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Acclaimed director Katie Mitchell’s gripping new production of Handel’s Theodora opens at the 

Royal Opera House on Monday 31 January 2022.  

Not heard in Covent Garden since its 1750 premiere, and sung in the original English libretto by 

Thomas Morell, Theodora is a tour de force for soloists and chorus alike, with ensembles, duets 

and arias of profound depth and beauty. This new interpretation, conducted by Baroque specialist 

Harry Bicket, will re-frame the oratorio’s narrative, and is the first Royal Opera production to 

benefit from the expertise of an Intimacy Coordinator, Ita O’Brien, who joins the female-led 

creative team, taking on a vital role in the production process. 

O’Brien and Movement Director Sarita Piotrowski have been working with the cast, creative 

team, and technical crew to establish boundaries, ensure safe working practices, and honour 

Mitchell’s vision. Alongside Fight Directors Rachel Bown-Williams and Ruth Cooper-Brown of 

Rc-Annie Ltd, they have ensured that violent and intimate moments of the production are 

approached sensitively and delivered safely, guaranteeing that artists can perform comfortably to 

the best of their ability. Going forward, The Royal Opera are committed to making intimacy 

direction a key and integrated part of the Company’s rehearsal process for future new 

productions. 

https://we.tl/t-ykVXvSedwh
https://we.tl/t-ykVXvSedwh
https://we.tl/t-ykVXvSedwh


O’Brien is well known for her wide-ranging work in film, theatre and television, including It’s a Sin 

(2021), Normal People (2020), I May Destroy You (2020) and The Last Duel (2021). She 

recently made waves in the world of live performance, consulting on the Almeida Theatre’s 

acclaimed production Spring Awakening and the National Theatre’s production of Manor, but 

Theodora marks her first move into opera production, helping the Royal Opera House take its 

first steps to fully integrating this role into new productions.  

The opera’s stellar cast includes soprano Julia Bullock as Theodora – here re-united with Katie 

Mitchell after the director’s 2019 production of Zauberland, to perform what will be both Bullock’s 

first title role and her first Main Stage part at the Royal Opera House. She will be joined by 

Grammy Award-winning mezzo soprano Joyce DiDonato, performing the role of Irene; Opus 

Klassik award-winning countertenor Jakub Józef Orliński, making his house debut as Didymus; 

tenor Ed Lyon as Septimius; baritone Gyula Orendt as Valens; and Jette Parker Young Artist 

Thando Mjandana as the Messenger. 

The production will also be broadcast on BBC Radio 3 on Saturday 26 February 2022. For more 

information, and to book tickets, visit Theodora (roh.org.uk). 

 

ENDS 
 

*** 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS  

 

PRESS CONTACT  

Chloe Westwood:  chloe.westwood@roh.org.uk | Opera Press Lead   

Hattie Hafenrichter: Hattie.Hafenrichter@roh.org.uk | Special Projects Communications Officer   

 

*** 

THEODORA 

Monday 31 January – Wednesday 16 February 2022 

BBC Radio 3 broadcast: Saturday 26 February 2022 

The Royal Opera 

https://www.roh.org.uk/tickets-and-events/theodora-by-katie-mitchell-details
https://www.roh.org.uk/tickets-and-events/theodora-by-katie-mitchell-details
https://www.roh.org.uk/tickets-and-events/theodora-by-katie-mitchell-details
mailto:chloe.westood@roh.org.uk
mailto:ben.oliver@roh.org.uk


Sung in English with English surtitles 

A co-production with Teatro Real, Madrid 

Guidance: Suitable for ages 16+.  

This production depicts explicit violence and sexual harassment, scenes of sexual 
violence and sexual exploitation, and contains themes of terrorism. 

 

Tickets £12 - £245 
For more information, and to book, visit: Theodora (roh.org.uk) 

Images – please credit Camilla Greenwell. 

 

CREATIVE TEAM  
 

Music: George Frideric Handel 

Libretto: Thomas Morell 

Director: Katie Mitchell 

Conductor: Harry Bicket 

Set designer: Chloe Lamford 

Associate Set Design: Noemi Daboczi 

Costume Designer: Sussie Juhlin-Wallén 

Lighting Designer: James Farncombe 

Movement Director: Sarita Piotrowski 

Intimacy Coordinator: Ita O’Brien 

Fight Directors: Rachel Bown-Williams and Ruth Cooper-Brown of Rc-Annie Ltd 

Assistant Directors: Dan Ayling and Isabelle Kettle (JPYA) 

 

CASTING 
 

Theodora: Julia Bullock 

Irene: Joyce DiDonato 

Didymus: Jakub Józef Orlinski 

Septimus: Ed Lyon 

Valens: Gyula Orendt 
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Messenger: Thando Mjandana 

Royal Opera Chorus 

Orchestra of the Royal Opera House 
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About The Royal Opera 

The Royal Opera, under the artistic direction of Antonio Pappano, Music Director, and Oliver 

Mears, Director of Opera, is one of the world’s leading opera companies. Based in the iconic 

Covent Garden theatre, it is renowned both for its outstanding performances of traditional opera 

and for commissioning new works by today’s leading opera composers, such as George 

Benjamin, Harrison Birtwistle, Mark- Anthony Turnage and Thomas Adès. 

 

About the Royal Opera House 

Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the 

Royal Opera House brings together the world’s most extraordinary artists in live, streamed and 

broadcast events and performances that thrill, move, excite and transport people to other worlds. 

Our theatres are in London’s Covent Garden but our work is accessed and experienced across 

the UK and globally through touring partnerships, cinema programmes, free outdoor screenings, 

radio, TV and live-streaming.    

Over the course of the pandemic, the Royal Opera House continued to bring together the world's 

most extraordinary artists, curating the #OurHouseToYourHouse programme made up of nine 

live-streamed concerts (six for opera, two for ballet and two galas) and 38 full-length streamed 

productions from our archives. This programme of full-length content was viewed over 15 million 

times in 183 countries. In addition, the ROH presented a host of cultural highlights in partnership 

with the BBC, Sky Arts, Marquee TV and Netflix, and a programme of home learning opportunities. 

Social media content was viewed almost 1 billion times over the course of the pandemic. 

We are thrilled to welcome people back to our Covent Garden home every day from 12pm, 

showcasing the very best of our art forms and bringing the joy of live performance back to our 

audiences. 

 

Royal Opera House Recovery Campaign 

Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences are at the heart of what we do on 

our stages, backstage, online, in cinemas and in our communities. The global pandemic has 

affected all arts organisations across the world. We have lost £3 in every £5 of our income, and 

our loan from Government takes us only part of the way. We need your help with our Recovery 

Campaign to bring our artists back to our stages. roh.org.uk/donate 

 

https://www.roh.org.uk/people/thando-mjandana
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