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From stage to screen: 

 

ROH makes a triumphant return to cinema after sixteen months of closure 

  

Today the Royal Opera House is delighted to announce the return of its international cinema programme 

after sixteen months of closure, bringing the best of ballet and opera to more than 2,000 screens across 

the globe.  

The upcoming season, created in collaboration with global cinema distributor, Trafalgar Releasing, will 

launch on Tuesday 7th September 2021, featuring new productions and timeless classics from The Royal 

Ballet and The Royal Opera.  

The last year has been devasting for both international cinema and the global arts industry. Overnight, 

the Royal Opera House lost £3 out of every £5 of income and, in order to survive the impact of the 

pandemic, put in place an emergency plan to ensure financial recovery. The ROH cinema programme 

launched in 2008 and, in that time, has brought world-class opera and ballet to audiences around the 

world. 

With restrictions easing across the globe, the Royal Opera House has now re-opened its beautiful theatre 

in the heart of Covent Garden, and is proud to launch with a brand-new 2021/2022 season — the first full 

ROH programme for two years. The screenings will be broadcast to audiences up and down the UK, and 

in more than 35 countries around the globe.  

Beginning with The Nutcracker, the programme offers audiences the best seat in the house – with 

performances complete with exclusive behind-the-scenes footage, interviews and rehearsal insights, 



showcasing an exciting roster of UK and international talent performing across the ROH’s two London 

stages.  

It will form an integral part of our plan to secure our future, expand audiences across the country and 

help facilitate the vital recovery of cinema domestically and internationally.  

Edgar Kamga-Sande, Head of Cinema and Distribution at the Royal Opera House, said: 

“Building on well over 10 years of successful broadcasts, this season has been specially designed to re-

ignite interest in our art forms, bringing first-class performances to those wanting to experience the finest 

ballet and opera in the world, on their doorstep. After a challenging 16-month hiatus, we are thrilled to 

be back at your local cinema.” 

Details for the upcoming season, including dates and booking details, will be announced on Tuesday 7th 

September.  
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About The Royal Ballet  

Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and innovation in world-class 

performances and is a driving force in the development of ballet as an art form. Based at the Royal 

Opera House, Covent Garden, it brings together today’s most dynamic and versatile dancers with a 

world-class orchestra and leading choreographers, composers, conductors, directors and creative teams 

to share awe-inspiring theatrical experiences with diverse audiences worldwide. The Company’s 
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extensive repertory embraces 19th-century classics, the singular legacy of works by Founder 

Choreographer Frederick Ashton and Principal Choreographer Kenneth MacMillan, the compelling new 

canon of work by choreographers today including Resident Choreographer Wayne McGregor and Artistic 

Associate Christopher Wheeldon, and the bold and complementary programming in the Linbury 

Theatre.  

About The Royal Opera  

The Royal Opera, under the artistic direction of Antonio Pappano, Music Director, and Oliver Mears, 

Director of Opera, is one of the world’s leading opera companies. Based in the iconic Covent Garden 

theatre, it is renowned both for its outstanding performances of traditional opera and for 

commissioning new works by today’s leading opera composers, such as George Benjamin, Harrison 

Birtwistle, Mark- Anthony Turnage and Thomas Adès.  

About the Royal Opera House 

Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the Royal Opera 

House brings together the world’s most extraordinary artists in live, streamed and broadcast events and 

performances that thrill, move and excite; that transport people to other worlds. Our theatres are in 

London’s Covent Garden but our work is accessed and experienced across the UK and globally through 

touring partnerships, cinema programmes, free outdoor screenings, radio, TV and live-streaming.    

Since closing our doors due to the global pandemic in March 2020, the Royal Opera House continued to 

bring together the world's most extraordinary artists and curated the #OurHouseToYourHouse 

programme, made up of nine live concerts (six for opera, two for ballet and two galas), 38 streamed 

productions and a suite of online content that has been viewed over 15 million times in 183 countries, 

together with a suite of cultural highlights in partnership with the BBC, Sky Arts and Netflix and a host of 

online home learning opportunities wherever you are in the country.  

We are hugely excited to welcome people back to our theatres as soon as possible, showcasing the very 

best of our art forms and bringing the joy of live performance back to our audiences. We would like to 

thank everyone who continues to support our creative community as we get closer to re-opening our 

doors once again. 

Royal Opera House Recovery Campaign 

 Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences are at the heart of what we do on our 

stages, backstage, online, in cinemas and in our communities. The global pandemic has affected all arts 

organisations across the world. We have lost £3 in every £5 of our income, and our loan from 

Government takes us only part of the way. We need your help with our Recovery Campaign to bring our 

artists back to our stages. roh.org.uk/donate 

 


