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Meet The Young Artists Week 2021 

Join us as we celebrate 20 years of the Jette Parker Young Artists Programme  

 

• Jette Parker Young Artists and celebrated alumni unite for a specially curated week of 

concerts and events to mark the 20th Anniversary of the programme 

• For more information, visit our website 

 

Join us this autumn as we celebrate 20 years of the Jette Parker Young Artists Programme (JPYA) with 

Meet the Young Artists Week 2021: a week-long festival filled with activities and performances that 

showcase the extraordinary talents of Young Artists past and present. 

The week begins with a duo of Jukebox concerts on Tuesday 5 and Friday 8 October. The concerts offer 

a unique opportunity for audience members, as the fate of the repertoire lies completely in their hands. 

Jukebox 1 (Tuesday 5 October) will see artists performing snippets from three contrasting pieces, with 

audiences voting for their favourites. Audiences will hear a wide range of musical moments, from 

whimsical folk songs to heart-breaking arias. A few days later, the curated concert (Friday 8 October) will 

be performed live in the Linbury Theatre. Featuring performances by sopranos April Koyejo-Audiger and 

Alexandra Lowe, mezzo-sopranos Stephanie Wake-Edwards and Kseniia Nikolaieva, tenors Thando 

Mjandana, Alan Pingarrón and Egor Zhuravskii, and bass Blaise Malaba.  Audiences can expect soaring 

melodies and plenty of twists and turns in this unmissable mini-series of concerts.  

https://www.roh.org.uk/about/jette-parker-young-artists-programme/events/meet-the-young-artists-week
https://www.roh.org.uk/about/jette-parker-young-artists-programme/events/meet-the-young-artists-week


Bring culture to your lunch hour on Wednesday 6 October by joining four of the singers for a recital 

celebrating female composers. JPYA Artistic Director, David Gowland, accompanies sopranos Alexandra 

Lowe and April Koyejo-Audiger, Mezzo-Soprano Stephanie Wake-Edwards and Tenor Alan Pingarrón 

for an exciting and varied Lunchtime Concert. With tickets starting at £5, audiences are invited to enjoy 

the lyrical writing of Isabella Colbran, Nkeiru Okoye, Judith Weir, Nadia Boulanger and Clara Schumann 

among others.  

On Wednesday 6 October, audiences will have the opportunity to explore Wagner’s Ring cycle from a 

unique musical perspective. In this thought-provoking evening of music and conversation, JPYA 

répétiteurs Michael Sikich and Michael Papadopoulos are joined in conversation with celebrated British 

bass Brindley Sherratt, Susanna Stranders from the ROH music staff, and JPYA alumni Darren Jeffery. 

This evening introduces a new perspective on Wagner’s collection of works and includes a performance 

from soprano Anita Watson.  

The week draws to a close with a musical tour of poetry and song as the JPYAs showcase the well-loved 

song cycles of Benjamin Britten in three languages. On Thursday 7 October, Britten Goes International 

will transport audiences from the Linbury Theatre to exciting musical destinations. Featuring the voices 

of Alexandra Lowe, Kseniia Nikolaieva, Egor Zhuravskii and Blaise Malaba, this journey will be 

accompanied by Michael Papadopoulos, Michael Sikich and David Gowland. 

Meet the Young Artists Week culminates in a celebratory concert on Saturday 9 October, with former 

JPYA’s returning for an intimate evening of arias, duets and ensembles. This Alumni Concert marks two 

decades of young performers partaking in international and inspirational music-making at the Royal 

Opera House. Audiences in the Linbury Theatre will hear performances from sopranos Anna Devin and 

Susanna Gaspar, mezzo-soprano Hongni Wu, tenor Luis Gomes and baritone Michel de Souza, in 

addition to alumni accompanists Patrick Milne and Susanna Stranders performing works by Mozart, 

Verdi, Massenet, Donizetti, Bizet and Handel. The evening will feature matters of the heart, mysteries 

of the night and mischievous spiders – and audiences will be able to enjoy all the adventure that opera 

has to offer.  

The Jette Parker Young Artists Programme is generously supported by Oak Foundation.  

 

ENDS 

*** 



 

Notes to Editors: 

• Please find imagery of the Jette Parker Young Artists here. 

• Further information about the week can be found at: Meet the Young Artists Week (roh.org.uk) 

• Further information about the Jette Parker Young Artists Programme can be found at: Jette 

Parker Young Artists Programme (roh.org.uk) 

• If you are interested in reviewing any of these events, please contact Grace Filmer. 

 

PRESS CONTACT  

For further information, please contact: 

Chloe Westwood:  chloe.westwood@roh.org.uk | Opera Press Lead    

Grace Filmer: grace.filmer@roh.org.uk | Press Assistant 

 

Follow the Royal Opera House on social media: Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | Instagram | TikTok 

 

*** 

About The Royal Opera 
 
The Royal Opera, under the artistic direction of Antonio Pappano, Music Director, and Oliver Mears, 
Director of Opera, is one of the world’s leading opera companies. Based in the iconic Covent Garden 
theatre, it is renowned both for its outstanding performances of traditional opera and for 
commissioning new works by today’s leading opera composers. 
 
About the Jette Parker Young Artists Programme 
 
For 20 years the Jette Parker Young Artists Programme has been a sought-after apprenticeship for 

curious artists of exceptional talent looking to intensify their professional development and take their 

first steps on the international stage. The Programme provides a bridge to a career with the world’s 

leading opera companies for up to a dozen salaried singers, conductors, directors and répétiteurs. In 

their two-year employment they work alongside leading international artists and experts in musical style 

and interpretation to prepare repertory for staged performance, concerts and recitals. Singers may also 

cover roles, getting ready to step into another artist’s shoes at short notice.  All the while they receive 

coaching and mentoring to further their technical abilities and help evolve their artistic identity. The  
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Jette Parker Young Artists Programme is made possible thanks to the exceptional generosity of Oak 

Foundation, who have supported the Programme since 2005. In 2017 they extended their support and 

enabled new initiatives to diversify the range of artists supported by the Programme, including the 

development of women’s conducting courses and the Link Artist Programme, which extended coaching 

opportunities to individuals with exceptional potential from backgrounds underrepresented in the ROH 

talent pool. 

 
About the Royal Opera House 

Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the Royal 
Opera House brings together the world’s most extraordinary artists in live, streamed and broadcast 
events and performances that thrill, move and excite; that transport people to other worlds. Our 
theatres are in London’s Covent Garden, but our work is accessed and experienced across the UK and 
globally through touring partnerships, cinema programmes, free outdoor screenings, radio, TV and live-

streaming.    

Over the course of the pandemic, the Royal Opera House continued to bring together the world's most 
extraordinary artists and curated the #OurHouseToYourHouse programme, made up of nine 
livestreamed concerts (six for opera, two for ballet and two galas) and 38 full-length streamed 
productions from our archives. This programme of full-length content was viewed over 15 million times 

in 183 countries. In addition, the ROH presented a host of cultural highlights in partnership with the BBC, 
Sky Arts, Marquee TV and Netflix, and a programme of home learning opportunities. In total, Royal 
Opera House social media content was viewed almost 1 billion times over the course of the pandemic. 

We are thrilled to welcome people back to our Covent Garden home, showcasing the very best of our 
art forms and bringing the joy of live performance back to our audiences.  

Royal Opera House Recovery Campaign 
 
Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences are at the heart of what we do on our 
stages, backstage, online, in cinemas and in our communities. This year's global pandemic has affected 
all arts organisations across the world. We have lost £3 in every £5 of our income, and any Government 

loan will take us only part of the way. We need your help with our Recovery Fund to bring artists back to 
our stages. roh.org.uk/donate 

 

 

https://www.roh.org.uk/donate-now

