, and broadcast in partnership with the BBC, 
Sky Arts, Marquee TV and Netflix. During the pandemic we lost £3 in every £5 of our income 
and we continue to feel the financial impact as we slowly recover. 

In September, we returned for our first full Season since 2019, sharing a packed programme 
of world premieres, landmark new productions and returning favourites. Since then, we have 
expanded our audience through a flagship Young ROH scheme, returned to live cinema 
relays, and extended our national impact through an ambitious curriculum-linked programme 
for schools, specially designed to ignite creativity, broaden participation and diversify the future 
of opera and ballet. We are committed to reducing our impact on the environment and aim to 
achieve net zero emissions by 2035. 

Royal Opera House Recovery Campaign 

Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences are at the heart of what we do 
on our stages, backstage, online, in cinemas and in our communities. The global pandemic 
has affected all arts organisations across the world. We have lost £3 in every £5 of our income, 
and our loan from the Government takes us only part of the way. We need your help with our 
Recovery Campaign to bring our artists back to our stages. Roh.org.uk/donate. 


