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The Royal Ballet, the Bolshoi Ballet and The Australian Ballet 

 Launch the  
Largest Ever Global Dance Challenge – Jump for Joy  

 

#WorldBalletDay 2021 
 

• 47+ global dance companies joining from six continents 

• Free live stream on 19 October 

• Jump for Joy audience challenge 

• Watch via www.worldballetday.com 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-GGDHmrkIQ
http://www.worldballetday.com/


Today, The Royal Ballet, in conjunction with global partners The Australian Ballet and the Bolshoi 

Ballet, launch the largest ever global dance challenge Jump for Joy as plans for #WorldBalletDay 

2021 are unveiled. 

 

With close to 50 global companies taking part, this year’s celebration will be the biggest yet, offering 

unique behind-the-scenes access to ballet’s biggest stars and emerging performers. The line-up 

includes nine companies joining for the first time, alongside returning favourites American Ballet 

Theatre, Paris Opera Ballet, The National Ballet of Japan, and Cape Town City Ballet. 

 

In a #WorldBalletDay first, participating companies will be encouraging audiences to take part in the 

Jump for Joy challenge. For a chance to be featured on the day, viewers will be asked to share a 

video of themselves performing their favourite celebratory dance move. No ballet experience is 

necessary, and any content should be shared using #WorldBalletDay. A trailer can be found here. 

 

Following a combined six hours’ worth of digital content from The Australian Ballet and the Bolshoi 

Ballet, The Royal Ballet’s five-hour live stream will commence at 11am BST. Opening with a 

morning class, the day will also offer sneak previews of rehearsals and exclusive behind-the-scenes 

content from some of this Season’s hotly-anticipated productions – including Peter Wright’s Giselle 

and Kenneth MacMillan’s Romeo and Juliet. New work will also feature, celebrating the breadth of 

choreographic talent within the Company today. 
 

Later in the day, The Royal Ballet will livestream a section from the stage and piano rehearsal for 

Wayne McGregor’s groundbreaking new ballet, The Dante Project – a major artistic collaboration 

between trailblazing forces of the contemporary arts scene, with music by Thomas Adès and designs 

by Tacita Dean. Inspired by Dante Alighieri’s The Divine Comedy, the production will receive its 

world premiere on 14 October, marking 700 years since the poet’s death.                            
 
From The Australian Ballet, audiences can expect a full class, complete with commentary by Artistic 

Director David Hallberg, followed by rehearsals for Harlequinade, I New Then and Romeo and 

Juliet. The three-hour segment, streamed from Melbourne, will also include a tour of the costume 

production department, and an introduction to the company’s educational and outreach projects.  

 

The Bolshoi’s three-hour programme will be hosted by ballet soloists Artyom Ovcharenko and Ana 

Turazashvili. Pre-recorded content will include a morning class followed by rehearsals for Orlando, 

La Bayadère, Don Quixote and Pharaoh’s Daughter, all intercut with live interviews conducted in 

the historic foyer of the Bolshoi Theatre, Moscow.  

 

In a World Ballet Day first, this year’s event will feature exclusive content on TikTok, in addition to 

full-length streams on Facebook and YouTube.  

 
Kevin O’Hare, Director of The Royal Ballet, said: ‘World Ballet Day is a time to celebrate dance, and 
now, more than ever, it’s important that we come together with our global family to provide dancers 
and audience members across the world with a sense of solidarity – bringing us together despite the 
challenges we have faced over the last year.’ 
 
David Hallberg, Artistic Director of The Australian Ballet said: ‘I am honoured to be a part of my 
first World Ballet Day as Artistic Director of The Australian Ballet. We cherish this annual opportunity 
to join forces with The Royal Ballet and the Bolshoi Ballet, companies that I have known well 
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throughout my dancing career. I look forward to opening our studio doors and giving everyone a 
glimpse into the life of our compelling artists. We can’t wait to connect with our loyal audiences and 
show them how we have persevered through these times, reenergised and reinspired.’ 
 
Makhar Vaziyev, Artistic Director of the Bolshoi Ballet, said: ‘World Ballet Day gives audiences 
around the world a unique opportunity to view the lives of leading ballet companies in real time. The 
pandemic’s difficulties and restrictions have made us keenly aware of the importance of ballet and 
dance in communities across the globe.  Thanks to World Ballet Day, the world's leading dance 
companies can once again unite and share with our fans what we do best: dance. It's not just our 
work, it's the core of our everyday life and the source of our inspiration.’ 
 
James Stafford, Head of Community & Partnerships Tiktok UK, comments: ‘Through TikTok, a 
global community of artists, institutions and audiences have been able to stay truly connected, 
sharing their creativity and passion for performance through a digital lens. We are humbled and 
excited to collaborate with the Royal Opera House on this #WorldBalletDay LIVE series, bringing the 
joy of LIVE performance to the TikTok ecosystem as the arts continue to thrive both on the platform 
and on the stage once again.’ 
 
The line-up of participating companies and their respective streaming schedules is being continually 
updated.  Visit www.worldballetday.com for more.  
 
 

ENDS 

*** 

PARTICIPATING COMPANIES: 
 
Asia 
 
*Bangkok City Ballet 
*Cloud Gate Dance Theatre of Taiwan 
Hong Kong Ballet 
Korean National Ballet 
The National Ballet of Japan 
Singapore Dance Theatre 
  
Africa 
 
Cape Town City Ballet 
*Joburg Ballet 
  
Europe 
 
Ballet de l'Opera de Paris 
*Barcelona Ballet 
Bayerisches Staatsballett  
Birmingham Royal Ballet 
Bolshoi Ballet 
Dutch National Ballet 
English National Ballet 
*Estonian National Ballet 
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Finnish National Ballet 
*ISTD 
La Scala Theatre Ballet 
Mariinsky Theatre 
Norwegian National Opera & Ballet 
Opera Sofia 
*Perm Tchaikovsky Opera and Ballet Theatre 
Polish National Ballet 
Northern Ballet 
Royal Academy of Dance  
The Royal Ballet 
Scottish Ballet 
Staatsballet Berlin  
Stuttgart Ballet 
The Mikhailovsky Theatre 
The Royal Danish Ballet 
*Ural Opera Ballet Theatre 
Wiener Staatsballett 
  
Oceania 
 
The Australian Ballet 
Queensland Ballet 
Royal New Zealand Ballet 
West Australian Ballet 
  
North America 
 
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater 
American Ballet Theatre 
Boston Ballet 
Les Grands Ballets Canadiens de Montréal 
   
Central & South America 
 
Acosta Danza 
Ballet Concierto de Puerto Rico 
*Ballet de Monterrey 
Ballet Nacional de Cuba 
São Paulo Dance Company 
 
*Joining for the first time 

  
This list is subject to change 

*** 

 
NOTES TO EDITORS  

Further information about World Ballet Day can be found at: www.worldballetday.com 
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Please find a selection of images here: 

 
 

https://royaloperahouse.wetransfer.com/downloads/73a619de1043b5216ffd0c1ca1b569e520210

930130810/724fe793780decb603bb92dbd5d27fb120210930130810/e57ed7  

 

Please find a #WorldBalletDay 2021 trailer here: #WorldBalletDay 2021 Trailer - join The Royal Ballet 
and other global dance companies on 19 October 
  
Please find the Jump for Joy trailer here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-GGDHmrkI  
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About The Royal Ballet  

Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and innovation in world-

class performances, and is a driving force in the development of ballet as an art form. Based at the 

Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, it brings together today’s most dynamic and versatile dancers 

with a world-class orchestra and leading choreographers, composers, conductors, directors and 

creative teams to share awe-inspiring theatrical experiences with diverse audiences worldwide. The 

Company’s extensive repertory embraces 19th-century classics, the singular legacy of works by 

Founder Choreographer Frederick Ashton and Principal Choreographer Kenneth MacMillan, the 

compelling new canon of work by choreographers today including Resident Choreographer Wayne 

McGregor and Artistic Associate Christopher Wheeldon, and the bold and complementary 

programming in the Linbury Theatre.  Guest choreographers Cathy Marston, Crystal Pite, Twyla 

Tharp, Pam Tanowitz, Hofesh Schecter and Sid Larbi Cherkaoui have also created work for the 

Company.  
 

About the Bolshoi Ballet 

One of the oldest and largest ballet companies in the world, the Bolshoi Ballet combines great 

classical tradition with a fresh approach to the art form. The Bolshoi is renowned for its unique style, 
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characterized by true virtuosity and incredible stage presence, and it celebrates an illustrious history, 

featuring dance legends such as Galina Ulanova, Vladimir Vassiliev, Maya Plisetskaya, Ekaterina 

Maximova and many others. The Bolshoi Ballet was the first company to stage Tchaikovsky’s Swan 

Lake and Minkus’s Don Quixote. The company’s current repertory includes ballet classic such as 

Sleeping Beauty, La Bayadère, The Nutcracker and Yuri Grigorovitch’s Spartacus; the company also 

constantly expands its repertory, working with choreographers such as Alexei Ratmansky, Yuri 

Possokhov, Pierre Lacotte, Jean-Christophe Maillot and John Neumeier.  

Today’s Bolshoi artists – Svetlana Zakharova, Olga Smirnova, Ekaterina Krysanova, Vladislav 

Lantratov, Artem Ovcharenko, Semyon Chudin, Denis Rodkin, and others – are coached by Liudmila 

Semeniaka, Marina Kondratieva, Svetlana Adyrchayeva, Nikolai Fadeechev, Boris Akimov, Alexandr 

Vetrov and others, ensuring that under the leadership of Makhar Vaziev the Bolshoi’s standards are 

held as high as ever.  

 

About The Australian Ballet  

The Australian Ballet is one of the world’s premiere ballet companies and has delivered 

extraordinary performances for more than fifty years. A commitment to artistic excellence, a spirited 

style and a willingness to take risks have defined the company from its earliest days, both on stage 

and off.  

The company regularly represents Australia on the world stage and has performed to critical acclaim 

in 87 cities worldwide - including New York, Shanghai, Tokyo, London and Paris. Caring for tradition 

yet daring to be different, The Australian Ballet performs beloved classical ballets and commissions 

new work annually. The Australian Ballet presents upwards of 250 shows and 1,700 education and 

audience engagement events each year.  

 
In addition to 80 exceptional dancers, The Australian Ballet employs master craftspeople and leaders 

in injury prevention, dance education, marketing and philanthropy, as well as an orchestra of 62 

musicians (Orchestra Victoria).  

 
Moving effortlessly between the great classical ballets and new contemporary commissions, the 

company has a uniquely Australian style, powered by artistry and athleticism. 

 


