
   
 

   
 

                                                                                                                 

Tuesday 15 February 2022 

 

Celebrate IWD 2022 with Lost and Found – a collection of micro-

operas performed live at St. Pancras International Station 

• Seven mini operas inspired by tales of travelling and train connections 

• All created by female composer and librettist teams 

• Live, first-class performances by 11 singers throughout the day at St. Pancras International 
Station 

 

To celebrate International Women’s Day 2022, the Royal Opera present Lost and Found: a series of 

brand-new, train-themed, micro-operas created by women composer and librettist teams. On Tuesday 8 

March 2022, between 11am and 6pm, St. Pancras International will become a stage for the day, giving 

commuters the chance to enjoy stories and songs based on submissions from the public. 

That day, commuters will experience seven newly commissioned micro-operas – short opera scenes, built 

on anecdotes submitted to the Royal Opera House by members of the public, exploring themes of time, 

motion, meetings and farewells. The composer and librettist duos were selected following an open call 

from the Royal Opera House’s Jette Parker Young Artists Programme (JPYA). 

At the Eurostar terminal, passengers will be serenaded by two works that explore and reflect on shared 

experiences, and moments of magic found in the mundanity of everyday commuting. Georgia Barnes and 

Olivia Bell’s Everything you carry, and Rose Hall and Katie Colombus’ It’s The Little Things, will provide 

musical postcards of thought and emotion for those waiting at the arrival gate.  

Travelers at the National Rail Service departure boards will hear Laura Reid and Oge Nwosu’s poetic song 

Detritus – told through the eyes of a cleaner, who unites people with their lost items.  

St. Pancras International’s iconic statue ‘The Meeting Place’ will be the backdrop for four works centered 

around time and travel. Sarah Lianne Lewis and Sophia Chapadjiev’s The Parting Place tells the tale of an 



   
 

   
 

elusive voyeur, whilst the fast-paced I just wanna be (in Center Parcs) by Joanna Taylor and Kerry Priest 

explores journeys beyond the everyday. Hidden disabilities are highlighted in Anna Braithwaite and Kerry 

Priest’s The Hardest Journey, whilst comic opera Mini Break by Victoria Bernath and Teresa Howard 

spotlights the panic of lost passports and the inevitable bickering that follows. 

Lost and Found music directors Yshani Perinpanayagam and Ellie Slorach are alumni of JPYA Women 

Conductors courses, and director Diane Page and associate director Joseph Hancock participated in a 

JPYAP training programme before and during lockdown for theatre directors looking to transfer to opera.  

Some of the writing teams have been mentored by award-winning composer Laura Bowler, whose new 

work The Blue Woman will premiere in the Royal Opera House’s Linbury Theatre this summer, directed 

by critically acclaimed theatre and opera director Katie Mitchell. 

Singers include the Royal Opera House’s Jette Parker Young Artists April Koyejo-Audiger, Thando 

Mjandana, Chuma Sijeqa, Blaise Malaba and Egor Zhuravskii, here joined by Siân Dicker, Milly Forrest, 

Njabulo Madlala, Sam Marston, Zahid Siddiqui and Jamie Woollard. Accompanying them are players 

from Belgium chamber ensemble Casco Phil, whose Artistic Director Benjamin Haemhouts devised the 

project itself.  

Lost and Found is part of the Europalia Arts Festival, reaching European railway stations including 

Antwerp Central Station, Brussels Central Station, and, in May 2022, Rotterdam Central Station. The 

performances in St. Pancras International are presented in collaboration with site-performance specialists 

Curated Place, offering London’s commuters and long-haul travelers the chance to pause, reflect and 

enjoy a moment of art and connection in an unlikely place. 

Angelique MacDonald, Producer for the Jetter Parker Young Artists as ROH, said: ‘It has been a privilege 

to read the personal stories that were shared with us for this project, and watch them inspire seven new 

works in different styles and approaches. Opera is an innately human artform and it’s hugely exciting to 

be able to perform such relatable work with Casco Phil at St. Pancras International.’ 

Wendy Spinks, Commercial Director at HS1, said: ‘We are so excited for St. Pancras International to be 

the backdrop for the latest Lost and Found performances, straight off the Eurostar. There will no doubt 

be many interesting and entertaining stories from travellers who pass through train stations, and we can’t 

wait to see them brought to life through the magic and beauty of opera. 



   
 

   
 

The collection of performances adds to our host of arts and cultural experiences on offer at the station 

throughout the year and we’re thrilled to be working with The Royal Opera House to delight visitors during 

their journeys to and from the station on International Women’s Day.” 

 

ENDS 

*** 

Notes to Editors: 

• For more information and filming or interview requests contact XX 

• Please find imagery here. 

• Lost and Found is a collaboration between: Jette Parker Young Artists Programme (Royal Opera), 

St. Pancras International, Europalia Arts Festival, Casco Phil together with delivery partner 

Curated Place, and Muziektheater Transparant 

Lost and Found presents the world premieres of: 

I just wanna be (In Center Parcs) by Joanne Taylor and Kerry Priest 

Everything you carry by Georgia Barnes and Olivia Bell 

It’s the Little Things by Rose Hall and Katie Colombus 

Detritus by Laura Reid and Oge Nwosu 

Mini Break by Victoria Bernath and Teresa Howard 

The Parting Place by Sarah Lianne Lewis and Sophia Chapadjiev 

The Hardest Journey by Anna Braithwaite and Kerry Priest 

 
PRESS CONTACT  

For further information, please contact: 

Chloe Westwood:  chloe.westwood@roh.org.uk | Opera Press Lead    

Grace Filmer: grace.filmer@roh.org.uk | Press Assistant 

 

Follow the Royal Opera House on social media: Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | Instagram | TikTok 
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About The Royal Opera 
 
The Royal Opera, under the artistic direction of Antonio Pappano, Music Director, and Oliver Mears, 
Director of Opera, is one of the world’s leading opera companies. Based in the iconic Covent Garden 
theatre, it is renowned both for its outstanding performances of traditional opera and for commissioning 
new works by today’s leading opera composers. 
 
About the Jette Parker Young Artists Programme 
 
For 20 years the Jette Parker Young Artists Programme has been a sought-after apprenticeship for curious 

artists of exceptional talent looking to intensify their professional development and take their first steps 

on the international stage. The Programme provides a bridge to a career with the world’s leading opera 

companies for up to a dozen salaried singers, conductors, directors and répétiteurs. In their two-year 

employment they work alongside leading international artists and experts in musical style and 

interpretation to prepare repertory for staged performances, concerts and recitals. Singers may also cover 

roles, getting ready to step into another artist’s shoes at short notice.  All the while they receive coaching 

and mentoring to further their technical abilities and help evolve their artistic identity. The  

Jette Parker Young Artists Programme is made possible thanks to the exceptional generosity of Oak 

Foundation, who have supported the Programme since 2005. In 2017 they extended their support and 

enabled new initiatives to diversify the range of artists supported by the Programme, including the 

development of women’s conducting courses and the Link Artist Programme, which extended coaching 

opportunities to individuals with exceptional potential from backgrounds underrepresented in the ROH 

talent pool. 

About St. Pancras International Station 

St. Pancras International station is a unique Grade I listed building owned by HS1 Ltd, offering a wealth of 

stylish and premium shops, bars and restaurants all under one iconic roof. The venue is a destination in 

its own right as well as a world-class station, known for its calendar of new and exciting arts and music 

experiences - there’s always something new to discover. 

Visitors can appreciate the Terrace Wires public art installation by Tracey Emin on the station’s Grand 

Terrace Upper Concourse. Depicting the words, ‘I Want My Time With You’ in Emin’s signature 

handwriting, the 20m long light installation is the largest text piece ever made by the artist. Visitors can 

also experience St Pancras International’s free-to-play jukebox and station pianos, played by world famous 

stars including Elton John and John Legend, as well as the public day to day. 

About HS1 Ltd 

HS1 Ltd has the 30-year concession to own and operate High Speed 1, the UK’s first section of high speed 

rail, as well as the stations along the route: St Pancras International, Stratford International, Ebbsfleet 

International and Ashford International. 



   
 

   
 

About Casco Phil 

Over the past ten years, ‘Casco Phil – The Chamber Orchestra of Belgium’ has built up a strong reputation. 

In 2008, the Orchestra got off to a flying start at deSingel in Antwerp. Concerts then followed in places all 

over Belgium and the Netherlands. Under the Director of Music, Benjamin Haemhouts, our workshop is 

made up of a stable pool of about 39 musicians, which is expanded or reduced depending on the project. 

Casco Phil wishes to reinterpret the concept of ‘orchestra’. We’re strengthening our basic premise, our 

‘House of Music’ with concert series, projects for children and young talent, and projects with a social 

commitment. At the same time, our aim is to evolve into a music workshop where experiment in the 

broadest sense of the word, across all the art forms, is combined with the traditional practice so we can 

become a hotbed for emerging talent. The ‘orchestra’ as an institution can no longer be an obstacle to 

creativity: at the heart of our activities is the artistic idea. The form itself can evolve and be enhanced. By 

breaking open the traditional orchestral structure we force ourselves to seek out new creative boundaries. 

In its concert programmes, one can find adventurous, atypical combinations. 

About Europalia Arts Festival 

Every two years, EUROPALIA compiles a diverse artistic programme focusing on a country or a theme. For 

several months, in Belgium and its neighbouring countries, EUROPALIA, in collaboration with a wide 

network of cultural partners, presents a biennial arts festival with a myriad of artistic and socio-cultural 

projects that bring together visual arts, performing arts, film, music, literature and debate so as to 

stimulate an exchange of ideas. Newly commissioned projects and artistic residencies hold a central place 

in the programme that engenders a unique interaction between heritage and art.  

About Trains and Tracks 

Step on board for EUROPALIA TRAINS & TRACKS, from 14 October 2021 to 15 May 2022! This year, 

EUROPALIA dedicates an edition to the train, an invention that shaped society and appears to be playing 

a leading role again today. EUROPALIA TRAINS & TRACKS presents more than 70 different projects — 

mostly new creations and residencies — spread across artistic institutions but also, and especially, to be 

discovered in stations and on trains, in Belgium and in neighbouring countries.  


