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Royal Opera House celebrates Design Challenge 

winners from across the country 

Wednesday 8 June 2022 

• More information on our website 

 

Yesterday, Wednesday 8 June 2022, the Royal Opera House celebrated the 2022 winners of 

its prestigious Design Challenge – a nation-wide competition that provides students with 

invaluable, practical insight into technical and production practice, encouraging them to apply their 

understanding to a professional context, and develop the skills required to embark on a career in 

technical theatre craft. 

Launched in 2011, and open to anyone studying Art and Design from GCSE to Foundation Degree 

level, the challenge requires applicants to try their hand designing sets, costumes, wigs, makeup 

or a marketing campaign for a designated opera or ballet production. Students research and 

produce design prototypes in response to their chosen Director's Vision, relaying their ideas and 

process in a 90-minute portfolio pitch.   

This year’s prizegiving event, hosted in the Royal Opera House’s Linbury Foyer, celebrated the 

Challenge’s 2022 winners, tasked with creating designs for Benjamin Britten’s Peter Grimes: 

William Chan, from East Sussex College, Lewes (Set Design); Evelyn Pope from The 

Broxbourne School, (Hair, Wigs and Make-up); Lily Boyington from Bournemouth School for 

Girls (Costume Design); Samantha Dent from Grimsby Institute (Marketing Strategy and Design); 

https://learning-platform.roh.org.uk/design-challenge-2021-22-peter-grimes-the-winners/


and Caitlyn McIlwrath from Belfast Metropolitan College (Marketing Strategy and Design). Over 

500 students entered, from 20 schools and colleges across the UK. The exhibition of winners’ 

work will be open to the public Thursday 9 – Wednesday 22 June 2022.  

Work by all finalists was seen and scrutinized by judging panels of professional designers and 

creatives at the ROH – including several senior staff members in the Royal Opera House’s 

technical and production teams. Award-winners in each category were announced on Friday 22 

April 2022. Chief Executive Alex Beard presented the students with their awards.  

Jillian Barker, Director of Learning and Participation, said: 

‘The Royal Opera House is thrilled to have hosted the winners of the 11th year of our flagship 

Design Challenge. Having spent the day at ROH with our professionals and in their host 

departments, young winners from across the country were given awards. Each of them expressed 

real originality, skill and creativity. We hope this will prove life-changing and be their entry into the 

imaginative worlds of ballet and opera.’ 

The 2022/23 Design Challenge The Magic Flute will launch with an online tutor briefing event on 

Wednesday 22 June 2022.    
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DESIGN CHALLENGE 

Winners’ Exhibition: Thursday 9 – Wednesday 22 June 2022 

 

For more information, visit: ROH Learning Platform - Design Challenge 2021/22 

https://wetransfer.com/downloads/ac0c95cdc947a9a298d27794c0f55a3620220609091431/5d81893c6b49f152c0530f2f476e5a8b20220609091432/177771
https://wetransfer.com/downloads/ac0c95cdc947a9a298d27794c0f55a3620220609091431/5d81893c6b49f152c0530f2f476e5a8b20220609091432/177771
https://learning-platform.roh.org.uk/design-challenge-2021-22-peter-grimes-the-winners/


To get involved next year, email: design.challenge@roh.org.uk 

 

WINNERS 

Set Design  

Winner Fe And Director’s Choice William Chan  
Highly Commended FE George Bayly  
Highly Commended Secondary Sam Ashcroft  
East Sussex College, Lewes, North Hertfordshire College 

 

Hair Wigs And Make-up Design  

Winner FE Evelyn Pope  
Highly Commended Fe Ellie Coldwell  
The Broxbourne School, Harlow College  

 

Costume Design  

Winner FE Lily Boyington  
Highly Commended FE Kat Raffle  
Winner Secondary Charlie Jones  
Highly Commended Secondary Amelia Williams  
Bournemouth School for Girls, City of Liverpool College, North Hertfordshire College, 

Eastbourne College 

 

Marketing Strategy & Design  

Winner HE Caitlin Mcilwrath  
Winner FE Samantha Dent  
Highly Commended Itamar Burstein Lachman  
Belfast Metropolitan College, Grimsby Institute, East Sussex College, Lewes  

 

Commended by the judges and invited to exhibit: Maia Calton, Jamie Vandersluis, Jemimah 

Kamau, Rachel Mccomb, Imogen Symonds and Zoe Bennett  
East Sussex College, Lewes, Harlow College, The Broxbourne School, North West Regional 

College Limavady Campus, Eastbourne College, The Hertfordshire & Essex High School 
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About Learning and Participation 

The Royal Opera House’s dedicated Learning and Participation programme covers the length 
and breadth of the country, playing a vital role in building and diversifying the future of ballet and 
opera. The programme aims to inspire creativity and widen access to our art forms, offering a 
curriculum-linked national schools’ programme; a suite of activities for families and individuals in 
and around our iconic Covent Garden home; and a number of events and performances specially 
designed to broaden participation, nurture young talent and, more recently, thank the NHS for the 
work its dedicated staff are continuing to do in response to the pandemic.  

So far this Season, 60,000 tickets have been purchased by 16-25 Young ROH members; over 
9,000 heavily subsidised tickets, running from £5–£25, have been purchased through our 
#ThankYouNHS scheme; over 8,500 students have attended dedicated matinees in house, with 
71% of those children coming from schools outside of London; and 2,000 teachers in almost 900 
schools have taken part in the programme as a whole, resulting in thousands of students learning 
through dance and singing. Deep partnerships in Doncaster, Thurrock and the North East will 
continue across the 2022/23 Season. 

About the Royal Opera House 

Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the 
Royal Opera House brings together world-class performers and trailblazing creative teams to 
share unforgettable performances with audiences near and far. Our theatres are in London’s 
Covent Garden, but our work is accessed and experienced across the UK and globally through 
our streams, tours, cinema programme, radio broadcasts and TV output.    

Over the course of the pandemic, we curated the #OurHouseToYourHouse programme - nine 
live-streamed concerts and 38 productions from our archives. Content was viewed over 15 million 
times in 183 countries, and broadcast in partnership with the BBC, Sky Arts, Marquee TV and 
Netflix. During the pandemic we lost £3 in every £5 of our income and we continue to feel the 
financial impact as we slowly recover. 

In September 2021, we returned for our first full Season since 2019, presenting a packed 
programme of world premieres, landmark new productions and returning favourites. Since then, 
we have expanded our audience through a flagship Young ROH scheme, returned to live cinema, 
and extended our national impact through an ambitious curriculum-linked programme for schools, 
specially designed to ignite creativity, broaden participation and diversify the future of opera and 
ballet. We are committed to reducing our impact on the environment, and aim to achieve net zero 
emissions by 2035. 

 

 

 


