
                                                         

  

Press Release   

Thursday 27 January 2022 

Royal Opera House continues exciting programme of 

lunchtime recitals this New Year 

Monday 31 January 2022 – Monday 16 May 2022 

• Performances on select Mondays until May 

• £16 tickets available here 

 

This year, join the Royal Opera House for an exciting series of lunchtime recitals, performed in 

our opulent Crush Room by artists from The Royal Opera, Orchestra of the Royal Opera 

House and Jette Parker Young Artists Programme. 

The first of these Recitals, on Monday 31 January 2022, will be performed by pianist Helen 

Nicholas – former Jette Parker Young Artist (2012-13) and Royal Ballet accompanist, currently 

working as a freelance pianist, accompanist and teacher across London and the UK. With a 

concert repertory that includes works by Rachmaninoff, Schumann, Gershwin and 

Shostakovich, Helen regularly performs as a soloist and with musicians from the London 

Philharmonic Orchestra and Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra. This Monday she will play 

Rachmaninoff’s ‘Elegie’ from Morceaux de fantasie, Op. 3; a selection of pieces from 

Prokofiev’s Romeo and Juliet; and Chopin’s Andante spianato et grande polonaise brillante in 

E-flat major, Op. 22. The event will begin at 1pm.   

On Monday 7 February 2022, the Jette Parker Young Artists offer three brand new compositions. 

The first – Letters Home by award-winning composer Alexander Ho and librettist Theophilius 
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Kwek – will be performed by baritone Jia Huang and pianist Satoshi Kubo, and paired with two 

Chinese folk songs to celebrate the Chinese Lunar Year.  The second, Quietus est – composed 

by Jette Parker Young Artist Edo Frenkel – sets poems by Gerard Manley Hopkins, Emily 

Dickinson and John Donne to music, and will be performed by mezzo-soprano Kate Howden 

and Chihiro Ono on violin. Joanna Taylor’s song cycle New Love, New Life, with text by Amy 

Levy, completes the trio of world premieres and will be sung by soprano Sian Dicker.    

The following week, JPYA pianists Michael Sikich and Michael Papadopoulos join forces with 

guest musicians for a special recital of chamber music on Valentine’s Day, featuring Bach's 

Harpsichord Concerto No. 1 in D minor and Schumann's Piano Quintet in E-flat major. And on 

Monday 21 February, Jette Parker Anniversary Company Artist Chuma Sijeqa will be joined by 

JPYAP Alumnus Edmund Whitehead for a recital featuring Ralph Vaughan Williams’ Songs of 

Travel, works by Brahms and Tosti, and South African songs.   

Each Recital is unique, but all promise a rare chance to see world-class artists in a more informal, 

intimate setting. Information about future performers and performances is available on the Royal 

Opera House website. All tickets cost £16.  
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RECITALS AT LUNCH 

 

Monday 31 January 2022, 13:00 

Monday 7 February 2022, 13:00 

Monday 14 February 2022, 13:00 

Monday 21 February 2022, 13:00 

https://we.tl/t-o7dGQzMBtQ
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Monday 14 March 2022, 13:00 [general booking opens on 22 February 2022] 

Monday 28 March 2022, 13:00 [general booking opens on 22 February 2022] 

Monday 11 April 2022, 13:00 [general booking opens on 22 February 2022] 

Monday 25 April 2022, 13:00 [general booking opens on 22 February 2022] 

Monday 16 May 2022, 13:00 [general booking opens on 22 February 2022] 

 

Tickets £16 
 

For more information, and to book, visit: Recitals at Lunch (roh.org.uk) 

 

*** 

About Learning and Participation 

The Royal Opera House’s dedicated Learning and Participation programme covers the length 

and breadth of the country, playing a vital role in building and diversifying the future of ballet and 

opera. The programme aims to inspire creativity and widen access to our art forms, offering a 

curriculum-linked national schools’ programme; a suite of activities for families and individuals in 

and around our iconic Covent Garden home; and a number of events and performances specially 

designed to broaden participation, nurture young talent and, more recently, thank the NHS for the 

work its dedicated staff are continuing to do in response to the pandemic. 

About The Royal Opera 

The Royal Opera, under the artistic direction of Antonio Pappano, Music Director, and Oliver 
Mears, Director of Opera, is one of the world’s leading opera companies. Based in the iconic 
Covent Garden theatre, it is renowned both for its outstanding performances of traditional opera 
and for commissioning new works by today’s leading opera composers, such as George 
Benjamin, Harrison Birtwistle, Mark- Anthony Turnage and Thomas Adès. 

About the Jette Parker Young Artists Programme  

For 20 years the Jette Parker Young Artists Programme has been a sought-after apprenticeship 
for curious artists of exceptional talent looking to intensify their professional development and take 
their first steps on the international stage. The Programme provides a bridge to a career with the 
world’s leading opera companies for up to a dozen salaried singers, conductors, directors and 
répétiteurs. In their two-year employment they work alongside leading international artists and 
experts in musical style and interpretation to prepare repertory for staged performance, concerts 
and recitals. Singers may also cover roles, getting ready to step into another artist’s shoes at short 
notice. All the while they receive coaching and mentoring to further their technical abilities and 
help evolve their artistic identity. The Jette Parker Young Artists Programme is made possible 
thanks to the exceptional generosity of Oak Foundation, who have supported the Programme 
since 2005. In 2017 they extended their support and enabled new initiatives to diversify the range 
of artists supported by the Programme, including the development of women’s conducting 
courses and the Link Artist Programme, which extended coaching opportunities to individuals with 
exceptional potential from backgrounds underrepresented in the ROH talent pool. 
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About the Royal Opera House 

Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the 
Royal Opera House brings together the world’s most extraordinary artists in live, streamed and 
broadcast events and performances that thrill, move, excite and transport people to other worlds. 
Our theatres are in London’s Covent Garden, but our work is accessed and experienced across 
the UK and globally through touring partnerships, cinema programmes, free outdoor screenings, 
radio, TV and live-streaming.    

Over the course of the pandemic, the Royal Opera House continued to bring together the world's 
most extraordinary artists, curating the #OurHouseToYourHouse programme made up of nine 
live-streamed concerts (six for opera, two for ballet and two galas) and 38 full-length streamed 
productions from our archives. This programme of full-length content was viewed over 15 million 
times in 183 countries. In addition, the ROH presented a host of cultural highlights in partnership 
with the BBC, Sky Arts, Marquee TV and Netflix, and a programme of home learning opportunities. 
Social media content was viewed almost 1 billion times over the course of the pandemic. 

We are thrilled to be welcoming people back to our Covent Garden home every day from 12pm, 
showcasing the very best of our art forms and bringing the joy of live performance back to our 
audiences. 

Royal Opera House Recovery Campaign 

Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences are at the heart of what we do on 
our stages, backstage, online, in cinemas and in our communities. The global pandemic has 
affected all arts organisations across the world. We have lost £3 in every £5 of our income, and 
our loan from Government takes us only part of the way. We need your help with our Recovery 
Campaign to bring our artists back to our stages. roh.org.uk/donate 

 

 

https://www.roh.org.uk/donate-now

