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Royal Opera House announces a range of activities 

and performances for young people and communities 

in Doncaster 

• An ambitious partnership with Cast and Doncaster Council 

• Performances by The Royal Ballet in the borough 

• Free, curriculum-linked content, created with teachers in 

mainstream and special schools  

• Award-winning teacher training opportunities for KS1 to KS5 

teachers 

 

The Royal Opera House is delighted to announce a range of events, activities and performances 

in Doncaster over the coming months, offering unique opportunities for communities to see, take 

part in, and appreciate opera, ballet and theatrecraft. The programme is part of ROH’s ongoing, 

ambitious partnership with Cast and Doncaster Council, and has been specifically designed to 

improve access to arts provision and advocate for the role that the arts play in improving the lives 

of young people. 

 

The Royal Opera House’s work in Doncaster began in September 2019, after Ed Miliband (MP 

for Doncaster North) approached Director of The Royal Ballet Kevin O’Hare to explore the 

possibility of a programme of performances in the area, in the wake of the Company’s successful 

involvement in Hull City of Culture. Following a year of postponements due to COVID-19, the 



partnership between ROH, Cast and Doncaster Council was extended into 2023, widening access 

to art and engaging with every school in the borough. 

 

The Royal Ballet will present a special gala performance at Cast in September, reflecting the 

Company’s commitment to the area and including a mass performance of 300 Doncaster school 

children and 5 Royal Ballet dancers. FE and HE students at Doncaster College will be invited to 

create costume designs responding to a brief set by the Royal Opera House, with submissions 

judged by a panel of ROH professionals, and Chance to Dance, ROH’s longstanding ballet talent 

development programme, will continue its work with Year 3 children in five schools across the 

borough, bringing together local and national dance industry partners to foster greater access to 

the art form and diversify the pool of young people entering training. 

 

These activities will be paired with the Royal Opera House’s Create and Learn schools’ 

programme – designed to inspire the creativity of young people, offering exciting  curriculum-

linked projects created together with teachers in mainstream and special schools. The programme 

– split into Create and Dance, Create and Sing, and Create and Design – offers in-person 

teacher training opportunities for KS1 to KS5 teachers; free schemes of work developed by 

teachers, for teachers; a number of introductory films to inspire and entertain students; and 

support for schools on their Artsmark journey. All content is completely free to access, improving 

arts education for all.  

 

Amy McGann, Head of National Programmes at the Royal Opera House, said: 

‘I am delighted to work in partnership with schools across Doncaster to participate in our national 

programmes. Our ambition is to ensure every child, in every school in Doncaster, has free access 

to the arts – and we are thrilled to be working alongside Cast and Doncaster Council to help widen 

access, inspire young people, and make that goal a reality.’  

 

Leanne Hornsby, Assistant Director of Education, Skills, Culture and Heritage at Doncaster 

Council, said:      

‘Our engagement with the Royal Opera House is being embedded within our future curriculum 

model and Education Skills Strategy, this will help ensure a sustainable cultural and arts offer. 

The role of the arts is critical to our work, and I look forward to continuing our collaboration.’ 



 

Deborah Rees, Director of Cast, said: 

‘This partnership marks a shared ambition for culture in Doncaster. Positive outcomes for local 

young people remain our greatest challenge as a town and our most exciting opportunity to inspire 

a generation. Culture should be an essential part of every childhood, so to see every school 

participate in, and enjoy, this fantastic cultural experience is a great step forward in our collective 

responsibility to help our children thrive.’ 

 

Schools interested in taking part, or finding out more about these programmes should visit our 

website or reach out to the team via email: createandlearn@roh.org.uk 
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About Learning and Participation 

The Royal Opera House’s dedicated Learning and Participation programme covers the length 
and breadth of the country, playing a vital role in building and diversifying the future of ballet and 
opera. The programme aims to inspire creativity and widen access to our art forms, offering a 
curriculum-linked national schools’ programme; a suite of activities for families and individuals in 
and around our iconic Covent Garden home; and a number of events and performances specially 
designed to broaden participation, nurture young talent and, more recently, thank the NHS for the 
work its dedicated staff are continuing to do in response to the pandemic.   

About The Royal Ballet  

https://learning-platform.roh.org.uk/doncaster/
https://learning-platform.roh.org.uk/doncaster/
mailto:createandlearn@roh.org.uk
https://we.tl/t-0GErmTpykP
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/dX9hCDqQPTBVL3pFWV-OT?domain=we.tl
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/dX9hCDqQPTBVL3pFWV-OT?domain=we.tl
mailto:ben.oliver@roh.org.uk
https://learning-platform.roh.org.uk/doncaster/


Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and innovation in world-
class performances and is a driving force in the development of ballet as an art form. Based at 
the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, it brings together today’s most dynamic and versatile 
dancers with a world-class orchestra and leading choreographers, composers, conductors, 
directors and creative teams to share awe-inspiring theatrical experiences with diverse audiences 
worldwide. The Company’s extensive repertory embraces 19th-century classics, the singular 
legacy of works by Founder Choreographer Frederick Ashton and Principal Choreographer 
Kenneth MacMillan, a compelling new canon of work by choreographers today including Resident 
Choreographer Wayne McGregor and Artistic Associate Christopher Wheeldon, and the bold and 
complementary programming in the Linbury Theatre.  Guest choreographers Cathy Marston, 
Crystal Pite, Twyla Tharp, Pam Tanowitz, Hofesh Shechter, Arthur Pita and Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui 
have also created work for the Company. 

About the Royal Opera House 

Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the 
Royal Opera House brings together world-class performers and trailblazing creative teams to 
share unforgettable performances with audiences near and far. Our theatres are in London’s 
Covent Garden, but our work is accessed and experienced across the UK and globally through 
our streams, tours, cinema programme, radio broadcasts and TV output.    

Over the course of the pandemic, we curated the #OurHouseToYourHouse programme - nine 
live-streamed concerts and 38 productions from our archives. Content was viewed over 15 million 
times in 183 countries, and broadcast in partnership with the BBC, Sky Arts, Marquee TV and 
Netflix. During the pandemic we lost £3 in every £5 of our income and we continue to feel the 
financial impact as we slowly recover. 

In September 2021, we returned for our first full Season since 2019, presenting a packed 

programme of world premieres, landmark new productions and returning favourites. Since then, 

we have expanded our audience through a flagship Young ROH scheme, returned to live 

cinema, and extended our national impact through an ambitious curriculum-linked programme 

for schools, specially designed to ignite creativity, broaden participation and diversify the future 

of opera and ballet. We are committed to reducing our impact on the environment, and aim to 

achieve net zero emissions by 2035. 
 

 

 


