
                                                         

  

Press Release  

Tuesday 12 October 2021 

The Royal Opera House celebrates 30 years of  

Chance to Dance  

with special #WorldBalletDay film  

• 3 demonstrations across the country last month in Essex, Doncaster and the West 
Midlands 

• Short film to be released on 19 October, coinciding with #WorldBalletDay 

• Full story of Chance to Dance’s 30-year history on the Royal Opera House website  

 

Today, the Royal Opera House is delighted to announce that it will mark 30 years of its flagship learning 

outreach programme Chance to Dance by broadcasting a special film on 19 October as part of 

#WorldBalletDay. Featuring commentary by Director of The Royal Ballet Kevin O’Hare, and testimonies 

from associate Chance to Dance artists, the film will explore the ways in which the initiative has 

catalysed systemic change in the industry.  

 

Launched in 1991 with a series of demonstrations and auditions across Hammersmith, Fulham and 

Lambeth, Chance to Dance gives primary school children from across the country an opportunity to 

engage creatively with dance for the first time, experience the repertory, and work closely with The 

Royal Ballet. Originally established in response to the absence of black dancers in the Company, and 

initially a partnership with Dance Theater Harlem, it brings together local and national dance industry 

partners to foster greater access to the art form, helping to secure ballet’s future by broadening and 

diversifying the pool of young people entering vocational training with a view to working professionally.  

 

The programme has reached over 30,000 children to date – extending well beyond London to reflect 

and celebrate a full range of communities and experiences. In September alone, over 700 students aged 

7-8 enjoyed a live-streamed demonstration in the West Midlands, and in-person demonstrations at 

local theatres in Essex and Doncaster – the latter forming part of the Royal Opera House’s partnership 

https://www.roh.org.uk/news/30-years-of-chance-to-dance


with Doncaster Council and Cast, a 3-year programme bringing dance, singing and design to every 

school in the area. Pupils experienced excerpts from ballets including Kenneth MacMillan’s Romeo and 

Juliet, Peter Wright’s Giselle, Frederick Ashton’s La Fille mal gardée and Mikaela Polley’s Quaternion – 

performed by Royal Ballet Artist Aiden O’Brien and Aud Jebsen Young Dancers Denilson Almeida, James 

Large and Marianna Tsembenhoi.  

This month, The Royal Opera House will broadcast a short film celebrating Chance for Dance’s profound 

impact. Viewers will be able to tune in during The Royal Ballet’s five-hour live-stream on 

#WorldBalletDay, hearing from, among others, Royal Ballet First Artist Hannah Grennell and former 

English National Ballet dancer Shevelle Dynott. A full article about the programme’s history is also now 

available on our website. 

 

Jillian Barker, Director of Learning and Participation at the Royal Opera House, said:  

 

‘We are enormously proud of Chance to Dance and the profound impact it has had over the course of its 

30-year history. The scheme has not only encouraged thousands of children to discover, and take part 

in, ballet, but has also created a truly diverse and talented roster of professional dancers for companies 

up and down the country. I am delighted to have seen the scheme go from strength-to-strength as we 

re-double our efforts to ensure that ballet is an art form accessible to, and representative of, all parts of 

the population.’  

 

With support from 

 

Generously supported by the Royal Opera House Endowment Fund, Kim Samuel, J. Paul Getty Jr Charitable 

Trust, Orinoco Foundation, Gisela Graham Foundation, Fowler Smith and Jones Trust, Chapman Charitable 

Trust, Gonzalo and Maria Garcia, Simon Holden and donors who wish to remain anonymous. 

ENDS 

*** 

 

PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS - SEPTEMBER DEMONSTRATIONS 

 

Doncaster Demonstration – Monday 13 September  

• Norton Junior School 

• Edenthorpe Hall School 

https://www.roh.org.uk/news/30-years-of-chance-to-dance


• Townfield Primary School 

• Sandringham Primary School 

• Mallard Primary School 

 

West Midlands Demonstration – Friday 17 September 

• Park Lane Primary School 

• Race Leys Junior School 

• Highfields Primary School 

• Leamore Primary School 

 

Essex Demonstration - Wednesday 22 September 

• The Westborough School 

• Newlands Spring Primary School 

• Tudor Court Primary School 

• Warren Primary 

• Woodside Academy 

 

*** 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS  

 

Further information about Chance to Dance can be found at: Chance to Dance (roh.org.uk) 

Images can be downloaded here  
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Over the last 30 years, Chance to Dance has been generously supported by: 

Audrey Allen, GRoW @ Annenberg Foundation, Booz  & Co, Chapman Charitable Trust, CHK Charities 

Ltd, Alexis Cleveland, Deborah Cowles, The Daisy Trust, Liz and Simon Dingemans, Fishmongers' 

Company Charitable Trust, Fowler Smith and Jones Trust, David and Sarah Fransen, Freed of London 

Ltd, Gonzalo and Maria Garcia, Gisela Graham Foundation, Richard J Gnodde, The Shauna Gosling 

Trust, Sarah Guthrie, Katrin and Christoph Henkel, Marina Hobson OBE and The Hobson Charity, 

https://www.roh.org.uk/learning/young-people/chance-to-dance
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Simon and Tracey Holden, Kathleen Hughes Bettencourt, J. Paul Getty Jr Charitable Trust, Lady Joan 

Jarvis CBE, Raymonde Jay & Kathrine Palmer, Susan Johnson, Margaret Jones, Ian Kerr, The Lauffer 

Family Charitable Trust, Eugene and Stephanie Leouzon, MariaMarina Foundation and Christopher 

Holder, The Marina Kleinwort Trust, The Memery Crystal Charitable Trust, Bernard and Genevieve 

Mensah, The Metherell family, The Mohn Westlake Foundation, Atosa Moini, N Smith Charitable 

Settlement, Newcomen Collett Foundation, Rosemary O'Mahony, Orinoco Foundation, Hélène and 

Jean Peters, Rothschild Foundation, Mrs Lily Safra, The Sargent Charitable Trust, Lionel and Ariane 

Sauvage,  Rachael Stearns, Dame Sue Street DCB, The Steel Charitable Trust, The Tufton Charitable 

Trust, Robin Vince, The Walcot Foundation, The Worshipful Company of Chartered Secretaries, J 

Woolman and two anonymous donors 

 

*** 

About Learning and Participation 

The Royal Opera House’s dedicated Learning and Participation programme covers the length and 

breadth of the country, playing a vital role in building and diversifying the future of ballet and opera. The 

programme aims to inspire creativity and widen access to our art forms, offering a curriculum-linked 

national schools programme; a suite of activities for families and individuals in and around our iconic 

Covent Garden home; and a number of events and performances specially designed to broaden 

participation, nurture young talent and, more recently, thank the NHS for the work its dedicated staff 

are continuing to do in response to the pandemic.   

About The Royal Ballet  

Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and innovation in world-class 

performances and is a driving force in the development of ballet as an art form. Based at the Royal 

Opera House, Covent Garden, it brings together today’s most dynamic and versatile dancers with a 

world-class orchestra and leading choreographers, composers, conductors, directors and creative teams 

to share awe-inspiring theatrical experiences with diverse audiences worldwide. The Company’s 

extensive repertory embraces 19th-century classics, the singular legacy of works by Founder 

Choreographer Frederick Ashton and Principal Choreographer Kenneth MacMillan, the compelling new 

canon of work by choreographers today including Resident Choreographer Wayne McGregor and Artistic 

Associate Christopher Wheeldon, and the bold and complementary programming in the Linbury 

Theatre.  Guest choreographers Cathy Marston, Crystal Pite, Twyla Tharp, Pam Tanowitz, Hofesh 

Schecter and Sid Larbi Cherkaoui have also created work for the Company. 

About The Royal Opera  

The Royal Opera, under the artistic direction of Antonio Pappano, Music Director, and Oliver Mears, 

Director of Opera, is one of the world’s leading opera companies. Based in the iconic Covent Garden 

theatre, it is renowned both for its outstanding performances of traditional opera and for 

commissioning new works by today’s leading opera composers, such as George Benjamin, Harrison 

Birtwistle, Mark- Anthony Turnage and Thomas Adès.  

About the Royal Opera House 



Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the Royal Opera 

House brings together the world’s most extraordinary artists in live, streamed and broadcast events and 

performances that thrill, move and excite; that transport people to other worlds. Our theatres are in 

London’s Covent Garden but our work is accessed and experienced across the UK and globally through 

touring partnerships, cinema programmes, free outdoor screenings, radio, TV and live-streaming.    

Since closing our doors due to the global pandemic in March 2020, the Royal Opera House continued to 

bring together the world's most extraordinary artists and curated the #OurHouseToYourHouse 

programme, made up of nine live concerts (six for opera, two for ballet and two galas), 38 streamed 

productions and a suite of online content that has been viewed over 15 million times in 183 countries, 

together with a suite of cultural highlights in partnership with the BBC, Sky Arts and Netflix and a host of 

online home learning opportunities wherever you are in the country.  

We are hugely excited to welcome people back to our theatres as soon as possible, showcasing the very 

best of our art forms and bringing the joy of live performance back to our audiences. We would like to 

thank everyone who continues to support our creative community as we get closer to re-opening our 

doors once again. 

Royal Opera House Recovery Campaign 

 Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences are at the heart of what we do on our 

stages, backstage, online, in cinemas and in our communities. The global pandemic has affected all arts 

organisations across the world. We have lost £3 in every £5 of our income, and our loan from 

Government takes us only part of the way. We need your help with our Recovery Campaign to bring our 

artists back to our stages. roh.org.uk/donate 

 

 

 


