
                                                                                                                   

  

Press Release  

Thursday 7 October 2021 

Royal Opera House to welcome Little Amal  

• A specially curated evening at the Royal Opera House on Saturday 23 October, 

attended by refugee groups from across London as part of Good Chance Theatre’s The 

Walk 

• Performances by The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera, Citizens of the World Choir, 

Phosphoros Theatre and London-based Syrian oud player Rihab Azar — bringing 

together artists with lived experience of displacement 

• Coverage across Royal Opera House social channels 

• For more information, visit www.walkwithamal.org 

 

 

The Royal Opera House is delighted to be welcoming Little Amal as part of Good Chance Theatre’s The 

Walk — offering her a bed for the night on Saturday 23 October. The 3.5 metre-tall puppet, created by 

the acclaimed Handspring Puppet Company, will spend the eve of her tenth birthday in the stunning Paul 

Hamlyn Hall, being sung and danced to sleep by artists from across the capital. 

 

The event, attended by refugee groups from across London, is one of over 100 making up The Walk – a 

visionary travelling festival, produced by Good Chance Theatre, that brings together celebrated artists, 

major cultural institutions, community groups and humanitarian organisations in an act of solidarity with 

the displaced, and in defiance of the borders that endanger their lives. The cane and carbon-fibre puppet 

is travelling 8,000 km – from the borders of Syria to the UK – in search of her mother, representing the 

urgent needs of young refugees.  

 

From the 22 - 25 October, Little Amal will make her way across London, taking part in events at, among 

others, The National Theatre, Shakespeare’s Globe, Somerset House, and the V&A. Beginning at 11.15 

pm on Saturday 23 October, the Royal Opera House’s programme — A Bed for the Night — will bring 
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together world-class artists from both resident companies, alongside several collaborators from across 

the capital. Many of the performers have experienced forced displacement themselves.   

 

The evening will begin in the Covent Garden Piazza, where Royal Ballet Principal dancers Cesar Corrales 

and Francesca Hayward, coming straight from that night’s Romeo and Juliet curtain call, will welcome 

Little Amal into the building.  In the Paul Hamlyn Hall, London-based Syrian oud player Rihab Azar will 

perform reflections on lullabies and tunes she heard as a child growing up in Syria, followed by a short 

presentation of the Royal Opera House’s staff-made quilt, sewn together by Thurrock textile group Kite 

Spirit.  

 

Later performances include Valentino Zucchetti’s specially choreographed duet to Rachmaninoff’s 

‘Vocalise, P. 34, No. 14’ (Nitin Sawhney Version) — danced by Royal Ballet Soloist Joseph Sissens and First 

Artist of The Royal Ballet Lukas B. Brændsrød — alongside two commissioned narratives by Phosphoros 

Theatre: a theatre company and charity that makes socially engaged performance with, for, and by 

refugees and asylum seekers. Written by Kate Duffy-Syedi, directed by Esther Dix, and with music by 

Goitom Fesshaye, the narratives will be performed by Tewodros Aregawe and Syed Haleem Najibi. 

Citizens of the World Choir — a choir for displaced people and their allies, that celebrates the artistry, 

heritage and humanity of people seeking sanctuary — will also make an appearance, joining members of 

the Royal Opera Chorus to sing a specially commissioned piece by composer Ayanna Witter-Johnson, 

conducted by Choir co-founder and Musical Director Becky Dell. 

 

Following a separate, second, performance by members of The Royal Opera Chorus, the night will end 

with both a short programme of lullabies, sung by The Royal Opera’s Jette Parker Young Artists April 

Kojejo-Audiger and Michael Sikich, and a filmed performance of ‘As We Close Our Sleepy Eyes’ from 

Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel, sung by three of our Thurrock Trailblazer schools: Deneholm Primary 

School, Warren Primary School and Tilbury Pioneer Academy.  

 

The event will be attended by Notre Dame Refugee Centre, Breaking Barriers and UN Refugee Agency 

among others, but will also be covered on ROH social channels.   

 

Jillian Barker, Director of Learning and Participation at the Royal Opera House, said: 

 

‘We are delighted to be welcoming Little Amal to our home, offering her a warm bed under the iconic 

glass and steel ceiling of the Paul Hamlyn Hall. As London falls still, our singers and dancers will pay 

tribute both to her journey and to those of the many displaced children across the world — drawing 

attention to one of the defining issues of our times, and expressing solidarity with the artists and 

communities that have taken part in The Walk.’ 

 

David Lan, producer of The Walk, said: 

 

‘The moment I asked Alex Beard if the Opera House would welcome Little Amal, he began to imagine 

the event we are extremely happy for her to take part in.  Alex has been one of The Walk’s most 
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eloquent London champions. By the time she arrives in Covent Garden, Amal will have visited some of 

the great theatres of Europe - in Rome, Paris, Brussels and many other cities - but ROH is the first to 

offer her warmth and shelter along with dance and music at the highest level.  On her behalf, thank you 

Alex and all at the ROH.’ 

 

The Walk is produced by Stephen Daldry, David Lan, Tracey Seaward and Naomi Webb for Good Chance 

Theatre, in association with Handspring Puppet Company. The artistic director is Amir Nizar Zuabi.   

 

For more information, please visit www.walkwithamal.org 

 

ENDS 

*** 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS  

Further information about The Walk can be found here 

Images from Good Chance can be downloaded from the following link: 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/4s1ktjxzerypen6/AADkUSOLmpBW5n1jPtzXra0la?dl=0 

Images from the Royal Opera House, Kite Spirit and Citizens of the World Choir can be downloaded here: 

https://royaloperahouse.wetransfer.com/downloads/a720ce1ba397cbdce2081d9b5f7ed87f20211006

091342/0c3a6d2a040e80211ffd8ccb31b7bc4820211006091342/d4534d 

  

The full programme is available on The Walk’s website: http://www.walkwithamal.org/events/ 

  

PRESS CONTACT 

Hattie Hafenrichter: hattie.hafenrichter@roh.org.uk | Special Projects Communications Officer   

  

*** 

About Learning and Participation 

The Royal Opera House’s dedicated Learning and Participation programme covers the length and 

breadth of the country, playing a vital role in building and diversifying the future of ballet and opera. The 

programme aims to inspire creativity and widen access to our art forms, offering a curriculum-linked 

national schools programme; a suite of activities for families and individuals in and around our iconic 

Covent Garden home; and a number of events and performances specially designed to broaden 
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participation, nurture young talent and, more recently, thank the NHS for the work its dedicated staff 

are continuing to do in response to the pandemic.   

 

About The Royal Ballet  

Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and innovation in world-class 

performances and is a driving force in the development of ballet as an art form. Based at the Royal 

Opera House, Covent Garden, it brings together today’s most dynamic and versatile dancers with a 

world-class orchestra and leading choreographers, composers, conductors, directors and creative teams 

to share awe-inspiring theatrical experiences with diverse audiences worldwide. The Company’s 

extensive repertory embraces 19th-century classics, the singular legacy of works by Founder 

Choreographer Frederick Ashton and Principal Choreographer Kenneth MacMillan, the compelling new 

canon of work by choreographers today including Resident Choreographer Wayne McGregor and Artistic 

Associate Christopher Wheeldon, and the bold and complementary programming in the Linbury 

Theatre.  Guest choreographers Cathy Marston, Crystal Pite, Twyla Tharp, Pam Tanowitz, Hofesh 

Schecter and Sid Larbi Cherkaoui have also created work for the Company. 

 

About The Royal Opera  

The Royal Opera, under the artistic direction of Antonio Pappano, Music Director, and Oliver Mears, 

Director of Opera, is one of the world’s leading opera companies. Based in the iconic Covent Garden 

theatre, it is renowned both for its outstanding performances of traditional opera and for 

commissioning new works by today’s leading opera composers, such as George Benjamin, Harrison 

Birtwistle, Mark- Anthony Turnage and Thomas Adès.  

 

About the Jette Parker Young Artists Programme  

   

For 20 years, the Jette Parker Young Artists Programme has been a sought-after apprenticeship for 

curious artists of exceptional talent looking to intensify their professional development and take their 

first steps on the international stage. The Programme provides a bridge to a career with the world’s 

leading opera companies for up to a dozen salaried singers, conductors, directors and répétiteurs. In 

their two-year employment they work alongside leading international artists and experts in musical style 

and interpretation to prepare repertory for staged performance, concerts and recitals. Singers may also 

cover roles, getting ready to step into another artist’s shoes at short notice.  All the while they receive 

coaching and mentoring to further their technical abilities and help evolve their artistic identity. 

 

The Jette Parker Young Artists Programme is made possible thanks to the exceptional generosity of Oak 

Foundation, who have supported the Programme since 2005. In 2017 they extended their support and 

enabled new initiatives to diversify the range of artists supported by the Programme, including the 

development of women’s conducting courses and the Link Artist Programme, which extended coaching 

opportunities to individuals with exceptional potential from backgrounds underrepresented in the ROH 

talent pool. 



 

About the Royal Opera House 

Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the Royal Opera 

House brings together the world’s most extraordinary artists in live, streamed and broadcast events and 

performances that thrill, move, excite and transport people to other worlds. Our theatres are in London’s 

Covent Garden but our work is accessed and experienced across the UK and globally through touring 

partnerships, cinema programmes, free outdoor screenings, radio, TV and live-streaming.    

Over the course of the pandemic, the Royal Opera House continued to bring together the world's most 

extraordinary artists, curating the #OurHouseToYourHouse programme made up of nine live-streamed 

concerts (six for opera, two for ballet and two galas) and 38 full-length streamed productions from our 

archives. This programme of full-length content was viewed over 15 million times in 183 countries. In 

addition, the ROH presented a host of cultural highlights in partnership with the BBC, Sky Arts, Marquee 

TV and Netflix, and a programme of home learning opportunities. Social media content was viewed almost 

1 billion times over the course of the pandemic. 

We are thrilled to welcome people back to our Covent Garden home every day from 12pm, showcasing 

the very best of our art forms and bringing the joy of live performance back to our audiences. 

 

Royal Opera House Recovery Campaign 

Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences are at the heart of what we do on our 

stages, backstage, online, in cinemas and in our communities. The global pandemic has affected all arts 

organisations across the world. We have lost £3 in every £5 of our income, and our loan from 

Government takes us only part of the way. We need your help with our Recovery Campaign to bring our 

artists back to our stages. Roh.org.uk/donate 

 

About Phosphoros Theatre 

Phosphoros Theatre is a theatre company and registered charity that makes bold, brave performance 

work with refugees and asylum seekers aged 15-25. They started in 2015, and are a ‘Theatre of Sanctuary’. 

Currently in the middle of their fourth U.K. tour, with ‘All the beds I have slept in’, their work makes space 

for those with forced migration migrations to voice, reflect on and respond to their lived experience, 

beyond dominant media narratives. Alongside public performance, Phosphoros work extensively with 

refugee youth communities. Their Young Company for 16-21 year olds is based at the Southbank Centre, 

and they deliver workshops for community groups all over the UK. They are currently fundraising for their 

young women’s project, ‘Phosphoros Sisters’, and a drama project led by Syed in Dari and Pashto for newly 

arrived Afghan refugees, you can donate to support this work here. Syed and Tewodros have been 

members of Phosphoros Theatre since 2015 and 2016 respectively.  

 

Performers: Tewodros Aregawe and Syed Haleem Najibi  

Music: Goitom Fesshaye 

Writers: Kate Duffy-Syedi 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=ZM8AZYTVR3ZS2&source=url


Director: Esther Dix 

 

About Citizens of the World Choir 

Founded in 2017 and with over 50 singers from 29 different nationalities, Citizens of the World Choir is a 

choir for anyone seeking sanctuary or asylum, for refugees, asylum seekers, displaced people and their 

allies.  

Musical Director: Becky Dell 

Musicians for THE HOPE by Ayanna Witter-Johnson: Mehmet Avcu, Meg Ella Brookes, Kadir Erturk, 

Madeleine Hamilton, Barnabas Jones 

 

About Ayanna Witter-Johnson 

Ayanna Witter-Johnson is a rare exception to the rule that classical music and eclectic soul cannot 

successfully coexist. The British-born musician graduated from London’s prestigious Trinity Laban 

Conservatoire of Music and Dance and New York’s Manhattan School of Music with firsts. She is a 

singer, songwriter, cellist, composer, producer and arranger with phenomenal musical prowess, 

mesmerising vocals, uncompromising lyrics and mastery of the cello. She released her EPs Truthfully and 

Black Panther in 2014 and critically acclaimed debut album ‘Road Runner’ in Spring 2019 with its two 

subsequent singles ‘Nothing Less’ and ‘Crossroads’. She released her ‘Rise Up’ EP in January 2021 to 

much critical acclaim. The EP included album track ‘Rise Up’ featuring Akala, plus two exclusive new 

tracks ‘Declaration Of Rights’ featuring Cleveland Watkiss and ‘Rise Up Riddim’ - with a mix of reggae, 

soul and classical to give a unique sound and vibe, in celebration of Black history, culture and identity. 

Ayanna is currently working on her sophomore album. 

  

Despite the challenges of 2020, Ayanna did a livestream for Royal Albert Hall, appeared on BBC TV for 

the Proms, took part in Trinity Laban’s Virtual Orchestra, picked up an AIM Award nomination for ‘Best 

Live Act’, appeared in the Channel 4 doc ‘Sing It Loud: Black and Proud’, presented two shows at 

Wigmore Hall and appeared on BBC Radio 3’s The Classical Life’, co-wrote and featured on Anoushka 

Shankar’s song ‘Those Words’ from the Grammy nominated Love Letters EP and featured on Nitin 

Sawhney’s stunning single and album track ‘Movement Variation II’.  She has collaborated with Solem 

Quartet as part of their Beethoven Bartok Now series and made appearances this year with LSO, 

Manchester International Festival, and headlined a September show at Kings Place. She is currently on a 

tour of the UK with Nubiyan Twist and has an upcoming October show at Royal Albert Hall with Nitin 

Sawhney, plus Jazz Voice at London Jazz Festival in November. 

 

About The Walk 

Creative Team: 

Artistic Director: Amir Nizar Zuabi 

  



Puppet Design & Build: Handspring Puppet Company 

Puppetry Directors: Craig Leo and Enrico Dau Yang Wey 

Associate Puppetry Director: Sarah Calver  

Puppetry Associate: Sarah Wright 

Costume Designer: Annie Symons 

  

Producers: Stephen Daldry, David Lan, Tracey Seaward and Naomi Webb for Good Chance 

in association with: Handspring Puppet Company 

  

Producers in Turkey: Recep Tuna and IKSV 

Producer in Greece: Yolanda Markopoulou 

Producers in Italy: Roberto Roberto and Ludovica Tinghi 

Producer in France, Switzerland, Belgium & Germany: Claire Béjanin with Fiorella Lecoutteux 

Producer in the UK: Amaya Jeyarajah Dent 

Producer of Bloomberg Connects audio guide: Bartolomeo Bartolini 

  

Good Chance Artistic Director: Amir Nizar Zuabi  

Founding Artistic Directors of Good Chance: Joe Robertson and Joe Murphy 

  

Executive Producer: Kevin Fitzmaurice 

General Manager: Sarah Loader 

Head of Marketing: Shaun Evelyn  

Head of Creative Development: Philip Cowell  

Education Producer: Alice Evans  

International Events Manager: Joanne Dixon  

Production Assistant: Layla Madanat and Elizabeth Jankowski  

Marketing Assistant: Medea Manaz 

Production and Outreach Assistant: Matilda Glen 

Production Manager: Patrick Glackin 

Company Manager: Kate Aisling Jones 

Production Technician: Muaz Jubeh 

Puppetry Technician: James Dee  

  

The Walk Ambassadors: Waad al-Kateab, Gillian Anderson, Kinan Azmeh, Joyce DiDonato, Noma 

Dumezweni, Chiwetel Ejiofor, Halit Ergenç, Ncuti Gatwa, Anish Kapoor, Youssef Kerkour, Bergüzar Korel, 

Jude Law, Gary Lineker, Magid Magid, Michael Morpurgo, Franco Nero, Yotam Ottolenghi, Onjali Raúf, 

Katja Reimann, Philippe Sands, Anoushka Shankar, Juliet Stevenson, V (formerly Eve Ensler) and Wolf 

Alice. 



  

The Walk’s Amal Fund in association with Choose Love and Good Chance launched on 17th September 

to support children who, like Little Amal, have fled persecution and need our support to rebuild their 

lives. Money raised will go to effective grassroots groups that help children access education and the 

support they need to achieve their potential in the places they’ve found refuge. Those who have been 

moved by her journey, or enjoyed the events along her route, are encouraged to donate and help young 

refugees like Little Amal to build a more hopeful future.  

https://donate.chooselove.org/campaigns/walks-amal-fund/ 

 The Walk is working with Julie's Bicycle and Culture Declares Emergency to develop an approach to an 

environmentally sustainable journey. 

 For the safety of The Walk team and of the public, The Walk will ensure that any guidelines in place due 

to Covid-19 are adhered. Social distancing and wearing of face masks will be encouraged at events. 

The Walk is supported by: 

 
 

 

 

https://donate.chooselove.org/campaigns/walks-amal-fund/

