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 Royal Ballet Principal dancer Edward Watson  
retires after 27 years  

  
  

Celebrated Royal Ballet Principal Dancer Edward Watson makes his final performance with 

the Company on Saturday 30th October in Wayne McGregor’s critically acclaimed new work 

The Dante Project. 

With a career spanning over 27 years, Watson is regarded as one of the world’s leading 

male dancers of his generation, winning multiple awards and bringing a unique artistry to 

the Company’s repertory. His work with The Royal Ballet included major roles in productions 

by Frederick Ashton and Kenneth MacMillan, and he created numerous new ballets and 

forged creative partnerships with acclaimed international choreographers including Wayne 

McGregor, Christopher Wheeldon and Arthur Pita.  

At the start of the 2020/21 Season, Watson joined the roster of Royal Ballet coaches as 

Répétiteur, coaching dancers for various productions. In his new role, Watson brings in-

depth knowledge and experience, which will help prepare dancers for the broad range of 

the Company’s repertory. 

Director of The Royal Ballet, Kevin O’Hare comments: ‘Edward’s artistic sensibility and 

extraordinary physicality have made him one of the most distinctive performers of his 

generation, and indeed across The Royal Ballet’s history, ushering in a new era of possibility 

for men in ballet. His expressive versatility and openness for collaboration have proved an 

inspiration both for leading creatives such as our Resident Choreographer Wayne McGregor, 

and also for the other dancers in the Company. He follows in the footsteps of the great 

dance-actors of The Royal Ballet, giving memorable performances of dramatic intensity in 

such roles as Kenneth MacMillan’s Crown Prince Rudolf in Mayerling and Christopher 

Wheeldon’s King Leontes in The Winter’s Tale, contrasted with the poetic grace of his 

Palemon in Frederick Ashton’s Ondine and his Olivier Award winning performance in Arthur 

Pita’s Metamorphosis. We look forward celebrating his career at his final performance on 30 

October, and I am delighted that he now brings his artistry to bear when leading the next 

generation of performers.’ 



 

Watson was born in Bromley, South London and joined The Royal Ballet in 1994. His many 

role creations for McGregor included parts in Symbiont(s), Qualia, Chroma, Infra, Limen  

Carbon Life, Raven Girl, Tetractys, Woolf Works, Obsidian Tear , Multiverse and The Dante 

Project and, for Wheeldon, Lewis Carroll/The White Rabbit (Alice’s Adventures in 

Wonderland), Leontes (The Winter’s Tale) and John Singer Sargent (Strapless). Watson has 

worked with numerous other choreographers, including Siobhan Davies, David Dawson, 

Javier De Frutos, Alastair Marriott, Cathy Marston, Ashley Page and Arthur Pita. 

His awards include the 2012 Olivier Award for Outstanding Achievement in Dance, the 

2015 Benois de la danse and Critics’ Circle Awards in 2001 and 2008. He was awarded an 

MBE in 2015. 
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About The Royal Ballet   
Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and innovation in world-
class performances and is a driving force in the development of ballet as an art form. Based at the 
Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, it brings together today’s most dynamic and versatile dancers 
with a world-class orchestra and leading choreographers, composers, conductors, directors and 
creative teams to share awe-inspiring theatrical experiences with diverse audiences worldwide. The 
Company’s extensive repertory embraces 19th-century classics, the singular legacy of works by 
Founder Choreographer Frederick Ashton and Principal Choreographer Kenneth 
MacMillan, a compelling new canon of work by choreographers today including Resident 
Choreographer Wayne McGregor and Artistic Associate Christopher Wheeldon, and the bold and 
complementary programming in the Linbury Theatre.  Guest choreographers Cathy Marston, Crystal 
Pite, Twyla Tharp, Pam Tanowitz, Hofesh Schecter and Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui have also created work 
for the Company.  
 

About the Royal Opera House  
Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the Royal 
Opera House brings together the world’s most extraordinary artists in live, streamed and broadcast 
events and performances that thrill, move, excite and transport people to other worlds. Our theatres 
are in London’s Covent Garden but our work is accessed and experienced across the UK and globally 
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through touring partnerships, cinema programmes, free outdoor screenings, radio, TV and live-
streaming.     
 
Over the course of the pandemic, the Royal Opera House continued to bring together the world's 
most extraordinary artists, curating the #OurHouseToYourHouse programme made up of nine live-
streamed concerts (six for opera, two for ballet and two galas) and 38 full-length streamed 
productions from our archives. This programme of full-length content was viewed over 15 million 
times in 183 countries. In addition, the ROH presented a host of cultural highlights in partnership 
with the BBC, Sky Arts, Marquee TV and Netflix, and a programme of home learning 
opportunities. Social media content was viewed almost 1 billion times over the course of the 
pandemic.  
We are thrilled to welcome people back to our Covent Garden home every day from 12pm, 
showcasing the very best of our art forms and bringing the joy of live performance back to our 
audiences.  
 
 
Royal Opera House Recovery Campaign  
Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences are at the heart of what we do on our 
stages, backstage, online, in cinemas and in our communities. The global pandemic has affected all 
arts organisations across the world. We have lost £3 in every £5 of our income, and our loan from 
Government takes us only part of the way. We need your help with our Recovery Campaign to bring 
our artists back to our stages. roh.org.uk/donate  
  
  
 


