
   
 

   
 

                                                                         

 

Press Release  

22 September 2021 

 Alessandra Ferri celebrates 40 years of association with  
The Royal Ballet and  

returns to The Linbury with L’Heure Exquise 

 
15 – 23 October 2021 

Linbury Theatre 

Celebrating 40 years of association with The Royal Ballet, world renowned ballerina Alessandra Ferri 

returns to the Linbury Theatre this October for L’Heure Exquise: Maurice Béjart's interpretation of 

Samuel Beckett's play Oh les beaux jours (Happy Days).  

Created for Carla Fracci and Micha Van Hoecke in 1998, and set to music by Anton Webern, Gustav 

Mahler, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and Franz Lehar, the production opens with Ferri embedded waist 

deep in over 2000 pointe shoes and features a series of stunning variations capturing her life in fragments.  

Ferri trained at The Royal Ballet School, entering the Company in 1980, performing as a Soloist from 1983 

and as a Principal from 1984. In 1985, she joined American Ballet Theatre on the invitation of Mikhail 

Baryshnikov, and from 1990 appeared as a guest artist with leading companies around the world. Since 

announcing her retirement in 2007, she has made a number of appearances in Royal Ballet productions: 

in Wayne McGregor’s Woolf Works, for which she was awarded both the Critics’ Circle National Dance 

Award for Best Female Dancer and a second Olivier Award for Outstanding Achievement in Dance; and as 

Marguerite in Frederick Ashton’s Marguerite and Armand. In L’Heure exquise, she will be partnered by 

Carsten Jung. 



   
 

   
 

On Monday 18 October, as part of the Royal Opera House’s Insights programme, Ferri will be in 

conversation, celebrating four decades with The Royal Ballet. Tickets are available on the Royal Opera 

House website.  

ENDS 
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Notes to Editors 

Images can be downloaded HERE 

 

 

L’HEURE EXQUISE 

Inspired by Samuel Beckett’s Happy Days  

15–23 October 2021  

Linbury Theatre, the Royal Opera House 

15, 16 OCTOBER, 7:45 pm 

17 OCTOBER, 3 pm 

19, 20, 21, 22, 23 OCTOBER, 7:45 pm 

Tickets £7 - £45 

Booking – www.roh.org.uk 

The performance lasts approximately 1hr 5 minutes with no interval 

For more information, visit: L'Heure exquise (roh.org.uk) 

Special thanks to LADY ANGELA BERNSTEIN CBE 

 

Creative Team  

Choreography - MAURICE BÉJART  
Music - ANTON WEBERN/GUSTAV MAHLER/WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART/FRANZ LEHAR  
 
ALESSANDRA FERRI and CARSTEN JUNG  
 

Original set designs - ROGER BERNARD  

Costume designer - LUISA SPINATELLI  

Staging - MAINA GIELGUD/ MICHA VAN HOECKE 

 

https://www.roh.org.uk/tickets-and-events/insights-alessandra-ferri-details
https://www.roh.org.uk/tickets-and-events/insights-alessandra-ferri-details
https://we.tl/t-LiPBZvv4EP
http://www.roh.org.uk/
https://www.roh.org.uk/tickets-and-events/lheure-exquise-details


   
 

   
 

Co-production with AF DANCE, RAVENNA FESTIVAL and THE ROYAL BALLET  

Performed by courtesy of FOUNDATION MAURICE BÉJART  

 

 

*** 

 

INSIGHTS: ALESSANDRA FERRI – 40 YEARS WITH THE ROYAL BALLET 
18 OCTOBER, 7:45 pm 
Linbury Theatre  
Tickets £16 

For more information, visit: Insights: Alessandra Ferri – 40 years with The Royal Ballet (roh.org.uk) 
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PRESS CONTACT 

Ashley Woodfield: ashley.woodfield@roh.org.uk | Head of Ballet Press  
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About The Royal Ballet  

Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and innovation in world-class 

performances and is a driving force in the development of ballet as an art form. Based at the Royal Opera 

House, Covent Garden, it brings together today’s most dynamic and versatile dancers with a world-class 

orchestra and leading choreographers, composers, conductors, directors and creative teams to share 

awe-inspiring theatrical experiences with diverse audiences worldwide. The Company’s extensive 

repertory embraces 19th-century classics, the singular legacy of works by Founder Choreographer 

Frederick Ashton and Principal Choreographer Kenneth MacMillan, a compelling new canon of work by 

choreographers today including Resident Choreographer Wayne McGregor and Artistic Associate 

Christopher Wheeldon, and the bold and complementary programming in the Linbury Theatre.  Guest 

choreographers Cathy Marston, Crystal Pite, Twyla Tharp, Pam Tanowitz, Hofesh Schecter and Sidi Larbi 

Cherkaoui have also created work for the Company. 

About the Royal Opera House   

Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the Royal Opera 

House brings together the world’s most extraordinary artists in live, streamed and broadcast events and 

performances that thrill, move and excite; that transport people to other worlds. Our theatres are in 

London’s Covent Garden, but our work is accessed and experienced across the UK and globally through 

touring partnerships, cinema programmes, free outdoor screenings, radio, TV and live-streaming.    

https://www.roh.org.uk/tickets-and-events/insights-alessandra-ferri-details
mailto:ashley.woodfield@roh.org.uk


   
 

   
 

Over the course of the pandemic, the Royal Opera House continued to bring together the world's most 

extraordinary artists and curated the #OurHouseToYourHouse programme, made up of nine livestreamed 

concerts (six for opera, two for ballet and two galas) and 38 full-length streamed productions from our 

archives. This programme of full-length content was viewed over 15 million times in 183 countries. In 

addition, the ROH presented a host of cultural highlights in partnership with the BBC, Sky Arts, Marquee 

TV and Netflix, and a programme of home learning opportunities. In total, Royal Opera House social media 

content was viewed almost 1 billion times over the course of the pandemic. 

We are thrilled to welcome people back to our Covent Garden home, showcasing the very best of our art 

forms and bringing the joy of live performance back to our audiences. 

 

Royal Opera House Recovery Campaign 

 Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences are at the heart of what we do on our stages, 

backstage, online, in cinemas and in our communities. The global pandemic has affected all arts 

organisations across the world. We have lost £3 in every £5 of our income, and our loan from Government 

takes us only part of the way. We need your help with our Recovery Campaign to bring our artists back to 

our stages. roh.org.uk/donate 

 

 


