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Tuesday 22 March 2022 

Royal Opera House announces special fundraising 

concerts and stream for Ukraine  

 

Today, the Royal Opera House unveils a series of fundraising initiatives in support of the 

Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal.    

On Good Friday 15 April 2022, at 4.30pm, Ukrainian Oksana Lyniv joins Music Director of The 

Royal Opera Antonio Pappano on the podium to conduct The Royal Opera – Concert for 

Ukraine with an international roster of artists including Ukrainian tenor Dmytro Popov, Ukrainian 

baritone Yuriy Yurchuk, South African soprano Pretty Yende, and British-Italian tenor Freddie 

De Tommaso. Current Jette Parker Young Artists (JPYA) also perform alongside members of 

the Royal Opera Chorus and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House. Tickets will range from 

£4 to £100. 

From Friday 22 April 2022, audiences can watch Crystal Pite’s critically acclaimed and multi-

award-winning Flight Pattern online thanks to streaming platform Vimeo, who are waiving all 

fees. Created in 2017 in response to the refugee crisis, Flight Pattern remains powerfully resonant 

– a poignant reminder of the frailty of the human condition and the tension between despair and 

hope. The stream costs £7 but additional donations are encouraged. It will be available on 

demand for 30 days.  

On Thursday 5 May 2022, at 7.30pm, The Royal Ballet presents an additional and very special 

fundraising performance of Swan Lake. In a Company first, Principal dancers of The Royal Ballet 

Lauren Cuthbertson, Sarah Lamb, Marianela Nuñez and Natalia Osipova join forces to share 



the role of Odette/Odile across the four acts of this iconic repertory favourite. Tickets range from 

£10 to £200.  

Chief Executive of the Royal Opera House, Alex Beard, said: ‘Everyone at ROH is deeply 

shocked and appalled by the worsening humanitarian crisis in Ukraine, following Russia’s 

invasion. I hope these special performances and stream by the ROH community of artists from 

across the world can help raise much-needed funds to support the humanitarian work of the 

Disasters Emergency Committee.’ 

These special performances follow actions the ROH has taken alongside others in the UK and 

international arts sector in response to the invasion of Ukraine. In addition to cancelling the 

Bolshoi’s planned visit this summer, these include symbolic acts of solidarity such as lighting our 

Covent Garden home in the colours of the Ukrainian flag, playing the Ukrainian national anthem 

before performances, and sharing a special recording of the Ukrainian hymn Prayer for Ukraine 

(with music by Mykola Lysenko and text by Oleksandr Konysky arranged by Anna Lapwood), 

performed by members of The Royal Opera Chorus.  A number of Royal Ballet dancers also took 

part in the Dance for Ukraine gala on Saturday 19 March 2022 at the London Coliseum. 

 

For booking details, please visit our website. 
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The Royal Opera, under the artistic direction of Antonio Pappano, Music Director, and Oliver 
Mears, Director of Opera, is one of the world’s leading opera companies. Based in the iconic 
Covent Garden theatre, it is renowned both for its outstanding performances of traditional opera 
and for commissioning new works by today’s leading opera composers, such as George 
Benjamin, Harrison Birtwistle, Mark-Anthony Turnage and Thomas Adès. 

About The Royal Ballet  

Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and innovation in world-
class performances and is a driving force in the development of ballet as an art form. Based at 
the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, it brings together today’s most dynamic and versatile 
dancers with a world-class orchestra and leading choreographers, composers, conductors, 
directors and creative teams to share awe-inspiring theatrical experiences with diverse audiences 
worldwide. The Company’s extensive repertory embraces 19th-century classics, the singular 
legacy of works by Founder Choreographer Frederick Ashton and Principal Choreographer 
Kenneth MacMillan, a compelling new canon of work by choreographers today including Resident 
Choreographer Wayne McGregor and Artistic Associate Christopher Wheeldon, and the bold and 
complementary programming in the Linbury Theatre.  Guest choreographers Cathy Marston, 
Crystal Pite, Twyla Tharp, Pam Tanowitz, Hofesh Shechter, Arthur Pita and Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui 
have also created work for the Company. 

About the Royal Opera House  

Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the 

Royal Opera House brings together world-class performers and trailblazing creative teams to 

share unforgettable performances with audiences near and far. Our theatres are in London’s 

Covent Garden, but our work is accessed and experienced across the UK and globally through 

tours, cinema seasons, free outdoor screenings, radio broadcasts, TV programmes and on Royal 

Opera House Stream.     

Over the course of the pandemic, we curated the #OurHouseToYourHouse programme – made 

up of nine live-streamed concerts and 38 full-length streamed productions from our archives. Full-

length content was viewed over 15 million times in 183 countries, and was paired with a host of 

cultural highlights in partnership with the BBC, Sky Arts, Marquee TV and Netflix.  

In September, we returned for our first full Season since 2019, sharing a packed programme of 

world premieres, landmark new productions and returning favourites. Since then, we have 

expanded our audience through a flagship Young ROH scheme, returned to live cinema relays, 

and extended our national impact through an ambitious curriculum-linked programme for schools, 

specially designed to ignite creativity, broaden participation and diversify the future of opera and 

ballet. We realise our responsibility and obligation to reduce our impact on the environment, and 

are committed to net zero emissions by 2035 for Scopes 1 and 2, and to setting targets for our 

Scope 3 emissions by 2025.  

We look forward to welcoming people to our Covent Garden home every day from 12pm, 

showcasing the very best of our art forms and bringing the joy of live performance to audiences 

wherever they are. 

 


