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14 February 2022 

 

The Royal Ballet celebrates choreographic talent with 
Spring Draft Works and Joseph Toonga  

4 – 5 April - Spring Draft Works, The Linbury Theatre 
7 April – Just Us Dance presents Born to Manifest 

8 April - Joseph Toonga Insight in conversation with Wayne McGregor  
 

Spring Draft Works is an opportunity to see dancers of The Royal Ballet share their raw 
choreographic creativity in the intimacy of the Linbury Theatre. Exploring the artistic 
potential of movement and new ideas, Draft Works is The Royal Ballet’s longstanding 
choreographic platform where new short works are presented in various stages of 
development.   
 
Opening on 4 April this programme includes work by Company members; Ashley Dean, 
Joshua Junker, Matthew Ball, Marcelino Sambé and Stanisław Węgrzyn. There will also be 
new piece by The Royal Ballet Emerging Choreographer Joseph Toonga.  
 
Joseph Toonga was appointed The Royal Ballet’s Emerging Choreographer in September 
2021. Across two nights we shine a light on Toonga’s creative process with a performance 
by his dance company Just Us Dance Theatre on 7 April with Born to Manifest, part of a Hip 
Hop dance theatre trilogy that illuminates the experiences of young black British men. 
Toonga draws from real life accounts to a create a poignant, responsive piece that 
simultaneously champions cultural identity and challenges racial stigmas. Set to an original 
score from Michael ‘Mikey J’ Asante, this dynamic dance work explores the power and 
privilege that still oppress and dictate. 
  
On 8 April there will be an insight with Toonga who will be joined by Wayne McGregor, The 
Royal Ballet Resident Choreographer and mentor of the Emerging Choreographer role, in a 
conversation exploring process and working with the dancers of The Royal Ballet. The 
Insight will also include a performance of Born to Protest, the sequel to Born to Manifest. 
Born to Protest aims to dismantle presumptions about the black male figure based on 
intimidation, danger and isolation, revealing instead character traits around fragility, 



vulnerability and a constant battle to prove oneself. This hypersensitivity of the black male 
and female body in space is magnified by Born to Protest’s cast of five performing en masse 
to a soundscape which sets up an intense energy with Hip Hop beats and voice over.  
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NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
Images can be downloaded for the following links 

Draft Works images - HERE 

Joseph Toonga images - HERE 
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Ashley Woodfield - Head of Ballet Press 
ashley.woodfield@roh.org.uk  
Tel - 07984513676 

*** 

SPRING DRAFT WORKS 
4 – 5 April 2022. 7.30pm 
Linbury Theatre, the Royal Opera House, WC2E 9 DD 
Tickets £4 - £17 
Booking - www.roh.org.uk  
 
Joseph Toonga, Just Us Dance Theatre – Born to Manifest  
7 April, 7.30pm  
Linbury Theatre  
Tickets £5 - £20  
Performance last 55 minutes without an interval  
Insight – Joseph Toonga in conversation with Wayne McGregor / performance of Born to 
Protest  
Linbury Theatre  
8 April, 7.30pm 
Tickets £20 
 

*** 
 
Joseph Toonga Biography  
Joseph Toonga originates from Cameroon and was raised in East London. Joseph makes and performs dance 
productions relevant to the here and now which are embedded in Hip Hop and inspired by real life stories. His 
craftsmanship and signature choreographic style challenges conventions commonly used in Hip Hop dance and 
shifts audience perceptions by addressing racial stigmas and societal stereotypes. Joseph has recently been 
appointed Emerging Choreographer with The Royal Ballet, his commissions and achievements to date include: 
Secret Cinema collaboration for premier of French film Les Miserables DanceEast Associate Artist Boston 
Conservatoire of Dance Codarts University of the Arts, Rotterdam National Youth Ballet/ Bundesjugendballett 
Richard Alston Dance Company Elephant in the Black Box, Junior Ballet Madrid East Wall with Hofesh Shechter 
Best Choreography Award Reverb Dance Festival (New York) Alongside extensive teaching and independent 
commissions, Joseph runs his dance company ‘Just Us Dance Theatre’ (JUDT), a collective founded 2007 where 
he has established an international Artis Development Programme in Brazil and the UK’s first annually running 
Hip Hop Apprenticeship company. He is also co-founder of artist-led hip-hop initiative ‘Artists4Artists’.  



 
About The Royal Ballet  

Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and innovation in world-class 
performances and is a driving force in the development of ballet as an art form. Based at the Royal Opera 
House, Covent Garden, it brings together today’s most dynamic and versatile dancers with a world-class 
orchestra and leading choreographers, composers, conductors, directors and creative teams to share awe-
inspiring theatrical experiences with diverse audiences worldwide. The Company’s extensive repertory 
embraces 19th-century classics, the singular legacy of works by Founder Choreographer Frederick Ashton and 
Principal Choreographer Kenneth MacMillan, a compelling new canon of work by choreographers today 
including Resident Choreographer Wayne McGregor and Artistic Associate Christopher Wheeldon, and the 
bold and complementary programming in the Linbury Theatre.   

 

About the Royal Opera House 

Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the Royal Opera House 
brings together the world’s most extraordinary artists in live, streamed and broadcast events and performances 
that thrill, move, excite and transport people to other worlds. Our theatres are in London’s Covent Garden but 
our work is accessed and experienced across the UK and globally through touring partnerships, cinema 
programmes, free outdoor screenings, radio, TV and live-streaming.    

Over the course of the pandemic, the Royal Opera House continued to bring together the world's most 
extraordinary artists, curating the #OurHouseToYourHouse programme made up of nine live-streamed concerts 
(six for opera, two for ballet and two galas) and 38 full-length streamed productions from our archives. This 
programme of full-length content was viewed over 15 million times in 183 countries. In addition, the ROH 
presented a host of cultural highlights in partnership with the BBC, Sky Arts, Marquee TV and Netflix, and a 
programme of home learning opportunities. Social media content was viewed almost 1 billion times over the 
course of the pandemic. 

We are thrilled to welcome people back to our Covent Garden home every day from 12pm, showcasing the very 
best of our art forms and bringing the joy of live performance back to our audiences. 

Royal Opera House Recovery Campaign 

Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences are at the heart of what we do on our stages, 
backstage, online, in cinemas and in our communities. The global pandemic has affected all arts organisations 
across the world. We have lost £3 in every £5 of our income, and our loan from Government takes us only part 
of the way. We need your help with our Recovery Campaign to bring our artists back to our stages. 
roh.org.uk/donate 

 

 
 


