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Royal Opera House to welcome over 1,800 NHS staff and their family 

members for Paul Hamlyn Christmas Treat 

 

• A morning of events and activities, followed by The Royal Ballet’s The Nutcracker 

• Visit Paul Hamlyn Christmas Treat (roh.org.uk) for more information 

 

This December, to show thanks for the incredible work done by NHS staff throughout the COVID-19 

pandemic and beyond, the Royal Opera House will be welcoming NHS key workers and their families to 

its 2021 Paul Hamlyn Christmas Treat: a morning of interactive workshops and activities followed by a 

gala performance of The Nutcracker.  

The event, scheduled for Saturday 4 December, will include Dance with the Royal Ballet workshops, 

demonstrations by members of The Royal Ballet School, storytelling activities, and presentations by the 

ROH Archive and Collections team, ending with the festive favourite from The Royal Ballet, performed 

that afternoon by a stellar cast of dancers: Principal Lauren Cuthbertson as the Sugar Plum Fairy, First 

Soloist William Bracewell as her Prince, Soloist Isabella Gasparini as Clara, and First Soloist Luca Acri as 

Hans Peter (The Nutcracker). The full day of entertainment will run from 11am – 4pm, with tickets costing 

as little as £5.  

The Paul Hamlyn Christmas Treat is generously supported by The Helen Hamlyn Trust, in memory of the 

late Paul Hamlyn, and is designed specifically to introduce new audiences to the Royal Opera House. In 

previous years, it has been a partnership between the Royal Opera House and, among others, The Sun 

https://www.roh.org.uk/learning/families/paul-hamlyn-christmas-treat
https://www.roh.org.uk/tickets-and-events/dance-with-the-royal-ballet-details


newspaper, the National Federation of Women’s Institutes, Girlguiding UK, and a network of arts and 

health charities.  

This year’s event is part of the Royal Opera House’s wider #ThankYouNHS programme: a suite of activities, 

partnerships and heavily discounted performances for NHS workers. The programme commenced in June 

2021 – with Puccini’s La bohème, sung to an auditorium of specially invited staff from ROH’s nearest 

hospitals – and will end with a performance of Swan Lake in March 2022. So far this Season, approximately 

5,000 NHS key workers and their family members have taken up ticket offers for #ThankYouNHS events, 

many using the opportunity to visit the ROH for the first time.  

Lady Hamlyn, CBE, of the Helen Hamlyn Trust, said: 

‘How can we ever adequately thank the wonderful people in the NHS and all the key workers for risking 

their own lives to protect and care for all of “us”? I very much hope that the Paul Hamlyn Christmas Treat 

will give much pleasure to all those able to attend.’ 
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Further information about the Paul Hamlyn Christmas Treat can be found at: Paul Hamlyn Christmas 

Treat (roh.org.uk) 

 

Images can be downloaded here 
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About the Helen Hamlyn Trust  

https://www.roh.org.uk/learning/families/paul-hamlyn-christmas-treat
https://www.roh.org.uk/learning/families/paul-hamlyn-christmas-treat
https://we.tl/t-eLDqAQUozO
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The Helen Hamlyn Trust, established as a successor to the Helen Hamlyn Foundation in 2001, is an 

independent grant making Trust. Its principal focus is on the initiation of medium and long-term projects 

linked to the shared interests of Lady Hamlyn CBE and her late husband Lord Hamlyn. 

 The Helen Hamlyn Trust’s core ethos is to develop innovative projects, which aim to effect lasting 

change, improve quality of life and create opportunity for the benefit of the public. Change takes time 

and the Trust develops lasting relationships with leading organisations and individuals to enable new 

areas of work by creating connections between organisations, and introducing new ideas. This year, 

2021, the trust celebrates its 20th Anniversary with the publication of Nurturing Innovation - 20 years of 

the Helen Hamlyn Trust.  

 The Trust works in the fields of medicine; the arts and culture; education and welfare; healthy ageing; 

international humanitarian affairs; and heritage and conservation in India.  

The Trust is grateful to the Paul Hamlyn Foundation for its financial support to support the Trust’s work. 

About Learning and Participation 

The Royal Opera House’s dedicated Learning and Participation programme covers the length and 

breadth of the country, playing a vital role in building and diversifying the future of ballet and opera. The 

programme aims to inspire creativity and widen access to our art forms, offering a curriculum-linked 

national schools programme; a suite of activities for families and individuals in and around our iconic 

Covent Garden home; and a number of events and performances specially designed to broaden 

participation, nurture young talent and, more recently, thank the NHS for the work its dedicated staff 

are continuing to do in response to the pandemic.   

About The Royal Ballet  

Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and innovation in world-class 

performances and is a driving force in the development of ballet as an art form. Based at the Royal 

Opera House, Covent Garden, it brings together today’s most dynamic and versatile dancers with a 

world-class orchestra and leading choreographers, composers, conductors, directors and creative teams 

to share awe-inspiring theatrical experiences with diverse audiences worldwide. The Company’s 

extensive repertory embraces 19th-century classics, the singular legacy of works by Founder 

Choreographer Frederick Ashton and Principal Choreographer Kenneth MacMillan, the compelling new 

canon of work by choreographers today including Resident Choreographer Wayne McGregor and Artistic 

Associate Christopher Wheeldon, and the bold and complementary programming in the Linbury 

Theatre.  Guest choreographers Cathy Marston, Crystal Pite, Twyla Tharp, Pam Tanowitz, Hofesh 

Schecter and Sid Larbi Cherkaoui have also created work for the Company. 

About the Royal Opera House 

Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the Royal 

Opera House brings together the world’s most extraordinary artists in live, streamed and broadcast 

events and performances that thrill, move, excite and transport people to other worlds. Our theatres 

are in London’s Covent Garden, but our work is accessed and experienced across the UK and globally 

through touring partnerships, cinema programmes, free outdoor screenings, radio, TV and live-

streaming.    



Over the course of the pandemic, the Royal Opera House continued to bring together the world's most 

extraordinary artists, curating the #OurHouseToYourHouse programme made up of nine live-streamed 

concerts (six for opera, two for ballet and two galas) and 38 full-length streamed productions from our 

archives. This programme of full-length content was viewed over 15 million times in 183 countries. In 

addition, the ROH presented a host of cultural highlights in partnership with the BBC, Sky Arts, Marquee 

TV and Netflix, and a programme of home learning opportunities. Social media content was viewed almost 

1 billion times over the course of the pandemic. 

We are thrilled to be welcoming people back to our Covent Garden home every day from 12pm, 

showcasing the very best of our art forms and bringing the joy of live performance back to our audiences. 

Royal Opera House Recovery Campaign 

 Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences are at the heart of what we do on our 

stages, backstage, online, in cinemas and in our communities. The global pandemic has affected all arts 

organisations across the world. We have lost £3 in every £5 of our income, and our loan from 

Government takes us only part of the way. We need your help with our Recovery Campaign to bring our 

artists back to our stages. roh.org.uk/donate 

 

 

 

https://www.roh.org.uk/donate-now

